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Ps 


SERMON. I. 


the EcCLEs. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
| days of thy youth. | © | 


EN being rational creatures and moral agents, 
the various relations which ſubſiſt among 
them imply relative duties. This holds true par- 
ticularly, with reſpect to the relation between parents 
and children. he former are bound by the law of 
nature, of reaſon, and of God, to protect, provide 
ic for, and educate the latter. It is eſpecially incum- 
bent on them to give their children a religious edu- 
cation. Theſe ought to be trained up in the way of 
truth and holineſs, by inſtruction, example, and 
prayer. Children are equally bound to revere their 
parents, to obey their lawful orders, to receive their 
ſalutary inſtructions, and follow their good example. 
They ſhould chrefly, however, rd the Divine 
Parent, and imitate the Father of all This daty 
is ſtrongly inculcated in the text: Remember now 
thy Creater in the days of thy youth.” 

The principal deſign of the Royal Preacher, in 
the whole of this * is the meaning of 
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the word Eceleſiaſtes,) is, to ſhew wherein the true 
felicity of man conſiſts. He aſſerts and demon- 
ſtrates that it conſiſts not m the poſſeſſion of worldly 


riches, onours, and pleaſures. Theſe are unſatisfy- 


ing, through the corruption of the heart, and the 
very nature of the ſoul as a ſpiritual and immortal 
being. In this reſpect, “ Vanity of vanities,” ſaith 
the Preacher, “ all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” 
"Temporal bleſſings, indeed, ſhould be received with 
thankfulneſs to the glorious Giver, and uſed with 
-moderation ; but, they muſt not be either defired, or 
poſſeſſed, as our ſole and principal portion. Perſons, 
who defire and poſſeſs them in this manner, are, 
without a ſingle exception, miſerably diſappointed, 
The vanity which Solomon aſcribes to ſublunary 
cenjoyments, was not aſcribed to them by a weak, 
aftlicted, poor, and peeviſh man; but by a wiſe and 
great king, who had reached the ſummit of grandeur, 
and poſfeticd every advantage for making a fair eſti- 
mate of whar the world could produce. He expe- 
rienced the-vanity of the world in the. cardigal points 
of its empty and revolv ing circle. Solomon was an 
inſpired writer, too, and tizerefore the eſtimate is 
infallibly juſt. It agrees with the experience of 
every age, and with the feelings or every man.— 


The Royal Preacher demonſtrates the truch of his | 


aſſertion, by an indudtion of particulars, which biing 
the conciuſion home with full conviction to ever 
inquiring and impartial mind. How juſtly, there- 
fore, do thoſe ſtand reproved, who employ all their 
thoughts, waſte their ſtrength, and ſpend their time, 
in the purſuit of vanity! O ye ſons of men! how 
jong will ye love vanity and ſeck after lies?“ “ 
Booner or later you muſt forcibly feel the truth of 
he ſaying, © All is vanity and vexation of ſpirit.“— 
The inſpired Solomon proceeds to ſhew more di- 
Fal. iv. 4. 
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rectiy wherein true felicity confiſts, namely, in the” 
knowledge and practice of genuine religion. Let 
us hear the conelufion of the whole matter: fear 
God and keep his commandments ; “ For, this 7s 
the whole duty of man.“ In the performance of 
duty, when it flows from a principle ot faith and love, 
man finds ſubſtantial and permanent happineſs. It 
is at once the ſafety, the glory, and the bliſs of his 
whole nature. Can he engage in this ſervice too 
ſoon? Surely not. Early attention to religious con- 
cerns is accordingly urged in the paſſage before us: 
„Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.“ : 
In the cloſe of the preceding chapter, the Royal 
Preacher addreſſes young men in a vein of ſerious and 
pointed irony, and concludes with a folemn mements : 
« Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 


heart chear thee in the-days of thy youth, and walk 


in the ways of thy heart and in the ſight of thine eyes 
but know thou, that, for all theſe things, God will 
bring thee into judgment.“ © Therefore, remove 
ſorrow from thy heart,” or every irregular paſſion, as 
the word ſignifies, © And put away evil from thy 
fleſh :” 1. e. Glorify God in your body and in your 
ſpirit.” Life in every other point of view, is empty 
and uſeleſs; * For, childhood and youth are vanity.” 
Leſt the young, notwithſtanding the awful warning 
of a future, judgment, ſhould think it ſufficiently ſoon 
to mind religion, when, through the preſſure of fick- 
neſs, or the infirmities of old age, they are no longer 
capable of attending. to ſecular bufineſs, and of re- 
liſhing worldly pleaſures ; he expreſsly and warmly 
exhorts them to be religions in early youth. This 
is a period of life eminently proper for the ſolemn 
and important concern: Remember now thy Crea- 


tor in the days of thy youth.“ 


* E cl. X11, 13. 
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and a ſpecial ſeaſon for the diſcharge of it is pointed out. 
. Firſt, a comprehenſive duty is enjoined: “ Re- 
member thy Creator.” To remember, in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word, is to recollect any object paſt. 
But in the ſacred volume, and even in common lan- 
guage, the term bears a meaning much more exten- 
tive. It denotes the diſpoſition of the mind, and 
correſponding exertions, with reſpect to an object 
reſent; nay, ſometimes with reſpe to one future. 
hus, the Scripture ſpeaks of Remembering the 
poor.” We are admoniſhed, in the preceding chap- 
ter, to © Remember the days of darkneſs, for they 
ſhall be many.” As uſed in the text, this term de- 
notes a religious temper of mind, with reſpect to ob- 
jects paſt, preſent, and future. 
nifies a proper diſpoſition towards Him, © who was, 
and is, and is to come; the Almighty.” To re- 
member God, is not ſimply to recollect and conſider 
that there is a Supreme Being; for, this is inſepara- 
ble from a rational creature, even in a depraved 
ſtate : 4+ The fool hath ſaid in his heart, not in his 
judgment, conſcience, and memory, There is no 
God.“ The being of God and feveral of his per- 
fections are diſcovered by the light of nature. On 
the works of creation and providence, divine wiſ- 


dom, power, and goodneſs, are legibly and deeply in- 


feribed. Theſe works have a voice, which reaſon, 
in its moſt untutored and rudeſt ſtate, hears: Day 
unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night teach- 
eth knowledge; there is no ſpeech, nor language, 
where their voice is not heard.” But the remem- 
brance here enjoined ſuppoſes knowledge of the re- 
vealed and gracious character of God, It includes 
faith in him, love to him, the celebration of his 


praiſes, compliance with his precepts, and ſubmiſſion 


* Pſal. xiv. 1. 
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to his providential diſpoſals. It is a reverential and 
practieal remembrance. Thus the word © Remem- 
ber” is frequently uſed in Scripture. For inſtance, 
it is written, The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting upon them that fear him ; to 
to thoſe that remember his 'commandments to do 
them.“ “ Such is the meaning of the word in the 

aſſage before us, Remember thy Creator.''— 
The great object of religious remembrance is em- 
phatically characteriſed. The name Creator, here 
juſtly and excluſively given to God, is introduced 
with the greateſt propriety. It adds foree and beauty 
to the exhortation; for, it implies a ſtrong motive 
to urge the duty of remembering Him. To Him, as 
our Maker and Preſerver, we owe ſupreme homage 
and conſtant obedience. His elaim to our perſons 
and ſervices is rightful and abſolute, everlaſting and 
immutable. It is founded in obligations coeval,with 
our exiſtence, and inſeparably connected with our 
character as rational creatures. In the original, the 
term Creator is in the plural number: Remember 
thy Creators.” A fimilar mode of expreſſion occurs 
in ſeveral paſſages of the ſacred volume: © Let Iſrael 
rejoice in him that made him; T or, “ in his Ma- 
kers.“ «Thy Maker is thine huſband:“ or, Thy 
Makers are thine huſband. 1 The expreſſion im- 
plies, rather directly evinces, a plurality of perfons in 
the Godhead, —a doctrine clearly aſſerted in the 
Bible: „There are Three that bear record in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
and theſe Three are one.“ The appellation uſed in 


our text, eſpecially according to the original, implies 


the neceſſity of knowing and remembering, not only 
that there is a God, but Who and What he is as re- 
vealed in the word. The particular manner of ex- 


Ipreſſion, too, deſerves our attention: Remember 
I Pfal. ciii. 27, 18. + Pfal. cxlix. 2. 4 If. liv. 3. § 1 John v. 7. 
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Creator in the days of thy youth.” Not that the re- 


and riſe in proportion to the number of mercies 


' uſeful, and becoming, in early. life; and none are 
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thy Creator.” © Reſt not,” as if Solomon had ſaid, 
« in general and barren ſpeculations concerning the 
character of God as Creator of the univerſe, of an- 
gels, of men, and of all things.” «© Let your re- 
membrance of him be particular and perſonal: re- 
member thy Creator.” | 
Secondly, A ſpecial ſeaſon for the diſcharge of 
this duty is pointed out: Remember now thy 


membrance of God is unneceflary to any man, or 
unſeaſonable in any period of life, It is a duty 
binding on all men and atall times, being as exten- 
five and permanent as the relation between the Crea- 
tor and his rational creatures. Imprefled with this 
truth, the antient Church exclaims, O come, let 
us worſhip and bow down, let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker!” And God, addreſſing his peo- 
ple of old, and reminding them of their privileges 
and duty, ſaid, „I am the Lord, your Holy One, 
the Creator of Iſrael, your King.” * Our obliga- 
tions to remember the Creator grow with our growth, 


which he confers. Ought not the man of grey hairs 
to worſhip and obey Him, who made and who bears; 
whoſe bounty, like that of the ſun, hath ſhined every 
day, and whoſe arms are ſtretched out to alleviate 
the burthens and to ſoothe the forrows of declinin 

age? But the remembrance is eſpecially ſeaſonable, 


more apt to forget their Creator than young perſons. hol. 


When under ſerious impreſſions, they wiſh to poſt- I. 
e the practice of religion till old age, or at leaſtÞprelir 
put it off to ſome future period of greater convenienee pur v 


in their opinion. An early and preſent remembrance let 
of God, however, is preſſed home upon them by theſmind 
inſpired Solomon: the exhortation is plain, particu-ſlike t 
* Pal. xcv. 6, 7. II. xliii. 16. | 1. 
lar 
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lar, and urgent, © Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth ;” days that never return, and 
which, according as they are employed, uſually in- 
fluence the ſucceeding periods of life. | 
In handling this ſubject, we muſt addreſs ourſelves 
principally to young perſons, and eſpecially ſolicit 
heir attention, We would remind you of your 
dounden duty, my young hearers, and direct you in 
he path of true pleaſure. You are under my charge, 
as a miniſter, and may conſider me as your faithful 
friend : I can fincerely fay, that I have no greater 
oy than to ſee you walking in the truth. I hope, 
therefore, that you will take my inſtructions and 
plain dealing in good part. defire and expect that 
you eſpecially who are parents, will ſecond my en- 
deavours ; by exciting the attention, refrething the 
memory, informing the judgment, and impreſſing 
he conſciences, of your children. Let all lend the 
aſſiſtance of their prayers. The {ubje is highly 
intereſting to thoſe of mature age, and to the old, as 
rell as to the young. The greater part of what is 
aid in theſe diſcourſes to young perſons, will be 
ound applicable alfo to others. 
ars; In diſcourſing on this ſubject, we ſhall, ft, 
verynake ſome preliminary obſervations; in the ſecond 
jate place, explain the duty here enjoined; thirdly, en- 
orce the propriety and neceſſity of early religion; 
hen anſwer the objections which may be ſtated by 
young perſons againſt this duty.; and conclude the 
hole with a few inferences and advices. 
I. It is propoſed, in the firſt place, to make ſome 
leaſtÞpreliminary obſervations. The following will pave 
jence pur way to a more particular diſcuſſion of the ſubject. 
-anceiLet them, my young hearers, be rooted in your 
y theſminds. Thus we may expect to fee you flouriſh 
ticu- Alike the palm-tree, and grow as the cedar in Lebanon. 
1. God is the Creator of all things. He _ 
this 
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this name in the paſſage before us, and He alone de. 
ſerves it. That God is our Creator is a truth, 
which, though plain, is very important. Here pa- 
rents ought to begin in forming the minds of their 
children, and it is the firſt teflon in which children 
are uſually inftrated. This doctrine is the foun- 
dation of all religion, whether natural or revealed, 
ſpeculative or practical.“ He that cometh to God 
muſt believe that he is.“ God calls exiſtence his 
own. He is the great I AM, the ſelf-exiſtent, in. 
dependent, eternal One. Of other beings, ſome 
have been, and others Hall be; but the Supreme 
Being is immutably the ſame, and none have any 
exiſtence independently of him. Wherever we turn 
the eyes of the body or of the mind, we diſcern the 
emanations of his power and goodneſs; for the Lord 
created all things. This is a truth, which the light 
of nature diſcovers; though ſome heathen philoſo- 
phers, who prided themſelves in departing from the 
opinions of the vulgar, and were miſled by falſe 
ſcience, aſcribed the formation of the world to chance, 
or aſſerted its eternal exiſtence; thus refining thei 
ſpeculations till they loſt fight of reaſon and common 
ſenſe. Theſe pointed out to plain men, unenlight 
ened by Revelation, and ſtrangers to the deductions 
of argument, the exiftence of an intelligent and al- 
mighty Firſt Cauſe: as the Apoſtle declares, to ſhew, 
that in {inning they were inexcuſable ; “ For, the in- 
viſible things of him, from the creation of the world yen 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things thatfe, 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, ſoff9ugh 
that they are without excuſe.''+F Nevertheleſs, whatpprity 
ſuch men acknowledged in theory, they denied inf" t! 
practice: © When they knew God, they glorified$'d, \ 
him not as God. 1 This was the character of thepd ne 
reputed wiſe themſelves: They became fools" inf}, 

* Heb. xi. 6, + Rom. i. 20. 1 Rom. i. 2 wy 
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te. orſhipping and ſerving “ the creature more than 
thc Creator.” Revelation was neceſſary to ſet the 
haracter of God, even as Creator in a juſt light: 
Through faith we underſtand that the worlds were 
amed by the word of God.” * This diſtinguiſhes 
e true God from idols, and from every creature: 
They are vanity and the work of errors; in the 
me of their viſitation they ſhall periſh.” „The 
ortion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the For- 
er of all things.” + The Bible begins with an ac- 
bunt of the order and manner of the creation. At 
je voice, at the will of the Almighty, light ſhone 
t of darkneſs, harmony roſe from confuſion, and. 
e ſhapeleſs chaos gave place to the perfection of 
auty. In the imple majeſty of a God, he ſpake, 
d it was done ; he commanded, and it ſtood faſt.” 
he firſt chapter of the ſacred volume confounds all 
e theories of ancient philoſophers. It furniſhes a 
ar proof that itſelf is the word of God, deſcribing 
Ms own work. It deſcribes particularly the creation 
man, the laſt and beſt work of the Creator. The 
ord formed his body out of the duſt, quickened it, 
d implanted a rational ſoul, which was impreſſed. 
th the divine image. Still He forms our ſpirits by 
immediate creation; and alſo forms our bodies, 
ugh by the intervention of ſecond cauſes. How 
iking and beautiful the language of the Pſalmiſt! 
[ will praiſe thee, for I am feartully and wonder- 
ly made!” My ſubſtance was not hid from 

de, when I was made in fecret, and curiouſly 
ought in the loweſt parts of the earth.” 4 His au- 
whatÞrity to ſpeak, and our duty to liſten, are argued 
ed inf the formation of the ſoul: Thus faith the 
rifiedſ$rd, who formeth the ſpirit of man within him.“ 5 
f thehd neglects not the work of his own hands. Ac- 
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cordingly, the name Creator implies providentiat ea: ou 
and bounty. We are, indeed, daily and abſoluteh b 
dependent on him. The continuance of our life ¶ hie 
entirely owing to his fovereign will, almighty powe nd 
and rich goodnefs.—You who believe, have th tig 
ſtrength ot the Creator engaged for your ſafety: an Nou 
happineſs, for perſeverance irr grace, and the full po 
ſeſſion of eternal glory. Haſt thou not know 
haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting God, 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainter 
not, neither is weary.“ “ You may © Comm 
the keeping of your fouls to him, in well-doing 
as unto a faithful Creator.“ t In reſpect of proy 
dentialteare, ** Heis the Saviour of all men, eſpecial 
of thoſe who believe.” T- You who are young pe 
ſons, have been early taught, that God is-your Cr 
tor. The firſt and fainteſt gleam of reaſon difcove 
that you did not make yourſelves. When you ſee 
houſe, you naturally ſuppoſe that it was reared | 
ſome man. God himſfelt formed your bodies anda 
mated them; a ſtructure more noble than any oth 
fabric, He made you capable of thinking and fee 
ing, of ſeeing and hearing, of ſpeaking and acti 


His hand, though inviſible, upholds you, and pouſudor 
out treaſures of goodneſs. Witherſoever the Mitch 
turns, it beholds the creating and bountiful handYnd © 


God. The earth and the heavens, the trees a 
the rivers, the mountains and valleys, the beaſts 
the field and the fowls of the air, the ſun, moon,: 
ſtars, all, all are the works of his power. How grihcir | 
and how good muſt the Worker be! Can you ꝙMeſe 
pute his authority to require, or deny his title toFSentic 
ceive, the higheſt veneration and moſt implicit oiſten 
dience? Can you be indifferent, whether you eng to 
his favour, or feel his vengeance ? Shall you be hem, 
ſenſible to the Kindneſs, and forget the honourght « 
* If. xi. 28. + 1 Pet. iv. 1g. } 1 Tim, iv. 10. 
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arour Maker and Benefactor? Men were created for 
telWobler purpoſes than the irrational tribes. The 
fe HMlief end of your creation is not that you may eat, 
Wend drink, and play; nor even that you may make 


figure In the world, as learned, noble, and rich. 
Y ou mult exiſt to eternity, either in a ſtate of. perfect 
appineſs, or of conſummate miſery. Your Chief. 
nd is to glorify God, and to enjoy: him for ever. 
evolve in ſober thought the character of Him, to 
nteſxchoſe ſervice we would draw you-with cords of love. 
miu Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
oinWouth.” 

roi 2. We ſhould know and acknowledge God as He 
$ vation in the ward. To ſuppoſe rational crea- 
ures without a Jaw, is matenally to aflert their in- 
lependence on the Supreme Being. The ſubſtance 
f the moral law is written even on the hearts of 
zeathens, though the lines are obſcure ; and, like 
haracters drawn in the ſand, almoſt wholly defaced 
y the ſtrong tide of human depravity, To mem- 
rs of the vilible church alone God hath been 
leaſed, in a proper ſenſe, to reveal himſelf: «He 


acinflieweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his 
 poyudgments unto Ifrael; © He hath not dealt fo 
be Aich any nation.““ A Tight to preſcribe the means 


nd manner of his own worſhip, as well as to deter- 
nine to whom the revelation ſhal be given, is un- 
loubtedly the -prerogative of Deity. The Divine 
ill revealed to men muſt be the rule and reaſon of 

cir principles, profeſſion, and practice; otherwiſe 
heſe are falſe and erreneous, the fruit 2 human in- 
ention, and as diftant from true religion as earth is 
iſtent from heaven. Thoſe, who ſpeak not accord- 
g to the law and the teſtimony, have no light in 
hem, and walk on in darkneſs. Abuſing the greater 
nour ht of revelation, their minds, in righteous judg- 
v. 10. * Plal, cxlvii. 19, 20. 

y | ment, 


unity of Deity; a circumſtance which proves the ne; 
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ment, are ſhut againſt the rays of the leſſer ligh 
which nature affords; and, in truth, where ſhall we 
find a juſt account of the Object, the means, and 
manner of worſhip, but in the ſacred Scriptures? | 

It was obſerved formerly, that the term Creato 
may be tranſlated Creators, intimating, . not ob 
ſcurely, a plurality of perſons in the Godhead. T. 
call this ſingular mode of expreſſion an Hebraiſm ii 
nothing ta the purpoſe, while it remains to be proved 
that we cannot find a reaſon for it in the nature of 
God. The word“ Remember” neceſſarily preſup bs 
ſes ſome knowledge of a Supreme Being. Thi; 
is impreſſed on the conſcience of man; and childreni ne 
though they were uninſtructed with reſpect to it 
would of themſelves feel this truth, as reaſon ad 
vances in its progreſs. But they could not of them 
ſelves learn Who or What the Supreme Being is 
Inſtruction is requiſite for this purpoſe, and Revela 
tion furniſhes the only materials. The light of na 
ture does not diſcover God to finners as an objeè 
of pleaſing remembrance, of truſt, hope, and joy 
It diſcovers God, the Creator, not God the forgiv 
ing Sovereign and merciful Father; nay, diſcove 
not that there is one Creator, the ſole object of reli 
gious worſhip. V naſſiſted reaſon never found out thi 


ceſſity, value, and uſe of Revelation; and may wel 
make the advocates for the ſufficiency of natural re 
ligion aſhamed of their folly and preſumption. P 
ſides, the light of nature, though it points out thi 
Juſtice of God, gives no adequate intimation concer 
ing his ſaving mercy. With reſpect to this, it fu 
niſhes, at the very beſt, only uncertain conjefture,,,. 
and feeble hopes. It reveals not the Redeemer aſi; ne 
all, and makes not known the doctripe of three di 
vine perſons in the unity of eſſenee; a doctrine eſſe 
tial to ſalvation, for ſalvation is the work of th 


'T hree 


Three-One- God. It would be improper, in dif- 


courſes to the young, to enter into a particular confir- 
mation and defence of this doctrine. Suffice it to ſay, 
that the language of God, when about to create man ; 
the manifeſt diſtinction of divine names frequently 
mentioned inthe Bible; the ſcriptural form of diſpen- 
ſing the ordinance of baptiſm; and the apoſtolical be- 
nedidtion, fully prove the important truth. Attend, 
my young hearers, to its importance. You, who 
are capable of knowing what I ſay, muſt have felt 
your reluQance to perform religious duties, and even 
to receive religious inſtruction. How weariſome, 
in your reckoning, is the Sabbath! How irkſome 
the hour of private devotion! You have been oc- 
caſionally diſobedient to earthly parents, vindictive 
towards. play-fellows, and cruel to irrational crea- 
tures. Now theſe things, and a thouſand others that 
might be mentioned, are tranſgreſſions of the law of 
your Creator. There is no forgiveneſs but through 
nay jeſus Chriſt; and this divine Saviour, the Bible 
alone reveals. He is the ſecond perſon of the Tri- 
nity, equal in nature, power, and glory, to the eter- 
nal Father, and Holy Spirit. Search the Scriptures, 
for they teſtify of him both in his eſſential and offi. 
cial characters. They teſtify that the Father plan- 
ned redemption, that the Son purchaſed it, and that 
Wit is applied by the Divine Spirit. Read a portion 
FOR of the Bible every day; and read it to know the na- 
ture of God, and his will for your ſalvation. The 
Sacred volume was given for this purpoſe. When 
Jou meet with any verſe or word which you do not 
underſtand, apply to your parents; and, we. truſt, 
chat they will afford you all the aſſiſtance in their 
Ypower. Seriouſly ponder what you read; conſider 
it, not as an uſcleſs taſk, but as a neceſſary duty, and 
an invaluable privilege. We find, that Timothy, 
trom a child, knew Wo, Scriptures; and the fame 
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talk, and are grofly diſſipated. Many alfo thin 
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God, who made that pious youth wiſe to ſalvation, 
will make you alſo wiſe, if you ſeek him with your 
whole heart; for, to attentive reading and devout 
-meditation, we muſt join fervent.prayer. Pray, that 
He, who created you, and © who commanded the 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs,” may enlighten the 
-underſtanding and renew the heart. Be not diſcou- 
raged, though worldly men deſpiſe the things of God 
.and the knowledge of children. The myſteries of 
the kingdom are often“ hid from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, and revealed to babes: even ſo, Father; for fo 
it ſeemed good in thy fight!” In vain we ſtudy the 
volumes of creation and of providence, if we neglect 
that Book which is a key to both. Our wiſdom is fac 
in this caſe only ſplendid folly, and “ he, who in- dif] 
.creaſeth” ſuch “ knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow.” pur 

3. All, and eſpecially children, are apt to forget lute 
God. When we look abroad into the world, we ſee and 
a buſy croud, ſome purſuing one line of life, others} und 
-a-different 'path ; and all eagerly employed about non 
various objects, according to their inclination andi ſong 
taſte. | But how few are attentive to the principal chil 
concern of man! The things of the world occupyÞff prin 


the whole attention of the greater part. Many, in- nife 


Nead of looking up with reverence to Him who made] Hoy 
them, and walking in the path of righteouſneſs, ' ſet pſal; 
their mouths againſt the heavens in blaſphemous 


that if they love mercy and do juſtly,” their ſtate 
is ſafe, though they © walk” not “ humbly witt 
their God.” He is forgotten, his law is deſpiſed 
and his holy day treated with criminal neglect. Le 
every impartial obſerver ſay, if this be not the gene 
ral character of thoſe around us. One would ima 
gine, that the men who employ their abilities in de 
canting on the virtues of human nature, are th 
Keeneſt ſatyriſts who ever attempted to excel n th 

pecie 
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ſpecies of compoſition. .'The misfortune is, that 
they wrote from pride; and only flattered others, 
that they themſelves might appear lovely in their own 
eyes. Are they really patterns of the virtues which 
they paint in ſuch fair and glowing colours? In 
order to confute their romantic notions, we need not 
bring proofs from the intrigues of courtiers and the 
diſſipation of courts, from the vanity of the great 
and the groſs profligacy of the vulgar, from the num- 
ber of jails in every kingdom and the countleſs haunts 
of vice, from the ſtrife of neighbours and the fury of 
contending nations. Let us view human nature in 
the earlieſt period of life; for, it is a queſtion-of 
ſact, rather than of abſtract reaſoning. Were we 
diſpoſed to remember God, the injunction to this 
purpoſe would be almoſt needleſs. But it is abſo- 
lutely requiſite on account of our natural ignorance 
and depravity. In this reſpe& © There is none that 
underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God; 
none that ſaith, where is God my maker, who giveth 
ſongs in the night?” * Even in early youth, before 
children are capable of being corrupted by the falſe 
principles and bad example of the wicked, they ma- 
nifeſt forgetfulneſs of God and averſion to religion. 
How much ſooner they learn a trifling ſong. than a 
plalm! An amuſing tale is more congenial to their 
minds than divine truth. When obliged to pray, to 
attend family-worſhip, or to hear. the goſpel, they 
feel themſelves under a painful reſtraint. Was there 
ever a child, who, of his own accord, and without the 
direction and authority of others; worſhipped his- 
Maker? All children, without exception, betray 
not only ignorance of religion, but proneneſs to evil. 
They need inſtruction to inform them of truth and 
duty, and correction to reſtrain them from wieked- 
neſs, 4 The rod and reproof give wiſdom : but a 
® Rom, iii. 10. Job. xxxv. 10. | 


C2 child 
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child left to himſelf bringeth his mother to ſhame.” 
Notwithſtanding all the 47 pot 1 bg the inhe- 


rent wickedneſs of the heart manifeſts itſelf in a n 
thouſand forms. Its ſubtlety is aſtoniſhing. "There W © 
are babes in nature and in grace: there are no babes, P- 
however, in fin. Henee, fin is with the greateſt pro- 

ani 


priety denominated in Scripture © our old man.”'— 
An obſerving eye may diſcern numberleſs fruits of the 
original corruption in the moſt docile, meekeſt, and de 
beſt-tempered child. By the fruit we judge of the PA 
tree. The notion that the ſeeds of piety and virtue, dre 
theſe much abuſed words, are the natural produce . 
of the human heart, is a mere figment contradicted ane 
by daily obſervation and univerſal experience. Has fro: 
morality kept pace with the progreſs of philoſophy, ea. 
and with improvements in the arts? Quite the re- ear 
verſe. The learning of Egypt, the ingenuity of PI. 
Greece, and the enterpriſing ſpirit of Rome, left 
their reſpective votaries in groſs darkneſs and ſhock- falſ 
ing depravity. Religion among them was a diſcip- 
line of impurity, and impure in proportion to the ther 
meaſure of their worldly wiſdom. The greater part It r; 
of our learned men, are © inventors of evil things.“ him 
Even children, according to their ability, manifeſt}! 
the ſame invective faculty. The ſtrict injunAions EYES 
given in Scripture to parents with reſpe& to the reli- Han K 
gious education of children, alſo prove the inherent Mah 
folly and corruption of man. The manifold exhor- ] 


_ tations, addreſſed to the latter, confirm this melan- 


choly truth. Paul exhorts even Timothy to“ Flee 
youthful laſts.” The ſad experience of the beſt men 
who ever lived, demonſtrates, that the ſeaſon of 
youth little deſerves to be called the ſeaſon of inno- 
cence, This title can be applied to itonly in acom- 
Parative ſenſe. Job acknowledges, that the iniquities 
of youth were one cauſe of the troubles which befel 
him in riper years: Thou writeſt bitter things 
boat againſt 
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againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the iniquities 
of my youth.” ® Whatis the language of the true pe 

nitent ? “I was aſhamed, yea, even confounded, be- 
cauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth.” + Are the 
penitential tears of the godly ſhed for a thing of 
nought? Are thoſe whom divine wiſdom hath taught 
and grace renewed, fools and fanatics? In confeſſing 
their own natural character, and in lamenting the 
degradation of human nature by fin, do they act the 
part of melancholy enthuſiaſts? No, my dear chil- 
dren: if you be ſtrangers to their views and temper, - 
you are not yet Created after God in righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs.” The depravity of man is evident 
from the tongue that denies it.—That you are ſo - 
ready to forget the Author of moral excellence in 
early youth, cannot be accounted for on any other 
principle. Temptation, evil example, the faſcinating 
charms of the world, and the flattering but frequently 
falſe hope of long life, derive their chief: power from 
the ſtrength of depraved paſũons. A new heart is 
therefore requiſite that we may remember our Crea- 
tor; and He alone, who made man at firſt, can make 
him a new creature. This is a work effected by the 
energy of an Omnipotent voice ; which opens the 
eyes of the blind; and turns the heart of ſtone into 
an heart of fleſh, warm with the impreſſion of its 
Maker's love. 


® Job xiii. 6. 1 Jer. XxxI. 29. 
END OF THE FIRST sERMON. 
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SERMON 11. 
Fees. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
$ days of thy youth. | | 


I” the foregoing diſcourſe we called your attention 

to theſe remarks ;—that God 7s the Creator of 

all things; that we ſhould know and acknowledge 

God as He is revealed in the Word ; and that all, 
and eſpecially children, are apt to forget Him. 

I now proceed to a 4th obſervation ;—That all, 
and particularly young perſons, are ftrongly obliged 
to remember God. The relation which He bears 

"to all, whether yaung, middle-aged, or old, implies 
this duty. He is our Maker, our Preſerver, our 
Benefactor. It is not here ſaid ſimply Remember 
God.“ The exhortation is expreſſed in terms which 
include a powerful argument to. enforce it: Res 
member thy Creator: a character implying on his 
part ſupreme authority, and on ours abſolute depen- 
dence. You reckon it a very unnatural thing and 
unjuſt to negle& thoſe on whom you depend for ſub- 
fiſtence, protection, and comfort. You are ſoliei- 
tous to pleaſe them, to preſerve their good will, and 
to ſoften their reſentment. How cautious your con- 
duct towards a benefactor, eſpecially if he move in 
a ſuperior ſphere, and be the inſtrument of giving 
you daily bread! "The text ſummons our attention 
to the Supreme Benefactor, the God of the whole 
earth, one poſſeſſed of infinite glory and majeſty di 
vine. How condeſcending his goodneſs, and hoy 
liberal! Mark its variety, extent, and profuſion 
Univerſal nature; the rifing ſun, the vernal breeze, 
the ſpreading ſhade, the refreſhing ſtream, the odo-{ 
ri ferous flower, the blcating lamb, and the tunefulf* 
bird, proclaim a preſent and munificent Deity. The 

| M&EAanci 
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meaneſt reptile that crawls, the wildeſt monſter that 

roams the deſert, with the more dignified ſpecies of 

animals, are all formed by the ſtrength of his arm, 
he and ſuſtained by the bounty of his hand. Man is a 

ſpecial object of divine goodneſs. How diminutive 

in appearance, how worthleſs as a ſinner, and yet 
on how ennobled by his Maker! “ When I conſider 
of che heavens, the work of thy fingers; the moon and 
ige ſtars which thou haſt ordained; what is man that 
Al, thou art mindful of him, and the fon of man that 
ä thou viſiteſt him?“ “ This mindful Benefactor 
all, beſtows not only the neceſſaries of life, but life itſelf, 
ged and the countleſs. bleſſings which we enjoy. He 
ars feeds the vital flame; for“ in him we live, and 
lies move, and have our being.” Are you rational crea- 
our tures, and not among the beats who have no under- 
ber ſtanding? Are you favoured with health, with the 
ich conveniences and comforts of life, with a proſperous 
trade, with agreeable companions, with a loving wife 
and obedient children, with faithful domeſtics and 
peaceable neighbours, and above all with the light 
of the goſpel ; theſe, all theſe bleſſings are the gifts 
of the Creator. Shall there be no ſenſe of depen- 
dence, no emotion of gratitude, and no deſire to do 
the things that pleaſe him? Children naturally re- 
vere and obey their parents. The former feel their 
dependence on the latter, are ſtudious to engage their 
love, and afraid of incurring their diſpleaſure. But 
conſider, my young hearers, that your dependence 
on the Creator is abſolute, and perpetual. And Him 
alone ſhall ye forget? He ſuſtains not only the cha- 
racter of a ſovereign, but hath aſſumed that of a friend 
and father. What is due to the children who deſpiſe 
ee zend diſobey their parenis * And can contempt of the 
 odo-fſbeſt of Fathers paſs unobſerved and unpuniſhed? 
nefullſ®* A fon honourcth his father and a ſervant his maſ- 
They Pal. viii. 3, 4. | 
eanelt : ter: 
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ter: if then I be a father where is mine honour? 
And if I be a maſter where is my fear?” © Hear, 
O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord 
hath ſpoken ; I have nouriſhed and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me!” Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and un- 
wiſe?” * Young people are bound by the moral law, 
by their very conſtitution as rational creatures, by 
the ties of gratitude, and by their early dedication to 
the Lord, to remember their Creator. To earthly 
parents, indeed, you are greatly indebted, and are 
under obligation to them which can never be com. 
pletely repaid, nor even fully felt till yourſelves know 
the tenderneſs of the parental heart. But they are 
only means of conveying divine bounty; and heir 
affection, ſtrong and tender as it is, is only a ſpark 
from the Father of lights, a drop from the ocean of 
everlaſting love. There is a fimilarity between the 
former and the latter in their nature and effects. As 
a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him.” In degree, however, they are im- 
menſely different as the heaven is higher than the 
earth, and the eaſt diſtant from the weſt. "The pit 
of our heavenly Father is infinite, effectual, immu- 
table, and eternal. Do ye forget the Lord your 
rock, and the Moſt High your redeemer ; the ever- 
laſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, who fainteth not, neither is weary” in doing 
good, and whoſe “tender mercies are over all his 
works?“ 

5. We ſhould remember God in every period and 
ſituation of life. When Solomon ſays ** Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth,“ he does notffion. 
mean that religion ſhould be confined to young per-ſſ+, . 
ſons. To « Fear God and keep his commandments, mag 
is the whole duty of man; and ſhould run throughſ be 
| ® If, i, 3. Deut. xxxii. 6, pl. e 


the 
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e whole nature and the whole life of man, being 
ways neceſſary and always ſeaſonable. There is 
o period and no ſituation of life in which we can 


nil-e excuſed from this duty. The authority of Hea- 
yeggen requires us to Truſt in God at all times.” The 
un-Wommand is very particular and explicit : “ Kings 
aw, Wt the earth, young men and maidens, old men and 


hildren,” are ſeverally enjoined to“ Praiſe the name 
pf the Lord; for his name is excellent.” * That man 


thy one is pronounced bleſſed, Who walketh not in 
areWhe counſel of the ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the way 
om -· f finners, nor fitteth in the ſeat of the ſcornful ; but 


is delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 
loth he meditate day and night.” 1 The reſolution 
ff the church is highly proper: © The deſire of our 
dul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee.” 
With my ſoul have I defired thee in the night, 
rea, with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early.” 2 
duch exerciſe can never be out of ſeaſon; — Thoſe who 
re grown up and ſettled in the world, ſhould take 
cd leſt the cares of the preſent life and the deceit- 


thbeſulneſs of riches harden their hearts againſt godlineſs. 
Pty IV hile “ Not ſlothful in buſineſs,” they ought to be 
mu- Fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” Nothing is 
yourFnore inimical to the intereſts of practical religion 


ver-Shan a worldly ſpirit. It cools the devotion of the 
eart, and finks the ſoul to the duſt. Fhoſe who 
und earthly things alone, or give theſe the firſt place 
n their defires and labour, Are enemies of the 
roſs of Chriſt,” by which he overcame the world. 

t crucifies all who are not crucified-to 7. They 
glory in their ſhame, and their“ End is deſtrue- 
ion.” 9 On them is executed the judgment writ- 
en; “ Confounded be all they that ſerve graven 
mages, that boaſt themſelves of idols.” Profeſſing 
o be worſhippers of the true God, and yet ſacrificing 


Pl. cxlviii. 11, 12, 13. + PL, 1.1; 2. ? If. xxvi. 8, 9. & Phil, iii. 19 
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their time and talents at the ſhrine of Mammon, the 
are real idolaters. This idolatry is more enſnarinz 
and dangerous than the idolatry of the heathens, 
Hence our Saviour warned his hearers with great 
emphaſis againſt a worldly ſpirit: “ Take heed an 
beware of covetouſneſs. Covetouſneſs, according 
to the proper ſenſe of the term, muſt not be confine 
to the narrow, ſordid, griping temper of the miſer 
It properly ſignifies an immoderate attachment tc 
worldly objects, particularly to riches; and may b. 
found in men who are called liberal and generous 
Often it aſſumes the appearance of induſtry, puts of 
the face of benevolence, wears the mantle of charity 
and lurks beneath the fair form of religion. Som 
profeſſors act as if they had diſeovered the way tc 
ſerve both God and Mammon; though our Sa viou 
declares this to be impracticable, and illuſtrates th 
aſſertion by a ſtriking ſimilitude: “ No man ca 
ſerve two maſters,” t whoſe tempers and orders an 
diametrically oppoſite, How abſurd the ſaying, tha 
ſuch a man is religious, but covetous! It is no leſ 
abſurd than to ſpeak of a ſober drunkard, or a chaſi' 
whoremonger. The ſoul may be as effectually polis G 
luted by the deſires of the mind, as by the defires off 
the fleſh. The tribe of worldly profeſſors belong t 
the generation who are clean in their own eyes, ye 
not purged from their filthineſs. The Seriptur 
juſtly elaſſes them with © the unbelieving who ſhallÞ 
not inherit the kingdom of God.” 4 It were ſtrang 
indeed if they-thould inherit a kingdom they neve 
ſought, never deſired, and are not qualified to enjoy 
Perſons who are advanced in life and oppreſſed wit 
the burthens of old age, muſt be miſerable indeed 
if they are ſtrangers to the ſupports- and comforts Arn 
religion. The companions of their youth ſleep itt t 
the duſt, and they themſelves are left almoſt aloneſpilct! 
® Luke xii, 15. + Matt. vi. 24. 1 Cor, vi. 9. 10. 
an 


any a ſad ſcene they have witneſſed, and many 


| nxieties they have felt. The remembrance of for- 
ns ver ſorrows and of joys that are gone for ever, is 
ea ill freſh ; and it is difficult to determine, whether 
an ne recollection of the one or of the other gives the 


oft acute pain. Pleaſurable feelings are blunted; 
nel ope fickens ; life becomes a burthen ; and death 
ppears with his tremendous ſeythe. What can for- 
fy and cheer the mind in theſe awful circumſtances, 
ut a ſenſe of peace with God through our Lord 
eſus Chriſt, and the well-founded proſpect of a 
appy immortality * To the aged ſinner the hoary 
ead is no crown of glory, and the grave is no re- 
huge: © His bones are full of the fin of his youth, 
hich lie down with him in the duſt.” * But, on the 
cher hand, a religious old man is a venerable and 
pvely character. His hoary head is a crown of 
lory, and there is within him a well of water ſpring- 
g up to everlaſting life. He reviews with delight 
e watchful care of Providence in the former pe- 
iods of his life, looks up to an Almighty Friend who 
Mhangeth not, pours out his heart into the boſom of 
is God, feels ſtrength of ſoul amidſt the decay of 
ature, and looks forward to death as the means of 
iſmiſſing him from painful ſervice to the enjoyment 
f eternal reſt. A voice full of majeſty, and ſoft as 
e falling dew, ſounds in the ear of faith; © Even 
d your old age 1 am He, and even to hoary hairs 
Will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear.“ t 
elying on the promiſe of a gracious God, the be- 
joydever, when ſinking to the grave, can utter the lan- 
ituage of hope and Joy * «« Yea, though I walk 
rough the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 will 
ar no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
ifaft they comfort me.” © My fleſh and my heart 
tileth ; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 

® Job xx. 21, "+ II. xlvi. 4. a 
portion 
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rtion for ever.” He waits for the conſolation of 
ſrael, and departs in peace, having ſeen, and hoping. 
fully to enjoy, the ſalvation of God. It is, there. 
fore, our duty and our intereſt to remember God in 
every period of life. In every ſituation of life, too, 
this ſhould be our exerciſe. Are we in proſperity, 


temporal or ſpiritual ; Let us remember the Author 


of all our mercies and the God of all comfort. While 
we view the gift, we ought to think of the Giver 
with devout gratitude. - The true Chriſtian ſees the 
hand of his heavenly Father adminiſtering a cup of 
water, as well as the cup of ſalvation, 'This imparts 
to his enjoyments a-reliſh, of which carnal men can- 
not form any idea. But he ſhould not, and does not 
Teek great things in the preſent world. Theſe often 

rove a ſnare; particularly by nouriſhing the pride 
of the heart. "The language of God concerning the 

ews deſerves our attention: They were filled, 
and their heart was exalted: therefore they have 
forgotten me.” * In adverſity, whether temporal 


or ſpiritual, let us remember God; adoring his ſo- 


vereiguty, vindicating his juſtice, and confiding in 
his love. Afflictions are the voice of a friend admo- 
-Niſhing us to conſider our ways, to remember whence 
we have fallen, whither we have wandered, and to 
turn to the Lord. Are you in ſpiritual diſtreſs, and 
apt to ſay the Lord hath forgotten me?“ Recol- 


lect, Chriſtian, his former kindneſs, and be aſſured 


that his gracious thoughts and purpoſes are liable to 
no change. When the myſtery of God is finiſhed, 
it ſhall, in a comparative ſenſe, be a myſtery no 
longer. Then, you ſhall be fully convinced that 
reſent trials are the neceſſary means of education 
for the ſervices and enjoy ments of the heavenly tem- 
ple. The Kings who reign there, the prieſts who of- 
ficiate in offering ſacrifices of praiſe, have come out 
* Ho!, xi. 6. 
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of great tribulation. This adds luſtre to their crown, 
and raiſes the ſong of thankſgiving to the higheſt 
pitch. No more they remember God, and are 
troubled ; but remember with gratitude and joy all 
the way by which he led them in the wilderneſs. 

6. We ſhould remember God preſently. The 
word now in the text muſt not be overlooked. It has 
'The exhortation allows not 
any delay. It reſpects the preſent moment. This 
alone is ours. Time paſt is irrevocably gone, and 
numbered with the years beyond the flood. Time 
to come is wholly uncertain.” © Now,” therefore, 
now remember thy Creator.” Though this refers 
primarily to the days of youth, when perſons are 
eſpecially liable to procraſtination, we may view it 
in a more extenſive light, as pointing out the neceſ- 
fity of remembering God“ now,” whatever be our 
Satan and the corrupt heart 
endeavour to divert perſons from preſent duty: and 
there are three devices ſuited to the different periods 
of life, which they employ for this wicked purpoſe. 
The firſt is, that it is too ſoon to think of religion, 
that life will be prolonged many years, and that at- 
tention to things ſerious is fit for the ſiek or the aged 
Such 1s the ſnare which the adverſary of 
ſouls ſpreads for the young: and many are entang- 
led in ĩt through the deceittulneſs of the heart. They 
are caught, like a ſimple bird, by the ſnare of the 
But what is life, even in its glory and vi- 
gour? The flower of grafs is not more frail, nor the 
vapour more fleeting. The wind 
and it is gone ; and the place thereo 


an important meani 


age or circumſtances. 


dark and filent houſe * for all living. 
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aſſeth over it, 
ſhall know it 


no more.” Though it were liable to no accident 
and to no external injury, it naturally decays and 
vaniſhes. Remember the companions of your child. 
hood: where are they? The greater part inhabit the 
And 
what 


” a 
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.what ſecurity have you againſt a ſpeedy diſmiſſion to 


the ſame abode ?—Befides, God juſtly requires that p- 
the prime of life ſhould be ſpent in his ſervice. Rea- ſo 
ſon and conſcience call you to devote yourſelves ti 
-wholly to Him, whoſe you wholly are. Childhood * 
is a ſort of blank in human exiſtence. The cares of 
of the world fill up a great part of mature age. The la 
old have little ability either for ſecular or religious an 


concerns. And ſhall the beſt period of life be de- to 
voted to the worſt enemy? Have you hitherto been I ih 
children of diſobedience, fulfilling the defires of the al 
fleſh and of the mind?” The time paſt may more ed 
than ſuffice for doing the will of depraved paſſions. | Pri 
<< Return, O backſliding children, ſaith the Lord.“ the 
Another device of Satan and the corrupt heart for nu 
baniſhing from the mind the remembrance of God, is, kat! 
that ſome future ſeaſon will be more convenient for fre 
this purpoſe. Such is the ſnare uſually ſpread for har 
thoſe in the middle ſtage of life. Immerſed in buſi- ee 
neſs and filled with the cares of the world, they find tim 
little time and feel leſs inclination for remembering Pr 
their Creator. Felix thought that coneern about 
the ſoul was inconvenient for a judge, amidſt the ee. 


multiplicity of buſineſs: and therefore, when his Unt. 
conſcience was awakened by the faithful addreſs of | P<®! 
Pau), he propoſed a delay. Conviction was thus | ame 
ſuppreſſed, and probably was never afterwards felt evil 
by him during life in the ſame degree. Go thy how 
way for this time; when 1 have a convenient ſea-f| in ſi 
ſon I will ſend for thee.” +. Shun the rock whichſ and 
proved fatal to that judge; and learn from his caſe than 
to remember thy Creator now. By experience you ſum 
may know that the longer religion is delayed, the ber, 
ſeaſon propoſed for attending to it is found to be the with 
more inconvenient. And can any thing be of equal hope 


or even comparable importance? „ What is a man} * > 
profited, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe 


Jer. ili. 14. + Adds xxiv. 25. 
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27 
his own ſoul? or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his ſoul?“ “ The acquiſition, though it were 
poſſible, would be comparatively trifling, remorſe ab- 
ſolutely certain as well as inconceivably bitter ;— 
tae loſs irreparable and eternal. Such an exchange 
would be more fooliſh and diſadvantageous than that 
of the fineſt eſtate for the ſmalleſt ſum, or of the 
largeſt kingdom for a toy.—A third device of Satan 
and the corrupt heart, is, to ſuggeſt that it is too late 
to think of religion, and that the door of mercy is 
ſhut for ever. Old and hardened finners, who after 
a life of carelefineſs and diſſipation have been awaken-- 


ed, are apt to fall into this ſnare. But they are ſtill 


priſoners of hope. While life laſts, white they hear- 
the goſpel, or read the word, the day of grace conti- 
nues. . Some, though few comparatively, have ob- 
tained mercy in the lateſt period of life and in ex- 
treme old age. Beware of preſumption on the one 
hand; and on the other, beware of deſpair. What- 
ever be your period of life, Now is the accepted 
time;” and while God demands preſent homage, he 
proclaims preſent acceſs to the houſe of mercy. 
« 'Turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope : 
even to-day do I declare, that I will render double 
unto thee.” + The gracious call given to a backſliding 
people, is directed to every thoughleſs tranſgreſſor 
among them: © Return ye now every man from his 

evil way.“ This furniſhes no encouragement, 
however, to the indulgence of ſloth and continuance 
in fin; becauſe the day of grace terminates with life, 
and nothing is more brittle, uncertain, and fleetin 

than the latter. Say not with the careleſs and pre- 
ſumptuous ſinner ; ** Yet a little fleep, a little ſlum- 
ber, a little folding of the hands to ſleep.” Nor ſay 


Jwith deſponding, deſpairing tranſgreſſors, Our 


hope is loſt,” “To- day, after ſo long a time, to-day 
3» Matt, xvi. 26. | + Zech. ix. 12, 6 4 Jer. xXxv. 15. . 
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if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.“ “ 
Prayer, when it proceeds from faith and produces 
obedience, draws down ſhowers of bleſſings, after 
all that we have done ; © Ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation, prove me now herewith, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a bleſſing.“ Therefore, Remember now thy 


Creator.” | 


7. The ſeaſon of youth is eſpecially proper for re- 
ligion; and religion is then e pecially neceſſary. 
Youth is the ſeaſon here pointed out by the inſpired 
Solomon for that purpoſe. © Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth.” Not, as we have 


obſerved already, that religion is improper in any 


period of life. Its neceſſity and propriety in every 


ſtage of human exiſtence, we have abundantly con- 


firmed and illuſtrated. But carly life furniſhes the 
beſt opportunity for attending to religion. Children 
are then under the influence of parental authority ; 
and their hearts are comparatively tender. Their 
ſtrength is yet unabated, nor are their minds diſtrac- 
ted with the cares of the world. If that ſeaſon be al- 
lowed to paſs away unimproved, there is little ground 
to expect future amendment. When the firſt period 
of life is ſpent in thoughleſs diſſipation, it is uſually 
followed by wickedneſs in manhood, and by a grace- 
leſs old age. We may apply to early youth the ad- 


vice of Solomon reſpecting the heart: “ Keep it 


with all diligence : for out of it are the iſſues of life.“ t 


It gives a turn and tincture to the whole of our future 


conduct. Religion too is eſpecially neceſſary in early 
life. Then there is a very ſmall. ſtock of experience. 
Reaſon has not yet acquired its full ſtrength. Paſ- 
ſions are violent; expectations from the world ſan- 
guine; diſappointments extremely mortifying ; and 
numberleſs ſnares are ſpread around; Religion fup- 


® Heb. iv. 7. + Prov. iv. 2g. i 
plies, 
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plies, in a conſiderable degree, the want of expe- 
rience. It gives double force to reaſon : . powerfully 
checks headſtrong paſſions ; moderates our hopes; 
ſoothes us under diſappointments; and warns us 
againſt the wiles of the world, Shall we undertake 
the voyage of life, a voyage in which we are expoſed 
to rocks and ſhoals, and muſt encounter winds and 
waves, without a true compaſs, and without a ſkil- 
ful pilot? Such a compaſs and ſuch a pilot, genuine 
religion alone furniſhes. Nay, it inſpires us with 
confidence in that God, Ghofe wiſdom is infinite, 
and whoſe voice the winds and waves obey. Re- 
member thy Creator” therefore“ in the days of thy 
youth.” —But the neceſſity and ſeaſonableneſs of re- 
ligion in early life will be conſidered more fully in 
the ſequel of this ſubject. Ns 
8. All who are under our charge or influence, and 
particularly young perſons,” ſhould be urged to re- 
member God : and endeavours ought to be uſed for 
this purpoſe. Solomon knew and felt the impor- 
tance of religion. It is indeed © the one thing need- 
ful:“ the firmeſt ſupport in adverſity, and in true 
proſperity the chief ingredient. It makes the ſimple 
wiſe, the weak ſtrong, and the timid bold as a lion. 
It furniſhes a tower of defence which nothing can 
overturn ; pleaſures which never cloy ; and treaſures 
that fill the wiſhes of the ſoul, and are laſting as 
eternity. It ſets limits to the paſſions, and rectifies 
every principle of action; opens ſources of delight 
to which the men of the world are ſtrangers, and eon- 
ters dignity that truly ennobles man. Solomon 
therefore gives a proof of his wiſdom and piety ; of 
his concern for the glory of God, and ſolicitude 
about the happineſs of men, in urging the remem- 
brance of their Creator, particularly on young per- 
ſons. It is not a cold advice, delivered in the lan- 
guage of an heart at caſe. The very manner of ex- 
nada: = Wh preſſion 
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Mon is vehement and lively ; it ſuits the tone of 
eling: © Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth.” Solomon may be conſidered as thus 
addreſſing his own children, one by one. In the 
firſt ſeven chapters of the book of Proverbs, he 
warmly addreſſes his ſon, probably the firſt- born of 
the family, and the heir to his throne. The matter 
of the addreſs being moral in its nature, and given 
through divine inſpiration, is obligatory on us, and 
furniſhes the beſt materials for inſtructing our chil. 
dren in the fear of the Lord. Hence an- apoſtle, 
when quoting a paſſage from that book, declares, 
that © the exhortation ſpeaketh to“ us“ as unto 
children.“ * According to the charge committed to 
us, the influence we poſſeſs, and the opportunities 
which offer, we ſhould admoniſh all, and particularly 
young perſons, to remember their Creator. Parents 
eſpecially are bound to promote the ſpiritual welfare 
of ebildren. So ſoon as the youte. ful mind opens, 
let the ſeeds of religious inſtruction be ſown. Set 
lineſs in a lovely light by a winning example. 
mplore Him, who has the hearts of all in his hand, 
to mould them after his own image. Travail in 
birth till Chriſt be formed” in your children: But 
alas! the greater part of parents neglect perſonal and 
domeſtic religion. Careleſsneſs about the latter 
naturally attends the want of the former. You wiſh 
perhaps that your children may be fober and vir- 
tuous. This is ſo far well: but religion furnifhes 
the only effectual principle of ſobriety and virtue. 
It rectifies the heart, fortifies the mind againſt 
temptation, and is the friendly monitor that effectually 
teaches us to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, to 
diſcharge our duty to God and our duty to man. In 
neglecting therefore to inſpire your children with 
religious ſentiments and principles, you act a fooliſh, 
unjuſt, and cruel part. Inſenſible wretches! forſti 
Heb, xii, 5. | 


parent: 
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parents you cannot be called, being callous as the 
oſtrich in the wilderneſs, who forgets and forſakes 
s her young ;—how will ye anſwer to God, to con- 
e Wl ſcience, and to your country, to the preſent age and 
ie Wl to poſterity, for the criminal neglect? This evil, 
of W however, is not confined to the prophane and irre- 
er MW ligious. A principal evidence of the decay of vital 
en and practical godlineſs in the preſent day, is, the lit- 
nd Wl tle concern which many profeſſors of religion feel, 
il- W and the little care which they exerciſe about the 
le, Wl rifing generation. They behave as if baptiſmal en- 
es, gagements were a mere ceremony, and religion itſelf 
nto Wl a vain ſhow. Such is /herr religion indeed! and its 
to fatal effects are likely to be felt by poſterity for ages 
ies yet to come. How feeble are the efforts of the truly 


rly I religious themſelves, when compared with what 
nts their endeavours might and ſhould have been! 

fare 9. Thoſe who really remember God vill endea- 
ens,  vour to promote religion in ethers, particularly in 
Set ¶ young perſons. Solomon was not only a wiſe, but 
ple. © a good man, and became more illuſtrious by his piety, 


and, than by his knowledge, or regal dignity and ſplen- 
il in dour. He was convinced of the truth of religion, 
But] felt its power, and practiſed its duties. With ref- 
and pect to the reality and fervour of his godlineſs in 
atter early life, there is no doubt. This great and good 
wiſh man was permitted, however, as a ſtriking monu- 
vir · ment of human weakneſs and of the influence of bad 
nſhes connections, to apoſtatize partially, and for a ſeaſon. 
irtue. fl Awful indeed was his apoſtacy both in its nature and 
zainſY conſequences. We would not excuſe or palliate the 
tually errors and corruptions of the beſt men. Sin is the 
ly, toſ fame in its nature, by whomſoever it be committed; 
1. Ia and is eſpecially aggravated in the caſe of the righ- 
with tcous. But there is abundant ground to believe, 
zoliſh, though the Scripture for wiſe reaſons does not men- 
s! forſtion his repentance expreſsly, that the defection of 
Solomon was neither total nor final. The promiſe 

arent! of 


32 EARLY, PIETY. 


of God to David reſpeQing him, ſecured his recovery 
by paternal chaſtiſement : * I will be his father, and 
he ſhall be my ſon: if he commit iniquity, I will 
chaſten him with the rod of men; but my mercy 
_ - ſhall not depart away from him.” “ His very name 
Fedidiah, given by the appointment of heaven, im- 
lies the ſpecial love of the Almighty, and divine 
3 is immutable. He was beſides an illuſ- 
trious type of Chriſt in endowments of temper, and 
that he could not have been, had his apoſtacy been 
total and final. It is highly probable too, that the 
book of Ecclefiaſtes was written by Solomon towards 
the cloſe of his life. It deſcribes his own views and 
feelings in the different ſtages of exiſtence, and con- 
q tains the reſult of bitter experience. The ſtrain of 
| it is penitential, and ſtriking are the leſſons of wiſ- 
dom which it delivers. It is the language of a good 
old man, deeply concerned about the-reformation of 
others, and particularly the ſpiritual, welfare of young 
perſons, The concluſion of the whole matter is well 
ſuited to a life, in the general tenor of it, religious; 
« Fear God and keep his commandments ; for this 
is the whole duty of man.” But ſuch, be Solomon's 
real character as it may, ſuch beyond al! peradventure 
are the views, defires, and endeavours of every wiſe 
and good man. His religion is neither an inactive 
1 nor a ſelfiſh. principle. It ſtimulates the mind to 
I purſue the path of duty with ardour, and to endea- 
1 vour that others may follow after righteouſneſs. 
The glory of his Maker and the beſt intereſts of 
fellow-men riſe to his view in all their intrinſic and 
Bo relative importance. Thoſe more immediately 
within the ſphere of his influence are the ſpecial ob- 
, jects of religious concern. As a father, and as a maſ- 
» ter“ He will command his children and his houſe- 
hold after him,” that they may “keep the way of 
the Lord.“ To the prudent exerciſe of authority, 
; TORE 2 Sam. vii. 2 16s | : 
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he adds inſtruction, example, and prayer. A good 
man leaveth” this invaluable “ inheritance to his 
children.“ The ſincerity of religion is juſtly to be 
ſoſpected in the man who manifeſts little concern 
about the ſouls of his offspring. He feels not the 
neceſſity, nor has taſted the ſweets of genuine godli- 
neſs. Theſe are inſtead of a thouſand arguments to 
the diſcharge of every duty, and particularly the reli- 
gious education of children. The god parent enters 
into the ſpirit of our text, and frequently repeats 
it, not only with his lips, but in the more forcible 
language of practice: Remember now thy Crea- 


tor in the days of thy youth.” Next to the falva- 


ion of. his own foul, the ſpiritual and eternal feli- 
ity of immediate deſcendants is the object of his 
arneſt deſire. One of the laſt and moſt fervent 
viſnes which the heart of ſuch a parent feels, is, 
hat children and children's children may be adopted 


into the family of grace, and that having ſerved the 
Lord on earth, = may join the general aſſembly 


and church of the Firſt-Born in heaven. . O happ 
iſh, when fulfilled ! Tt unites-parents and their 2 
pring in ſweet and indiſſoluble bonds. | 
Examine your fincerity in religion by this crite- 
ion, Does religion produce in you brotherly kind- 
eſs, in the extenſive ſenſe of the phraſe, as compre- 
ending a regard chiefly to the ſpiritual welfare of 
thers, and particularly of children? If truly reli- 


- ious, you muſt be ſolicitous that the riſing genera- 


ion, on whom ſo much depends, may ſerve the Lord. 
f religious parents, you cannot fail to inſtruct and 
dmoniſh your offspring on this ſubject. Some of 
ou, it may be feared, though ſettled in the world, 
hough maſters and parents, are ſtrangers to God 
nd unmindful of Him. It is high time to remem- 
er your Creator. To be without God in the world. 
to be without peace, without ſafety, without — 

1 ent 
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. Believe in him as the Lord your God. Pray tha 
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of a great and good king to his own ſon: . «© Knenlf 
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ſent hope. Remember Him now. View God a 
revealed in the Word, and reconciled in his Son, 


ou may be“ his workmanſhip created in Chrill 
J eſus unto good works,” Wich your body and you 
ſpirit glorify Him who is your Creator in this dou. 
ble ſenſe; firſt as the God of nature, then as the 
God of grace and ſalvation. Nor can you rendet 
ſervice more important and acceptable, than by reli 
gious care about the riſing generation. Let the wiſe 
man glory in his wiſdom, the prince in his titles 
and the worldling in his riches: be it your ambition 


KCC 
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to poliſh ſtones for the heavenly temple, that the Ah g 
with you may © be built up a ſpiritual houſe, late 


conſecrated an holy prieſthood.” — You, who are 
young perſons, have given ſome attention, I hope 
to what has been ſaid. I have frequently repeated 
the text, that it may be engraven in your memory 


nou; 
wee! 


ple 


: ; Nev: 
Oh that it may be written in your conſciences byf | 
the finger of God! To love the Lord your God! en 
the firſt and great commandment. How precioug, - 
and how pleaſant muſt the law of kindneſs be! T 1250 
heart is engaged. Believing and experiencing day ., 


vine love, the Chriſtian rejoices and worketh righte 
ouſneſs. Formed for God, he walkes with God. _ 
and expects to dwell in the houſe of the Lord fot 

; op f th 
ever.— I conclude with admoniſhing every youn 


Nutlic 


perſon within theſe walls, as by name, in the word 


et r 


thou the God of thy father, and ſerve him with 
perfect heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord 
ſcarcheth all hearts and underſtandeth all the ima 


ginations of the thoughts; if thou ſeek him, he will Fruth 


be found of thee; but, if thou forſake him, he wi wa 
calt thee off for ever! * | ap 
* 1 Chron, xxviii, 9. elles 

END OF THE SECOND SERMON. his { 
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SERMON III. 


FCOCCLES: xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth. | 


de HE human foul is a wonderful being. Though 
eli cloſely connected with the body, it is eſſen- 
"_ tially diſtin from matter. This is one of the pri- 


ary truths which ſcarcely require demonſtation. 
Every man who hearkens to the voice of his feelings, 
and turns his eye inward, muſt be conſcious of it. 


Matter, in all its modifications, is incapable of 
TWhought and reflection. The eſſential difference be- 
2 ween ſpirit and body may be aſſumed as a firſt prin- 


iple of reaſon, and it is confirmed by Revelation. 
Nevertheleſs, ſome, who bear the name of philoſo- 
ers, contradict it, and even call in queſtion the ex- 
iſtence of matter itſelf. They would make ev 

hing that we ſee or feel a ſhadow and a vifion. 


4 Having blotted out the univerſe, the next ſtep is, to 
* ſay that there is no God. For their real deſign is to 


et rid, if poſſible, of the uneaſy apprehenſion ariſing 
from the belief of a Creator, the Governor and Judge 


dio the world. A ſmall portion of common ſenſe is 
I uthcient to confute them. Such Philoſophers, or ra- 
2 ther ſuch fools, would ſink men to the level of beaſts, 


Wirike them off from the clafs of moral agents, and 
xelude them from the regions beyond the grave. But 
heir doubts, objections, and arguments cannot alter 
ruth and fact. Things will remain as they are, 
tough ſpeculatiſts ſhould rack their brains to invent 
lauſible theories for deſtroying human nature, and 
razing the world to its foundation. Man really pot- 
cfles a ſpiritual and immortal part. The faculties of 
his ſoul are noble, and place him far above the rank 

{the brutal creation, The capacity of the mind is 
MO vaſt, 
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[ | vaſt, and its range extenſive. It flies in a moment 
from the earth to the moſt diſtant ſtars, graſps the Vat 
univerſe, and is ſtill unſatisfied. No object but the. the 
great Creator himſelf can fill its thoughts and ſatisfy - I 
its defires. The underſtanding of man perceives ab- ¶ dut 
tract truths, follows a long chain of reaſoning, andi Part 
- draws remote conſequences. It is the eye of the "2" 
mind, and ſees much farther than the eye of the body, ma 
The will chooſes one object and rejects another, 2 © 
the underſtanding pronounces them to be good or evil. ume 
It is the taſte of the mind. The conſcience reſpeds they 
moral good and moral evil. It is the monitor of on 
human nature, and the vicegerent of our Maker, Your 
The memory retains impreſſions of paſt objects, and 
brings them again into view. Without this faculty, 
knowledge would flip away, and experience be 0 
no uſe. It is the ſtorchouſe of the mind. All theſe 
faculties belong to one ſimple ſoul, operating dif- 
ferently. But theſe noble facultics are only as the 
broken columns of a magnificent building, or the 
fragments of a palace. Man is depraved by fin, and 
fin-extends to his whole nature. Of this depravity, 
the mind is the chief and proper ſeat. The under- 
ſtanding, with reſpect to ſpiritual and divine objects 
is feeble and blind; the will is vitiated ; the con- 
ſcience is biaſſed by the falſe colours which the un 
derſtanding and will throw upon objects; the- me- Itor. 
mory is filled with vanity and abominations. I 
forgets the greateſt and moſt important objects; As 
forgets even the Author of our being, and the Sour 
of all our mercies. The Scriptures reveal this great 
Object in an amiable light to ſinners, and recal 
their attention to Him. Young perſons particular 


FF 


— — 


* \ 
- 
3 
2 
"If 
1 
0 
my 
* 
. 


are admoniſhed to conſider their Maker and ſupremerinci 
Benefactor, to implore his favour, and to give hintemen 
homage : Remember now thy Creator in the dayatd, + 


of thy youth.” 


N It 


In the preceding diſcourſes, we made ſeveral obſer. 
vations tending to illuſtrate the general meaning of 
theſe words, and now proceed to the | | 
II. Head of diſcourſe ; which is, to explain the 
duty here enjoined : « Remember thy Creator.” This 
part of the ſubject is applicable to all. Some, who 
have advanced beyond the period of youth, perhaps 
imagined, when we read the text, that it refers only 
to a ſmall number of the audience. Too apt at all 
times to put the word of grace far from themſelves, 
they are eſpecially difpoſed to hear in this manner, 
on ſuch occafions. But, though the ſubje& reſpects 
young perſons chiefly, it reſpects not them alone. It 
1s the bounden duty of all men to remember their 
Creator. If you have not yet remembered Him, it 
is high time to conſider the things which belong to 
your eternal peace. Another day, another hour, the 
next moment, and you may feel the vengeance of the 
Almighty without the leaſt mixture of mercy. ** Seek 
ye the Lord, while he may be found ; call ye upon 
Him while he is near.“ Turn afide, and ſee this 
great fight ;—a God willing to ſave you from ever- 


Waſting ruin, through the merits and mediation, the 


obedience and death of his own Son; a God willing 


Jo form you after his image, and to the enjoyment | 


ot happineſs and glory! . Remember now thy Crea- 


Nor.“ Remember Him, and live for ever; forget 


im, and utter perdition is the rp conſequence. 
—As the work of grace in the ſoul of man is begun 
by opening the underſtanding, the new creation being 


* If. lv. 6, : | 
$ light 
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light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhine into your hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory ef 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt !” 
1. Let us conſider the nature of this remembrance, 
It is a duty of the greateſt extent, comprehending 
whatever we owe to God, and the operation of the 
ſoul in all its faculties. It reſpects the whole of 
man, and the whole duty of man. Imagine not, 
becauſe conſciouſneſs of Deity is ſometimes felt, and 
recollection of his character occaſionally riſes in the 
mind, that you remember him in a proper manner. 
You endeavour to baniſh-the diſagrecable idea, and 
Haſten to worldly buſineſs, to pleaſure, to an amuſing 
Þook, to jovial and thoughtleſs companions, to any 
thing, for relief. Is this the remembrance which God 
requires? Is this the remembrance which He will 
approve? Be not deceived, my Brethern, let.conſcienc 
ſpeak, and it muſt declare, that you are alienated 
from the life of God, and that he is not to you an 
object of pleaſing remembrance. Devils themſelves, 
and wicked men, who are in the place of torment, 
remember their Creator always and with pain. . He 
is ever dreaded by them, and even preſent with them 
as the righteous avenger. The remembrance incul- 
cated in the text, therefore, conſiſts in the -exercile 
and expreſſions. of a religious diſpoſition. - It is th 
Habitual and chearful employ of an enlightened and 
renewed foul. More particularly this duty includes 
the following things. | 
I. Knowledge of the Creator. Remembrance ne 
ceſſarily ſuppoſes knowledge. We cannot reme 
ber any object with which we are entirely unac 
quainted. Hence, the apoſtle connects recolteQion 
with knowledge; “I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of theſe things;“ the 
things pertaining to godlineſs, “ though ye kno 
them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth.“ * It 
| * 2 Pet. i. 12, 
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the underſtanding diſcern not the Creator, it is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould repoſe confidence in Him as 
the Lord our God. They that know thy name 
will put their truſt in thee.” “ Without this, none 
an obey his precepts. The charge of David to 
Solomon accordingly began with the important ad- 


A Wnonition ; “ Know thou the God of thy father.” 
"Then a charge of obedience natively: followed: 
— Serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing 
NC 


ind.” We muſt ſubſerve the purpoſes: of the 
reator, whether we be acquainted with him or not. 
© I girded thee,” faid the Lord to Cyrus, though 
hou haſt not known me.” + The governor of the 
'orld hath a bridle in the mouths of the moſt obſti- 
ate and refractory, to check and to turn them at- 
pleaſure. As a ſkilful rider, he direRs their motions, 
nd manages them with eaſe. But the wicked are 
ſually inſenſible of his directing and reſtraining 
and, being like The horſe or the mule that have 
o underſtanding.” Even when the arm of the Al- 
ighty is ſtretched out and threatens vengeance, 
hey will not ſee it ; nay, judgments often render the 
eart ſtill more obdurate, and make the ſinner, like 
e goaded ox, to ſpurn at correction. Equally in- 


e way of fin, braving the terrors of the Lord, and 
Wot knowing that his goodneſs leads to repentance. 
Happy the man who ſees the Lord his God in the 
orks of nature, and in the diſpenſations of Provi- 
nce, in every affliction, and in every enjoyinent. 
acYut the word is the only medium through which 
Peſe things appear in a proper light. In that glaſs 
to puſze behold the glory of Jehovah diſplayed for the ſal- 
; tfition of men; it manifeſts the Sovereign of the 
knoWhiverſe, with the ſceptre of peace in his hand, and 
"9M 7 * Plal.. ix, 40. + II. xlv. 5. 
E 2 merey 


-rcilefttentive to the juſt diſpleaſure and the liberal boun- 
: the: of the Creator, tranſgreſſors go on heedleſsly in 
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mercy beaming in his face ; it reveals the Mediator 


o 


f 
between God and Men, and a work far more glo- 7 
rious than the viſible creation, — a work to which all f 
the other operations of Deity are ſubſervient, and, d. 
compared with which, are not to be remembered, pl 


« Remember ye not the former things, neither con- 01 
fider the things of old.“ Behold I will do a new of 
thing: now it ſhall ſpring forth, ſhall ye not know to 
it?“ «© This people have I formed for myſelf, they wi 
ſhall ſhew forth my praiſe.” Sing, O ye heavens, ſ rat 
for the Lord hath done it; ſhout, ye lower parts of ar: 
the earth, for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 


glorified himſelf in Iſrael.“ * It is in Jeſus alone, ey: 
the Redeemer and Head of the new creation, that wel the 
can obtain a comfortable view of the Creator. I 
his perſonal character, the Saviour is the brightneſi we 
of the Father's glory ; and the glory of God fhi wit 
in his face as Mediator. Have you ſeen this glonf wh; 
of God? If ſo, your underſtanding has been opened ſpec 
by the Father of mercies. ** An underſtanding ta ver! 
know Him that is true, God manifeſted in the real Fat 
complete, and only Saviour, muſt be “ given: and i viey 
is given in abſolute ſovereignty. © Bleffed art thou, as 
aid Teſus to Peter, when the latter remembered an man 
eonfeſſed the perſonal and official glory of the fo rem 
« Fleſh and blood hath not revealed this to thee Lorc 
but my Father in heaven.“ Do ye thus exper thy ( 
mentally . know the Lord, that he is God? Hadi ing t 


« he made” you“ his people? Or, are you (till iꝗ parti; 
norant of God ? Is the underſtanding till darkenedy impl. 
Then the heart muſt be alienated from the life q belor 
God.” An object that we fee is remembered; whiff ruine 
one of which we only hear ſoon flips out of ming belie\ 
Nothing but a view of God, and in his reconciled ch mercy 
racter too, can produce admiration of Him, and ſelſ the aj 
loathing on account of ſin: *I have heard of theeſ man r 


* If, xliii, 18, 19, 21. be 
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faid Job, © but now mine eye ſecth thee : wherefore 
I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes,” * Oy 
for divine teaching. Humbly aſk the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and revelation. Let young perſons particularly 
ad. plead the accompliſhment of the promiſe” in their 
. own experience: All thy children ſhall be taught 
of the Lord.” « All ſhall know me, from the leaſt 
to the greateſt.” 1 This is wiſdom indeed: and 
without it, men, amidſt all their attainments in lite- 
rature and in the ſpeculative knowledge of religion; 
are only fools. That ſurely muſt be arrant folly 
which leads us not to the Father of lights, ſnuts the 
eye againſt the eternal intereſts of man, and ends in 
the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. e/ 

2. Faith in the Creator. The remembrance which 
we owe to God is fimilar to that which we exerciſe 
with reſpe& to one nearly related to us, or one on 
whom we depend for ſubſiſtence and help. General 
ſpeculations concerning God as the Maker and Go- 
vernor of the world, and even as the Friend and 
Father of finners, avail nothing. There muſt be a 
view of Him as our Creator, and reliance on Him- 
as our Father. Remember 7hy Creator.” In 

many paſſages of Scripture, a perſonal and particular 
mei remembrance of God is enjoined : . Forget not the- 
thee Lord thy God; but thou ſhalt remember the Lord 
thy God.” 4 This is no vain repetition, no unmean- 
ing tautology. There is a ſtriking emphaſis in the 
vill ig particularity of the phraſe. The mode of exprefſion 
enedÞ implies the neceſſity of faith, and that appropriation 
life belongs to its very nature. A general faith has 
ruined thouſands, but can ſave none. The devils 
believe, and tremble.” They believe that there is 
mercy with God for finners; not indeed for any of 
ad ſelſ the apoſtate angels, but for tranſgreſſors of the hu- 
f thee man race. Such a belief increaſes their torment; nor 
Job. xlii. 6. + If, liv. 13. He b. viii, 11. f Deut. vi. 11, 38. 
1 D 3 can 
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can a general faith with reſpect to the reconciled 
character of God produce in us any ſolid comfort. 
What does it avail a criminal to believe that his ſo- 
vereign is of a merciful diſpoſition, and hath par- 
doned malefactors, if he himſelf receives not for- 
iveneſs. Were he to reje a proffered pardon, 
and reſt in ſpeculations concerning the royal cle. 
meney, all muſt condemn him as acting a fooliſh and 
mad part. The caſe before us 1s plainly parallel, 
Forgiveneſs is offered to all who read the word, to 
all who hear the goſpel.;—offered in the moſt parti. 
cular terms, without any exception or limitation. I, 
even I, am He,” faith the ſupreme Judge, the King 
eternal, „that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for 
mine own ſake, and will not remember thy fins.” 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him return to the Lord, 
and He will have mercy upon him, and to our God 
for he will abundantly pardon.” * There is no am- 
| biguity in the terms, and the offer is ſo explicit and 
pointed, that every man muſt either receive or reject 
it. The warrant of faith is founded on the divine 
invitation and promiſe, nay, on the divine command, 
« I will be your God.” Believe in the Lord 
your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed: believe his 
prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper.” The reſolution of 
the pſalmiſt was well-founded: “O my God, my 
ſoul is caſt down in me: therefore will I remember 
thee,” *© Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? 
Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe Him, who 
is the health of my countenance and my God.“ T 
The confidence of the church too had a ſure founda- 
tion: „“ Some truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes ; 
but ave will remember the name of the Lord our 
God.” 4 This object of reliance and hope acts in 
character as the covenant-God of believers ; working 
II. xliii, ag. lv. 7. 1 Pf, xlii. 6, 11. f Pf. xx. 9. 

deliverance, 
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43 
deliverance, which diſplays.an almighty arm; grant- 
ing ſupplies, which manifeſt unſearchable riches; 
and-conferring happineſs, that beſpeaks infinite and 


everlaſting love. am the Lord thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
houſe of bondage.” © My God ſhall pie all your 
need, according to his riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus.“ 
« He is not aſhamed to be called their God ; for he 
hath prepared for them a city.” Every young perſon 
is addreſſed in the following tender language: Wile 
thou not from this. time cry -unto me, my Father, 
thou art the guide of my youth?“ * Nay, © Who is 
among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his ſervant, that walketh in darkneſs and 
hath no light? Let him truſt in the name of the 
Lord, and ſtay upon his God.” F The foundation 
of faith is thus broad, and plain, and firm. Dangers 
and accidents cannot ſhake it ; nor can death, which 
drags the boſom of deſtruction over every other ob- 
je, ſweep it away. Hence the calm fortitude of 
the believer,. when perils ſurround, when creatures 
prove a broken reed, and when nature itſelf is diſ- 
ſolving : “I will fay of the Lord, he is my refuge 
and my fortreſs ; my God, in Him will I truſt.” In 
times of famine, the ſoul is kept alive, and verily 
fed: „Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 
ther ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the 
flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall. 
be no herd in the ſtall ; yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
J will be glad in the God of my ſalvation.” Approach 
the bed of the dying Chriſtian, and there behold the 
reality of religion and the triumph of faith. —How 
comfortable, when a parent in ſuch circumſtances 
can commit his departing ſpirit to the God of truth, 
who hath redeemed it; and alſo his fatherleſs chil 


V Jer, iii. 4. + II. 1. 10. 


dren 
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dren to the protection of the ſame immortal Friend! 
% God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land 
of Canaan, and bleſſed me:” I have waited for 
thy ſalvation, O Lord.“ „ Behold I die, but God 
ſhall be with you.” ® | | 

3. Gratitude to the Creator. A feeling mind 
does not bury favours in oblivion, A perſon endued 
with ſenſibility, and even with the principle of jul. 
tice, recollects his Benefactor, contemplates his kind- 
neſs, and warmly acknowledges it. This is a debt 
which the pooreſt may, in ſome meaſure, pay.—In- 
gratitude is often and with propriety denominated in 
Scriptute forgetfulneſs. The chief butler of Pha- 
rah Remembered not Joſeph, but forgot him.” 
The inſenſibility of a profeſſing people toward the 
ſupreme Benefactor is thus cxprefled : They re- 
membered not His hand, nor the day when He deli- 
vered them from theenemy.” F The unthankful 
and the evil,” are two characters joined together in 
the ſacred volume, and they are connected in fact. 
Such a temper of mind is fo odious that every man 
ſeverely condemns it, and is eager to aſſume the ap- 
pearance of gratitude, even though, like the ſerpent in 
the fable, he ſhould ſecretly ſting the boſom that pre- 
ſerved and cheriſhed him. Inſtances of real ingra- 
titude towards fellow-men are not rare ; and furniſh 
a ſtriking proof of the depravity of human nature. 
Many who make liberal profeſſions of obligation, 
and lay claim to the fineſt ſenſibility, conceal under 
this fair maſk a treacherous and callous foul. Their 
words are ſmoother than butter, but war is in 
their hearts: their words are ſofter than oil, and yet 
are as drawn ſwords” and are perhaps turned againſt 
the man whoſe bread the ungrateful wretches have 
eaten. Such perſons are the peſt of ſociety, and 
more dangerous than the thief or the robber. He 


Gen. xlviii. 3-22. Xxlix. 18. + PL, Ixxviii, 42. 
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dnly deprives you of a little property or threatens 
your life ; they attempt to murder and mangle your 
reputation, which is better than riches, and dearer 
to a man of conſcience and honour than life itſelf, 
Like the peſtilence, they uſually deſtroy unſeen : but 
ſometimes are fo loſt to feeling and ſhame, as to waſte 
at noon-day. The moſt reſpectable and benevolent 
character, - the character of their own benefactor 
and friend, is held up to ridicule and deteſtation. In 
the eyes of ſenſible men, however, ſhamelefs ingrates 
only pourtray the folly and wickedneſs of their own 
hearts. — Others have a lively ſenſe of favours con- 
ferred by a fellow-creature. Their expreſſions of 
gratitude flow from a warm and thankful heart. But, 
alas! the ſupreme Benefactor, the Author of every 
good gift, is neglected and forgotten by the greater 
part of men. There are no aſpirations of devout gra- 
titude within them. The cuſtom of imploring the 
bleſſing of the Almighty on daily bread, and of thank- 
ing him for his goodneſs, is diſcarded, particularly 
from the tables of the great; and when obſerved by 
thoſe in the lower ranks of life, is often nothing but an 
empty form. Go to the ox and to the aſs, ungrate- 
ful wretch, and learn from them to acknowledge 
Him who feeds you, and whofe you are by the right 
of creation. Boaſt not of your gratitude to men, 
while you are unmindful of the Creator. The for- 
mer, in you, is the effect of inſtinct, not of principle; 
and marks ſtrongly indeed the monſtrous inconſif< 
tency of your temper. Callous muſt that heart be 
which feels not obligations fo great and manifold. 
Moſes, in his dying charge to the tribes of Iſrael, 
paints their ingratitude in very black colours, and 
mentions it as polluting their whole character : 
« Their ſpot is not the ſpot of his children, they 
are a perverſe and crooked generation.” Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and _— 1 
| | 8 


— 4 


—— q MA SCE WA of CY — Þ 
U — - $ S® 


—_ z 
Ce ©. 
a 228 — 7 — 2 
— — — a wr — — Rr I re en 


46 EARLY PIETY. 


Is He not thy Father who hath bought thee; Haty 
He not made thee; and eſtabliſhed thee ?” „Of the 
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful ; and haſt 
forgotten God that formed thee.” *— T he proper re- 
membrance of God is the expreſſion of gratitude to 
Him as our benefactor, who confers temporal and 
eſpecially ſpiritual bleſſings on needy and undeſerv- 
ing, nay, on guilty and vile objects. This temper 
of mind is heightened by the recollection of our own 
ingratitude formerly, and a fenſe how inadequate 
our preſent returns are. The faerifices of praiſe are 
offered with the fire of grateful affections, though 
mingled with ſmoke, and are © accceptable to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt.” The mercies, which he hath con- 
ferred, are devoted to the Giver. © What ſhall 1 
render to the Lord? All his benefits towards me.“ + 
Children, you feel emotions of gratitude towards an 
earthly friend, and ſhall He, who gives you all things 
richly to enjoy, receive no grateful return? You 


mark and avoid an ateful play-fellow, as one fect 
poſſeſſed of a cold, ſelfiſh, and baſe ſpirit. Take the 
heed, leſt ye yourſelves poſſeſs the ſame temper of of n 
mind towards the Author of every good gift. Lou rea 
are inſtructed by parents to acknowledge the Crea- ela 


tor, before and after the ſtated refreſhments of the ing 


body,—every morning and every night. Let the Ipect 
heart feel what the lips expreſs: „and all that is ther 
within you be ſtirred up to bleſs his holy name. It cart 
is a good thing to ſhew forth hrs loving kindneſs in Ne 
the morning; and %s faithfulneſs every night.“ $ thal] 
I ͤbeſeech you therefore, by the mercies of God, Wo tt 
that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice.” This ot 
is “ reaſonable,” profitable, and pleaſant ſervice. emb 
Devout gratitude-is its on reward. It expands the ſhed 
+ Ho A oy FO ſupp! A the pollage i var 
cxvi. 12. e wor upplem Ha | 
much more explatic 1 * 1 Pl. Aeli 2 , n ” as and 


mind, 
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mind, fills the ſoul wich the moſt refined ſenſibilities, 
and produces in ſome thappy moments the glowing 
tranſports of angels. 

4. Love to the Creator. Love is inſeparable from 
gratitude. Beneficence naturally conciliates eſteem 
and regard. Attheral benefaQor appears in an eſti- 
mable and amiable light. We willingly ſpread a 
veil over his infirmities, and conſider him as a ſort 
of guardian angel, ſent to protect the defenceleſs, to 
relieve the needy, and to ſoothe the afflicted. We 
remember a near relation, or a faithful friend, with 
affection. His lovely image frequently riſes-in the 
mind ; with unſpeakable pleaſure the mind con- 
(emplates his excellent qualifications, his winning 
deportment, and benevolent actions. Such is the 
remembranee, "which God, the Author of excellence, 
n requires of us. The ſun, the immediate ſource of 
slight and heat, of life and joy, to the world, is only 
u I bis ſervant, and a faint emblem of his radiant per- 

ſedtions and unbounded goodneſs. Manifeſted in 
the Redeemer, God is LOVE. Even as the God 
of nature, he is more nearly related to us than any 
creature, for this benefactor is our Creator. The 
relation, however, is more cloſe and ſweeter, accord- 
ing to the tenor of the new covenant. In this reſ- 
pect he aſſumes the eharacter of a Father ;—a Fa- 
ther, compared with ag the Kindeft parents on 
earth are evil. If ye, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your 3 how much more 
ſhall your Father, who is in heaven, give good things 
to them that aſk him.” * Shall ſuch a Father be for- 
gotten? Or, ſhall our regard to Him be as dying 
Jembers and the ſmoaking flax? When his love is 

med abroad in the heart like the enlightening and 
genial beams of the ſun, the frozen affections are 
warmed and melted, ſtreams of love and joy flow, 
and the lips pour out effuſions of cordial eſteem and 


id, Mau. vii. 11. 
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ſupreme delight. Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire Nit i 
beſides Thee.”* A ſenſe of divine kindneſs is deeply I me 
felt, and particular inſtances of it are rehearſed with Wtho! 
pleaſure. © I love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard 
my voice and my ſupplications.” I was brought 
low, and he helped me. Thou didſt deliver my a 
ſoul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet 
from falling.” + The leading expreſſion of divine 
regard, even the death of God's own Son, is ther 
acknowledged with deep humility and tranſports of 
joy. © Herein is love; not that we loved God, but Rec 
that He loved us; and ſent his Son. to be the propi- 
tiation for our fins.” 4 Bleſſed pledge of immutable 
kindneſs! The contemplation of the believer is fixed 
on an everlaſting Father, who “ reſts in his love.“ 


Vi 


The remembrance of any dear deceaſed friend is doe 
mingled with pain. We behold his work, but the lim; 
worker is gone. Tokens of his affection remain, I 5th 
but the hand that beſtowed them is mouldered into n ing 
duſt. The fond parental heart, once tremblingly Nniſcor 
alive to our afflictions and our wants, beats no more. ing t 
It hath reſted from its labours. No diſagreeable cir-Khadve 
cumſtance of this kind, however, is mingled withBfeelir 
the remembrance of God, the greateſt and the beſt of lit a | 
friends. When my father and my mother for- round 
fake me, then the Lord will take me up,” in thei{.cor 


arms of his power and pity. The Lord livethyc tim 
and bleſſed be my rock.” -O, my young hearersſices, | 
let your warm affections center here! Diſappoint-Ihen x: 
ment and ſorrow are unavoidably felt by all whoſhul, in 
place ſupreme regard on any other objeQ.  'Theormy, 
world is filled with complaints of broken friendſhipsngem 
ungrateful returns, and diſappointed affeQtionForgtity 
None, who give their heart to God, ſhall ever ref juſtif) 


N laxiii./ % k . ci, 1, 6, . 71 John iv. 10, '© pexie 
b 0 Pl, xxvli. 10. xviii. 46. a 
pe 
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pent it. He deſerves the whole heart, and demands 


it in the moſt engaging language; My ſon, give 
me thine heart.“ I love them that love me, and 
thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me.'* 

END OF THE THIRD SERMON. 


; | — —_ — 


SERMON IV. 


ut WE ccLEs. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
i- days of thy youth. 

le 
ed 


”” 


V have mentioned ſeveral things, which the 
duty here enjoined includes, ſuch as, Enoto- 
[:dge of the Creator; faith in Him; gratitude to 


F* 


the lim; and /ove.—l proceed to obſerve, 

an, 5thly, That it includes Sorrow, on account of fin. 
nto Mn ingenuous mind feels remorſe for any inftance of 
gly Nniſconduct, or of ingratitude, towards a liberal and 


ind benefactor. Even improprieties of behaviour, 
nadvertently committed, give pain, on reflection, to 
feeling heart. If, in the r e you in- 
t a generous friend, who hath afforded no real 


f- contrition, follows! Were you, for a conſidera- 
le time, through falſe views and groundlefs preju- 
rer$ices, to act the part of an enemy towards him: 
ointShen rational and unbiaſſed reflection returns, the 


whopul, inſtead of pouring out ſtores of poiſon, drinks 


Tbe 
(hips 
Qio 
er re 


ormwood and gall: you vindicate your friend, 

Mmdemn yourſelves, acknowledge your monſtrous 

oratitude, and endeavour, by ſubſtantial Kindneſs, 

juſtify the fincerity of grief. If a friend, during 

lc period of your coldneſs and averſion, has acted 
Prov. Kxiii. 26, viii. 17. 


pe | ; F | the 


Fs. 10, 


ound of provocation; what contuſion of face, what 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the godlike part of forbearing and forgiving, and das 
iog good ; your forrow, for paſt miſconduct, is pro- 
portionably bitter. The contraſt Letween ingratitude 
on the one hand, and perſevering goodneſs on the 
Other, is ſeen in a very ſtriking light. The tender. 
neſs of Joſeph towards his cruel brethren and his 
cordial forgiveneſs, firuck them dumb with amaze. 
-ment and ſhame. "Their hearts were wrung with 
.anguiſh and remorſe. Conflicting paſſions, a mix. 
ture of fear and hope, of ſorrow and joy, roſe in 
their breaſts, and ſtopped utterance. The father 
of the vagrant prodigal, when the latter recovered Pre 
his ſenſes and purpoſed to return, ſaw him afar off. A 
with the exploring eye of a parent, haſtened to meet 
him, and loaded him with careſſes of forgivenck ib 
and love. The ſon, almoſt overwhelmed with in-M ** * 
genuous grief, exclaimed ; Father, I have ſinned!" nor 
But what are the moſt atrocious offences commit. 
ted againſt a fellow: rxeature, the ' beſt father, and 
the kindeſt benefactor, when compared with offence 
committed againſt God himſelt! The proportion i 
infinitely Jeſs than that of a few pence to a thouſant 
talents. Every fin is ultimately againſt the ſupremt 
Lawgiver. It is oppoſite to his authority and nx 
ture, to his law and love, to his greatneſs and good 
meſs. He loads rebels with benefits, warns theme 
their danger, delivered up his own Son to atone fo 
numan guilt; urges them to be reconciled ; offe 
complete, free, final, forgiveneſs; perſeveres in hi 
kind invitations, though theſe have been often de 
ſpiſed, and proteſts, in the moſt ſolemn manner, h p 
Teadineſs to deliver from eternal ruin. As * 
Jive,“ ſaith the Lord God, “ have no pleaſure i D a 
the death of the wicked, butthat the wicked turn frodf , ©) 


His evil way and live: turn ye, turn ye, from yo oY 
eEVIEWAYS, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? not e 


* Ezck. xxxiii. . 4 
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When fin with all theſe aggravating circumſtances is 
felt, and pardon through the merit of the Redeemer 
is received, “ what carefulnefs is wrought” in the 
heart! “ yea, what indignation! yea; what fear! yea; 
vid At revenge!!!“ „Thou ſhalt know that I am 
the Lord, that thou mayeſt remember and"be-eon< 
im fon ded, and never open thy mouth any more be- 
- cauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified towards 
„mee for all that thou haſt done.“ ? Godly forrow 
thus ſprings from the faith of pardoning mercy, and 
produces the fruits of repentance. Sin, that evil 
of and bitter thing, is felt, confeſſed, hated, and for- 
u ſaken. An oppoſite courſe is purſued, and the heart 
is formed to the way of holineſs. True repentance 
is an habitual temper of mind, not a tranſitory emo< 
| qi tion. The genuine penitent is led in the way to 
; Zion with weeping and with ſupplication.— Re- 
pentance, my young friends, is proper and neceſſary 
even for you. Sin is univerſal. There is no cha- 
raQeriſtic of human nature more extenſive and more 
deeply marked than this. The forms of iniquity, 
indeed, are almoſt infinitely diverſified ; but it is to 
be found in all nations, how different foever their 
language and cuſtoms be: and in all individuals; 
amidſt the endleſs variety of their appearance, tem- 
per, and purſuits. The ſavage and the poliſhed 
eitizen, the prince and the beggar, the child and the 
man of grey hairs, are in this reſpect on a level. 
The depravity of your nature hath produced, even 
© in the early period of life, many corrupt and bitter 
fruits. Have you rendered to the Lord according 
to his goodneſs, in watching over you during the 
days of helpleſs infancy and feeble childhood; in 
bringing you back from the gates of death; in fa- 
„Jvouring you with kind and religious parents? Are 
not omiſſions of duty ſinful? Some things at firſt 
: | 2 Cor, vii. 11 I Ezek. xvi. 62, 63. 
Wig | F-:2 view, 
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view, and in appearance trivial, derive enormity 
from the ſituation and circumſtances of the offender, 
Remember Lot's wife.” She only looked back; 
but that look betrayed unbelief, with reſpect both to 
the threatning and the promiſe of the Lord ; hypo. 
criſe, and an heart too much attached to the world. 
Make not tempora] mercies the ſtandard of the di- 
vine favour, e cannot know love or hatred by 
what is before us in the courſe of Providence. Nor 
think that thoſe are the greateſt ſinners on whom 
the awful judgments of the Almighty have been 
viſibly inflicted. The men, on whom the tower of 
Siloam fell, were not more enormous tranſgreſſors 
than many who eſcaped that terrible viſitation. Un- 
leſs ye repent, ye ſhall as certainly periſh, though in 
a different manner. Without delay, therefore, ſeek 
and exerciſe “ repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” All the threatnings 
of the law cannot break the flinty heart, nor produce 
evangelical contrition, The ſorrow of the legaliſt 
ſprings chiefly from terror. The conſcience feels 
acute pain, but the heart hates not fin. His griet 


is the wailing of a flave who dreads the diſpleaſure 6 
of his maſter and ſmarts under the rod; the ſenſa-W Th: 
tion of a ſervant who, without cauſe, complains ot cord 
unjuſt ſeverity. It is not the diſintereſted compunc-JV quit 


tion and ingenuous feeling of a ſon who hath offen- tern 
ded, and who is overcome by parental kindneſs. tent 
But a word, a look from Jeſus breaks the rock ing tlie 
pieces, and turns it into a fountain of waters. Hef ever 
looked on Peter, and that apoſtle, being filled with tent 
ſhame and grief, „went out and wept bitterly.” It} bcfo 
divine grace was requiſite to“ renew Him again to tract 
repentance ;” it muſt ſurely be requiſite to producef forg 
this temper in habitual tranſgreflors. Can the pro- ſian 
miſe of God be needleſs on the one hand; or, on the wick 
other, can it be ineffectual ? They ſhall come with : « | 

weepingh 
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ty WM weeping, and with ſupplications will J lead them.” 
er. Js the prayer of faith vain? « Turn thou me, and IT 
k ; gal be turned.“ Will you not believe the language 
to ct experience? “ After that I was turned, I re- 
0- WM pented; and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote 
Id. upon my thigh: I was aſhamed, yea, even con- 
di- MW founded, becauſe I did bear the reproach of my 
by W youth.” * Imagine not, however, from this deſerip- 
lor tion, that godly ſorrow is deſtitute of comfort. It 
om Wl ariſes from the hope of divine mercy, nay, from ex- 
zen Wl perience of divine love. It is the ſenſation of a par- 
* of Wl doned criminal, and the tender confuſion of à re- 
ors MW claimed fon. The confeſſion of the true penitent is 
In- the burſt of affeftion. There is pleaſure: in his” 
in tears, and theſe ſhall be turned into the wine of 
cek W ſtrong conſolation. © Blefted are they that mourn, 
ich for they ſhall be comforted.” © TI have ſurely heard 
Ephraim bemoaning himſelf.” © Is Ephraim my 
dear ſon? Is he a pleaſant child? For finee I ſpake 
againſt him, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill; 
there fore my bowels are troubled for him: I will 
ſurely have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord.“ t 

6 This remembrance includes fixed attention.” 
The word tranſlated “ remember” fignifies to re- 
cord, or to engrave in the mind. Attention is re- 
quiſite to diftin& rememorance. . Accordingly, the 
term © remember” is uſed in Scripture to denote at- 
tentive conſideration ; © Remember them who have 
the rule over you.“ 4 Perſons ſometimes obſerve? 
even an important object with a ſmall degree of at- 
tention; and hence recolle& it indiſtinctly. It paties: 
before their eyes as a ſhadow, and ſearcely leavesta 
race behind. In many cafes, they endeavour toi 
forget what the mind naturally preſents, or circum- 
ſtances ſuggeſt. Now, this is the character of 
wieked men with reſpect to the greateſt and moſt 
fler. xuxl. 18, 191 + Jet. Xi. 18, 20. & Neb. vii. 5 
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important Object. God” is ſaid “ not to be in all 
their thoughts.” Suggeſtions concerning Deity, the 
tranſgreſſion of His law, and a future ſtate of retri. 
bution, muſt unavoidably at times riſe in the, ſoul, 
But the ungodly deviſe numberleſs expedients for 
baniſhing from the mind ſuch unwelcome intruders, 
Things preſent, viſible and groſs, are ſuited to the 
temper and taſte of the carnal mind. Objects future, 
inviſible and pure, are conſequently diſregarded, 
The verieſt trifles engage the attention of “the na- 
tural man;“ while he totally neglects ſubſtantial rea- 
lities, and conſiders them as the dream of a night 
viſion. The proud underſtanding and the proud heart 
turn away, from the humbling diſplay of grace in the 
goſpel, with coldneſs and averſion. But the genuine 


Chriſtian weighs things temporal and things ſpiritual 


in the balances of reaſon and of the ſanctuary. 
Hence the latter chiefly engage his attention. He 
beholds God as a kind Father, not as an auſtere 
maſter or inexorable judge. On that auguſt and 
amiable ObjeQ, — his eye and his heart are 
fixed. He attentively ſurveys the various characters 
of the Lord, as the God of nature, of providence, 
and of grace. Thus religious knowledge is increaſed, 


faith is ſtrengthened, gratitude ſwells, love burns 


with a pure flame, and godly forrow fills the eyes 
with tears. On ſome occaſions, indeed, through the 
prevalence of unbclief and the ſnares of the world, 
the Chriſtian either remembers God and is troubled, 
or his attention 1s diverted from this object. Such, 
however, cannot be the habitual temper of any ge- 
nuiĩne ſaint. He goes to the ſanctuary, and there 
his doubts, with reſpe& to the favour of Heaven 
and the diſpenſations of Providence, are reſolved. 
His ſoul cleaves to the duſt only for a ſeaſon. 
He is again elevated to the contemplation of hea- 
venly objects, and purſues them with ardour. The 
prize of eternal life being full in view, it the 

oul, 


I 


E 
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ul, and every other object is comparatively forgot- 


-n and left behind. The believer, like the martyr 
tephen, looks ſtedfaſtly up into Heaven, and, by 


e eye of faith, ſeeing his God and his Saviour, 


abitually diſregards both the wrath and the allure- 


ents of the world. His daily prayer is, „Turn 


way mine eyes from beholding vanity.” * That 


e vain world ſhould occupy ſo much of his atten- 


on without neceſſity, and that vile fin ſhould en- 


ge it at all, is the burthen of the Chriſtian. Often, 
rough the weakneſs of grace and the preſſure of re- 
aining depravity, the ſpiritual eye fails, and the 


ing of devout deſire droops. Hence he longs for 


e happy time, when, with fixed and unwearied 


ye, he ſhall behold the glory of God in the face of 
ſus. Then the mind wanders no more; but, 


ited to its object, is completely drawn to the cen- 


e of eternal reſt. Even now, as it is the general 


m of the believer, ſo in ſome precious moments he 


in ſay in truth; “ My heart is fixed, O God, my 
kart is fixed; I will fing and give praiſe.” Let 
ot your thoughts and deſires, my young friends, be 


attered among a thouſand vanities which look bi 
a diſtance, but leflen as we approach them, ſhrink 
cccedingly in poſſeſſion, ſoon cloy, and ſoon paſs 
ray never to return. He is a fool who fixes his 
e and his heart on that which is ſo uncertain of 
tainment, ſo little when attained, and held by a 
nure the moſt precarious. The world, which ſo- 
its your attention, and preſſes on the ſenſes, is 
ling on to deſtruction, and its gayeſt ſcenes are 
rpetually ſhifting. It is a floating bubble, which 
itters for a moment, then burſts and diſappears 
rever. Be your's the wiſe requeſt and heartfelt 
tperience of the Pſalmift; Lord, lift thou up the 
ht of thy countenance upon us.“ Thou halt put 
Pf. cxix. 37. + Pf. lvii. 7. 
gladneſs 
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gladneſs in my heart, more than in the time thit 
their corn and ther wine increaſed.” * Wherrth 
eyes of the ſpiritually blind are opened, the firſt ob 
ject that they ſee is the Author of ſight, who is g 
once the ſun and the phyfician of the ſoul. Th 
the promiſe is accompliſhed ; “ At that day ſhall 
man look to his Maker, and his eyes fhall have rd 
pect to the Holy One of Ifrael.” +—We muſt loc 


up ſtedfaſtly into heaven, if we would ſee the gouf 
of God, and ſpiritual things revealed for the ſuppoſſaint 
nouriſhment and joy of our hearts. " he u 

7. This remembrance includes religions meditaWod 1 
tion. This obſervation differs not much from Hands 
former; nevertheleſs it is really diſtin, and o 


ſcrves a ſeparate view. The former properly reſe 
to the act of the mind in fixing the intellectual e 
on ſpiritual and divine things ; the latter properl 
refers to the exereiſe of the mind, when the eyei 
thus fixed. I fix my eye on a curious object, an 
then ſurvey it minutely. What we do not meditat 
on frequently, is either ſoon forgotten entirely, 
indiſtinaly remembered. The word © remember 
is accordingly in ſome paſſages of Scripture ſynony 


mous with the term medr7ate : © Remember hi inbo 
marvellous works that he hath done.“ It runs i hich 
the metrical tranſlation thus, © Think en the worherfect 


which he hath. done.” An object that ſtrongly en 
gages the heart is the frequent ſubject of attentiy 
review. It naturally occurs to the mind, and! 
contemplated with pleaſure.—Devout meditatid 
is an important branch of religion. We find i 
connected with the remembrance of God; «© I wil 
remember the works of the Lord; ſurely I will re 
member thy wonders of old.” I will meditatt 


This exerciſe may be-conſidered both as occaſional 
* Pl. uv, b, 7. + I.. xvii. 7. + Pl cv. 3. Pf. Ixxvil. 11, 1% 


all 
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and as ſtated. —As occafional.. Many circumſtances 
end to produce the recollection of a friend, and to 
xcite meditation with reſpeCt to him. The place 
here he lives, the anniverſary of the period when 
ve were firſt acquainted with him, any token of his 
ffection which we poſſeſs, the fruit of his labour, 
he preſence of thoſe who hate, or of thoſe who love 
im, —preſent his image to the mind. All theſe cir- 
umſtances concur to produce in the mind of the 
aint the remembrance of God. He juſtly conſiders 
he univerſe as a great temple inhabited by the living 
nd immortal One, and that fabric as reared by the 
ands of the Almighty; the time when he began to 
now and acknowledge his Maker is not forgotten; 
he tokens of divine affeQion are viſible on every 
de; the open enemies of the J. ord are numerous; 
nd his genuine friends occaſionally appear. Fre- 
vent, therefore, are the occaſions of devout medi- 
tion; nor are theſe neglected by the Chriſtian. 
lmoſt every object and every occurrence ſuggeſt 
dme ſpiritual truth to the renewed ſoul. The ſun. 
minds him of “ the Father of lights, who is with- 
ut variableneſs and ſhadow of turning.” In the 


dom 
er HH inbow he ſees a ſign of that covenant of promiſe 
ins M hich ſurrounds the throne of Jehovah, and ſecures 
vorlcrieAt ſafety, A ſpreading and fruitful tree is an 

blem of the Saviour, under whoſe ſhadow the 


hriſtian repoſes and feeds with great delight. A 
rer figuratively repreſents that river, “the ſtreams 


taticYhcreof make glad the city of God.” The ſueceſ- 
nd n of day and night, the revolutions of the ſeaſons, 
vie decay and the renovation of nature, furniſh: ma- 


rials of ferious thought to the contemplative and 
F'igious man; “ Thou ſendeſt forth thy ſpirit, 
Ney are created ; and thou reneweſt the face of the 
Ich.“ „The glory of the Lord ſhall endure for 
Fr, the Lord ſhall rejoice in his works.” “ My 
meditation 
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ot y 


meditation of Him ſhall be ſweet.” “ It is mingle ; 
ade 


with the buſineſs, and with the innocent pleaſure 


of life. It attends the labours-of the day, and thy M 
filence of the night.—The ways of Providence an leak 
the wonders of, redeeming love are eſpecially the ſub evo 
jects ot religious meditation. Here the active min hade 
finds ample ſcope, and drinks the pureſt joys. Mee 
anticipates the happy employ of angels, and of ** th he f. 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect.“ There are a ance 
ſtated times, when the Chriſtian, leaving other ob" 
jects entirely, turns his mind to“ the deep things d ectec 
God.” © Jfaac went out to meditate in the field ein 
the even-tide.'' t The place and the time were fa harp 
vourable to ſerious thought. Retired from the tumul*"!' ; 
of the world, and viewing the ſober evening ſky, tl hole 
pious youth revolved the nature and pertedtions, eng 
words and works, of his God. Similar was the e! 
erciſe of thoſe who feared the Lord in the days ''! 
- Malachi ; and, though defpiſcd by a thougthleſs ge raiſe 
neration, they were particularly noticed and highiee 
approved by the God of heaven. Out of the abu cht 
dance of the heart the mouth /pake.” Then the 
that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another; an nd it 
the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of oolce 
membrance was written before him for them thun 
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.” alled 
The. Sabbath-day, and particularly the time of pubſ""P® 
lic worſhip, is a ſeaſon eſpecially proper for ſerioiſf ich 
reflection. We have thought of thy loving-kind heir 
neſs, O God, in the mid of thy temple.” $ Sigi n. 
events, too, require fixed meditation. The appe⸗ 8. 
ance of Joſeph's brethren before him ſuggeſted bzect 


his mind the goodneſs of providence in over-xuli them 
their malicious deſigns for. his proſperity, and-t aid, 
preſervation of the whole family; “Now it w. like ti 
turnir 
* PL. civ. 30, 31. .+ Gen. xxiv. 6g. | Mal. iii. 16. 
| Pf. xlviii. g. 7 a Se. 
ne 
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ot you that ſent me hither, but God, and he hath 
ade me a father to Pharaoh—to preſerve life.” “ 
My young hearers, 'rctire frequently from the 
leak and thorny wilderneſs, and enter the field of 
levout meditation. There, you will find a friendly 
hade and a cooling ſpring. There, riſe the choiceſt 
owers ; there, the nobleſt proſpects open. There, 
he face ſhines with the light of the divine counte- 
ance ; and, there, God condeſcends to converſe 
ith man. Hours thus employed are always recol- 
ected with pleaſure ; while hours, ſpent in idleneſs 


01 


rey 
thi 
I 
ubs 


7 l rin vice, leave behind them a painful void, nay, a 
ip ſting. Nor is devout meditation only plea- 
nulent; it is highly uſeful, being to the mind, what 


rholeſome food well digeſted is to the body. Tt 


th irengthens and refreſhes; © We will remember thy 
ex ove more than wine.” My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied” 
s with marrow and fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall 
* raiſe Thee with joyful lips; when I remember 


hee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee in the 
'sht watches.” F—Inſtead of muſing on vanity, muſe 
pn the Creator, and on yourſelves as both mortal 
nd immortal creatures. Thus your hearts will be 
ooled to the world, and the fire of devout affections 


* urn with intenſe heat. Well may the ungodly be 
ne. Halled thoughtleſs; they think to no purpoſe, or to a 
pul purpoſe worſe than none. Strangers to thought 
rio” Dich becomes man, they walk in a vain ſhew, 


heir life is a dream; and their end, hopeleſs reflec- 
jon. 8 | | 


Sign RE 
. Itisa lively and aF:veremembrance. Some 


15 Pbjects we hardly recollect becauſe we have viewed 
rulin em curſorily, and ſeldom called meditation to our 
ad tid. Our ideas, with reſpect to ſuch objects, are, 
it e traces on the ſand, ſpeedily effaced by the re- 


turning tide, Of other perſons and tings we have a 


Cen. lv. 4 8. , + SongSol-i; 4 PlIxiii. 5. 6. 
| | diſtin& 


8 16. 


n 
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th 

diſtin recollection; becauſe they have been ob to 
ſerved attentively, and frequently reviewed in the © 
calm moments of ſolitude. They are familiar to th ar: 
mind as a friend with whom we are nearly connee to 
ted, and whom we ſee daily. Similar is the diſ to 
ference between the remembrance of God, which hir 
the wicked themſelves may poſſeſs; and that of true yo! 
believers. The former have heard of Him, and ba. 
like a tale, the report paſſeth away. The latte of 
have ſeen Him with the eye of an enlightened und th 
derſtanding, and the impreſſion is never effacedſ Go 
Their remembrance of God, therefore, is not a faint dee 
and cold recollection, but the gratitude of an obli tem 
ged and feeling friend, the emotion of a dutiful and] ang 
affectionate ſon. The ſoul “ follows hard after the oh 
neſs 


Lord,” and walks with him. The language of thꝗ de 
church is realized, © The defire of our ſoul is to thi Vith 
name, and to the remembrance of Thee.“ Wit neſs 
my ſoul have I deſired Thee in the night; yea, with 9c: 
my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early.“ Foy man 
this remembrance naturally expreſſes itſelf in fervei lor) 
prayer and lofty praiſes. Remember me, O Lord” Iche 
with the favour that thou beareſt to thy people; C that 
. viſit me with thy ſalvation, that I may ſee the goo the I 
of thy choſen, that I may rejoice in the gladneſs c 
thy nation!” f Amidſt preſent trials, and doubt of all 
with reſpect to the continuance of divine favour, th 
lively recollection of former mercies is ſeaſonabl 9: 
and uſeful. It alleviates affliction, and diſpels dif"! 
treſſing fears; Will the Lord caſt off for ever{.: 
. and will He be favourable no more ? Hath Go 
forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger ſhu 
up his tender mercies?” „ This is my infirff 
mity; but I will remember the years of the rig 
hand of the moſt High.” 4 The prayer of faith, a 


a preſent improvement of the divine promiſe, at 


II. xxv. 8, 9. f Pl. evi. 4,3. f Pf, haxvii. 7, 9, 20 
the 


then eſpecially proper too; “Remember the wotd, 
to thy ſervant, on which thou haſt cauſed me to hope,” 
« This is my comfort in my affliction.” * There 
are times of ſpiritual langour and inattention incident 
to the Chriſtian, But it is his grief that he is ſo apt 
to forget the God who never forgets nor forſakes 
him. My young friends, you have all heard of God, 
you have read about this great Object, you muſt 
have thought concerning him. Pray that the eyes 
of the underſtanding may be opened to diſcern, and 
that the heart may be renewed to love the Lord your 
God. Such a view will cure the vanity and pride fo 
deeply interwoven with the youthful mind. Con- 
templating the King eternal, before whoſe throne 
angels cover their faces, we appear little in our own 
eyes. Viewing ſpotleſs purity, we feel our own vile- 
JW neſs. Diſcerning Almighty power, we contraſt it 
with eur weakneſs; and, diſcerning boundleſs good- 
Vid neſs we contraſt it with our demerit. Then the 
force of the admonition is felt; “Let not the wiſe 
Forman glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches.” “But let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he knoweth and underſtandeth me that I am 
Ie Lord.” + Then the eonfeſſion of Jacob appears 
to be well founded; I am not worthy of the leaſt. 
of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou 
haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant.” 4 SED 
al 9: It is a practical remembrance. The lively 
gemembrance of any object is manifeſted by natural, 
by artificial, and arbitrary ſigns. Often it expreſſes 
Fitlclf in the features of the countenance, the geſtures 
f the body, and the modulations of the voice. Theſe 
arc ſigns univerſally underſtood, being common to all 
ages and to all nations. The ſtrong and intereſting. 
ceollection of any objeR, allo naturally employs the 

* Pl. cxix. 49, 0. f Jer. ix. 2%, 24. f Cen. xxxii. 10. 
N Go „ Wages 


62 EARLY PIETY. 


and influences the practice. The tenour of 
our actions is the ſtrongeſt proof of the ſettled tem 
and habitual exerciſe of the mind. We remember 
not a father, a maſter, or a ſovereign, in a proper 
manner, unleſs we obey their reſpective and la ful 
commands. If we ſay that we remember the poor, 
and give them nothing, we contradict our profeſſion 
of charity, and provide a witneſs againſt ourſelves 
in that Gay, when, for the ſighing of the poor, God 
will ariſe and plead their cauſe. “ To remember,” 
therefore, often ſignifics in Scripture “ to obey,” 
The exhortation tendered to the church of Epheſus, 
evidently reſpects a practical remembrance of God; 
4 Remember from whence thou art fallen, and re- 
pent, and do the firſt works.” When our Saviour 
anſtituted the ſacrament of the Supper, the charge, 
delivered to the diſciples and to us, deſerves our at- 
tention ; Do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
at of receiving the ſymbols of our Lord's death, we 
profeſs to believe “ the atonement,” and that we 
Affectionately remember Him who made it. If we 
thus receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, we will alſo 
walk in Him. All, who remember the Creator and 
the Redeemer of the world as they ought to do, ma- 
nifeſt their reeollection of theſe great Objects by ſub- 
ſtantial and unequivocal proofs ;—by obedience to 
the divine precepts, and by the obfervance of divine 
inſtitutions. The ſoundeſt and moſt ſcriptural pro- 
feſſion, without this, avails nothing. Iſrael of old 
profeſſed to believe in the true God, and recollected 
His injunctions; but diſregarded them. They ſepa 
rated the practice from the profeſſion of religio 
and reduced religion #0 an empty name. At the 
Red Sea they <* ſang the praiſe of their Deliverer 
but “ ſoon forgot his works.“ Alas! the charaQer 
of Exekiel's hearers is exemplified in every period 
« "They come unto thee as the people cometh, ane 


f WW they ſit before thee as my E. and they hear th 
er words but they will not do them.“ * Such hollow, 
er W forgetful, and-inconſiſtent profeſſors are even now” 
er rejected by God; and he will openly diſown them 
ul at the laſt day. Why call ye me Lord! Lord! and: 
Ir, WW do not the things which I ſay?” «© I never. knew 
on ou: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” F— 
2 Think it not ſufficient, my young friends, that you 
od know and recolle& the character of God, that you 
r,” make a profeſſion of his name, and perform the duties 
. of religious worſhip. Your light is falſe, if it warm 
us, not the heart, produce not, like the genial beams of 
d; W the ſun, the fruits of righteouſneſs, and ſhine not in 
re- an exemplary converſation ; that others © may ſee- 
our your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
ge, MW Heaven.” Thoſe, who in their conduct pay no re- 
at-W gard to the mandates and inſtitutions of Jehovah, as 
the really live «© without God,“ as if they were profeſſed 
well atheiſts. The ſame may be affirmed of perſons who 
well profeſs to know God, but who in works deny him. 
well We cannot tell what a change divine grace may pro- 
allo duce on men of this-defcription,. even in their laſt 
and} moments. It is ſovereign, abundant, and powerful. 
ma- But without heſitation, and without a breach of 
ſub- charity, we can tell what their preſent ſtate is, and 
e to what their end ſhall be, if mercy interpoſe not. 
vine They are“ in the bond of iniquity ;” and © their 
ro- works go before them to damnation.” A tree is not 
fold more certainly known by its fruits, nor can a man 
Qed] more reiſonably expect to reap the ſame kind of grain- 
ſe pa- which he hath ſown, than a profligate and even a care- 
gion leſs life indicates an unrighteous ſtate, and forebodes 
t thi} deſtruction. That religion, which confiſts wholly in 
erer ſpeculative notions and profeſſed belief of the truth, 
aQel is an inſult to our Maker, a deſtructive ſnare to our- 
riodY ſelves, and the baſeſt cheat on fellow- men. Ceaſe 
z AN * Ezck, Xxzili. 32. + Luke vi. 46. Matt. vii. 23. 
the) G2 
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to do evil,” therefore, «learn to do well,” and ſes 
that your principles of action be pure. For d a cor- 
rupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit.“ “Do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles?“ "Thoſe, 
who remember their Creator in heart and practice, 
„ are his werkmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works.” To remember God is not fimply to 


contemplate, but to follow him as dear children, 5 
who, reſemble their Father, comply with his will, 4 
and imitate his example. s 

Such is the nature of the duty here enjoined. Ex- MW m. 
tenſive as it is, it is by no means unreaſonable ; nay; 4 N 
ſound reaſon diſcerns its abſolute neceſſity and ſtrict i, 
propriety. * Remember how thy Creator.” Is there re 
any other object of knowledge fo ſublime and bene- o 
Heial ; any other object of confidence fo firm and 8 


faithful; any other object of gratitude ſo glorious 
and liberal? On whom ſhould our hearts place 
their chief delight, but on Him who is verfect ex- 
cellence? Before Him let the tear of contrition fall; 
here fix the eye of faith; and hither let your medi- 
tations be directed. Manifeſt by your practice the 
truth of a religious temper and the power of godli- 
neſs; — that it moulds the converſation, having firft 

of all moulded the heart; that it produces the beft Le 
Principles of action, and carries theſe into effect; 
that it implants love to God, and love to our neigh- . 
bour; that it cxalts us as individuals, and improves V 
us as members of ſociety; that it heightens proſpe- 
rity, and ſmooths the brow of care and of ſorrow; Part 
that it teaches how to live uſefully, and how to die 


in peace; that in the ardour of youth it reſtrains and | 29 
Corrects the paſſions, in the perplexities of mature of. o 
age leads you honourably through every trying and mY 
enſnaring ſcene, and in the evening of your days CY 


brightens the clouds which then gather. None ever 
found happineſs in forgetting and forſaking their 
Creator, 
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Creator. They have hewed out ciſterns, broken cif.. 
terns that can hold no water.” The labour is ſevere, 
and the fruit vanity and vexation of ſpirit. If you- 
ſaw the heart of a ſinner, behold a troubled ſea ! But 
religion opens inexhauſtible ſources of peace and joy. 
« Godlineſs,” or the remembrance of our Creator, 
« is profitable unto all things, having promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come.” It 
is both the defence and the ornament of man ;—a: 
defence firmer than a tower of braſs, and an orna- 
ment more glorious than the attire of a bride pre- 
pared for her huſband. Hence the fooliſh, inconfiſ- 
tent, and criminal negligence of thoſe who diſregard- 
religion, is deſcribed in the following language: 
« Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her- 
attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days with 
out number.” * 


END OF THE FOURTH SERMON. - 


— — 


SERMON V. 


Focus. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator im the 
days of thy youth, 


ARGOS are the purſuits of men, according to 

their rank, genius, or education. The greater 
part are engaged in manual labour : others m the la- 
bour of the mind; while a third elaſs, fuch as inge- 
nious artiſts, are employed in both. The diverſity 
of occupations is neceflary to the welfare, and even 
to the exiſtence, of civil fociety in an improved ſtate. 
It is directed and over-ruled by Providence, which, 


in a ſecret and wonderful manner, effe y 80 
* Jer. ii. 32. 
3 verns 
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verns as well the moral as the natural world, * Not 
to be flothful in buſineſs” is a divine command; and 
the ſame high authority enjoins us to be ** fervent 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” Many, however, pur- 
ſue ſecular affairs immoderately, and neglect the 
moſt important concern, Religion. They live and 
die as the heaſts that periſh; forgetting their duty 
to God, and the intereſts of the immortal foul. "The 
Bible faithfully admoniſhes men on this ſubject. It 
meets us like a kind monitor; as ſoon as we are 
capable of reading, and of underſtanding language. 
It addreſſes us when we enter on the journey of life; 
and points out the principal object of attention. It 
diſcovers the Creator, of whom, through whom, 
and to whom are all things. Let young perſons 
in particutar, therefore, hear and obey the voice of 
this faithful and friendly inſtruQtor ; «© Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 


In the preceding diſcourſe we confidered the na- 


ture of this duty, and now proceed, in the 

11. Second place, to contemplate its object more 
particularly; thy Creator, O man! “ And wilt 
thou ſet thine eves on that which is not;“ * neglect- 
ing the only Source of being and of happineſs? 
Many remember trivial, baſe, and ſinſul objects. 
Theſe fill their thoughts, and are graſped at with the 
moſt inconſiderate eagerneſs. Incapable of diſcern- 
ing between good and evil, and of diftinguiſhing 
what is ſweet from what is bitter, they forſake the 
greateſt good for the greateſt evil ; and roll iniquity, 
that bitter thing, as a ſweet morſe] under. their 
tongue. The fancied ſweetneſs is quickly gone, and 
dregs of gall remain behind.“ O taſte and ſee,” 
my young friends, that God is good!” Here, the 
greateF, moſt amiable, and moſt intereſting Object 
of remembrance is held up to view ;—an Object 

* Prov, XXiill, 5. 
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ſuited to a rational and immortal creature ; nay, the 
only object that can give peace to the conſcience, and 
ſolid pleaſure to the heart. God is One; but his 
maniteſtation is varied: and we ſhould carefully at- 
tend to the deverſified, yet harmonious diſplay of 
the Creator. It may be inquired, therefore, what 
we ought to remember with reſpect to Him. Let 
all, and eſpecially young perſons, liſten to the follow- 
ing particulars with devout attention. 

1. * Remember the Name of thy Creator.” We 
\{ually know the name of the perſon whom we re- 
ollect. It diſtinguiſhes him from others, and re- 
freſhes the memory. The defignation of a friend is 
uſic to the ear, and calls up a pleaſant train of ideas. 
zome titles are deſcriptive of rank and character; 
ile others are totally inapplicable, and fatirize 
ather than deſcribe the perſons who bear them. 
Ve have feen councellors without wiſdom, prieſts 
ithout ſanctity, and princes without a princely ſpi- 
it. The name of God is his true character revealed 


o men, and diſtinguiſhes Him from all creatures. 
alt Wt is great and glorious, being exalted above every 
S- ame: but is neither empty nor exaggerated ; nay, 
s? Wannot expreſs the ten thouſandth part of his excel- 
As. Wence. It is made known chiefly by the Scriptures, 
the Which enlarge, unite, and illuſtrate the letters of 
ru- Wie ſacred name, written in the volume of creation. 
ing he ſeveral perfections aſcribed to Diety form his 
the ame, and muſt be viewed in their harmony and 


ity, nion. How criminal and perilous the attempt to 
heir Waſe or to darken any of theſe characters !—The 
and Writ character which deſerves our attention, is the 
ee, Piritual nature of the Supreme Being. God is a 
the Wirit.” Far different from the falſe deities of the 
ject athens, who were ſuppoſed to be cloathed vith 
jet Numan bodies; nay, encumbered with human paſ- 
ns, He is fimple and pure intelligence itſelf. - 

TY | Though 
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Though bodify parts are aſcribed in the Word to the 
true God, theſe muſt be underſtood in a figurative 
ſenſe. When we read of his eyes, ears, mouth; 
hands, and feet, we ſhould beware of forming groſz 
conceptions of Deity, as if he reſembled ourſelves 
His knowledge, power, and operation, are thus re- 
preſented in language ſuitable to the weak capacity 
of man. By conſidering the ſpiritual eſſenee within 
our own bodies, we may acquire ſome juſt notion of, 
Him who is “ the Father of ſpirits.” As God is 
ſpirit, the homage of the ſpirit alone can be acceps 
table to Him. Angels, who are unencumbered 
with bodies, bear a ſtronger reſemblance in this ref. 
pect to God, than thoſe who dwell in tabernacles 0 
clay. Between the Creator and all ereatures, how: 
ever, the angels who greatly excel us in knowledge 
and power not excepted, there is a wide and infinit 
diſparity.— God is infinite ;—not confined, like , 
created beings,. to certain limits. He cannot bg, 
bounded by the univerſe itſelf, and occupies al, : 
ſpace. Accordingly, Omnipreſence is a perteCtionÞ, . 4 
of Deity. ** Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit "vn 
Or whither ſhall I. flee from thy preſence? It Ec.” 
aſcend up into Heaven, Thou art there: if I mak. 
my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there! if I taHA o 
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermal, St 
parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me 85 
and thy right hand ſhall hold me.” * Irration 
and inanimate creatures neceſſarily had a beginning 
and it is the will of the Creator that they ſhoulff., 
have an end. Rational creatures, though they begafſ >, 
to exiſt, ſhall exiſt for ever. But the Creator hin ak 
ſelf is without beginning, without ſucceſſion of di, 1 
ration, and without end, from everlaſting to eve N 
laſting. He inhabits and fills eternity, —Nor . Fe. 
Deity liable to any change. The Father of lights he 


Pf. Cxxxix. 7, 8, 97 10. ; 
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ol without variableneſs or the ſhadow of turning. He 
is not affected by the vieiſſitudes in the natural, or 
by thoſe in the moral world. - Perfect knowledge 
and infinite wiſdom alſo belong to the Lord. He is 
acquainted with all the creatures and all their actions, 
with all the words and all the defires of men. The 
rain of thought, often inſcrutable by us in its riſe 
and progreſs, is plain to His he. He traces action 
o its moſt ſecret ſpring with infallible certainty.— 
od is omnipotent too, How feeble the arm of 
an, when compared with the arm of the Lord! He 
s the ALMIGHTY. At His order the univerſe 
oſe into exiſtence, and He upholds all things by the 
vord of his power. Theſe perfections are connec- 
Wed with infinite Goodneſs. Nevertheleſs, ſpotleſs 
Murity, impartial juſtice, and inviolable truth are 
u geatial attributes of Deity. So that God hates fin, - 
Ind muſt puniſh it. He will by no means clear the 
Wuilty. Were there no other letters in the facred 
ame, therefore, beſides thoſe which we have men- 
oned, finners would be miſerable and hopeleſs for 
er. For, though mercy and grace be effential per- 
| ctions of God, their manifeſtation muſt be confife 
"Wot with his holineſs, juſtice, and truth. Mercy 
Wd grace are manifeſted to finners through the merit 
d mediation of Jeſus alone. This prophet, whoſe 
id Wc it is to declare the Father, hath ſet the name 
atiom God in a ſafe and amiable light. It is difplayed 
niich him as © the High Prieſt of our profeſſion,“ and 
0 Bplayed by his authority as the King of Zion. 
7 beg! Obey His voice and provoke Him not,” faith 
Ir han hovah, “for my name is in Him.” „ No man 
of d h ſeen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, 
to EV'Ro is in the boſom of his Father, i. hath de- 
-Nor red Him.“ T „ I] have manifeſted thy name 
lignisſ the men whom thou gaveſt me out of the 


witho * Exod, Xxili. 21. + John i. 18. 
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world.“ Chriſt in his perſon, is the efſential-;. and 
in his office, the repreſentative “ image of God,” In 
In him the perfections of Deity, in reſpect of their Ho 
aſpe& towards finners, meet harmoniouſly as kind * 


friends, and ſhine glorioufly as beautiful features, 


Here indeed is © the beauty of the Lord.” Let u Aft 
beware then of ſetting one perfection oppoſite to the 9! 
reſt; of conſidering dine mercy, and diſregarding the 
his juſtice; of viewing his grace, and cloſing our clou 
eyes on his purity and truth; or of contemplatigi tine 
any of theſe as ſecuring the ſalvation of men, but exee 
through the obedience and death of the etergal Son wort! 
In the face of Feſus, when covered with ſhameg"mc 
mercy appeared more amiable than if juſtice ha for t. 
been diſpenſed with; and juſtice more awful than i me 
it had been executed on original tranſgreſſors; while 2: 
to theſe very perſons, both wear the moſt beni eaſy, 
aſpect. Oh! the manifold” wiſdom of God, and i end 
depth of his riches! And will not you, femm 
young friends, revere the divine name thus mani he m: 
feſted ;—a name at which devils tremble, whichent ar 
angels adore, and in which thouſands of the humaffemm. 
race have truſted. for eternal life? How great i T heſe 
guilt, and imminent the danger, of thoſe who treFPerati 
the ſacred character with contempt ! Be aſſured tht} 
« the Lord will not hold them guiltleſs.” —Profagp?orar 
ſwearing is the language of hell, the fouleſt blot inge 
the tongue of man, and one of the ſpots of ſpiritu""e tl 
and eternal death. It is a contemning of God to Hrfecti 
face, and uſing liberty with his name, which eue diſc: 
a fcllow-creature would deeply reſent. It gratif” 'mz 
no particular luſt, and beſpeaks a mind holed ative. 
ſure of iniquity is almoſt filled up. Think it ¶ they 
ſufficient, however, that you abſtain from this ſhoqÞfratio; 
ing vice. Seek that knowledge of the divine naff he ſh; 
which includes faith, reverence, hope, and joy. I... 2 


„John xvii. 6. 
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you, as'to Abraham and to Moſes, it is proclaimed 
in its unrivalled majeſty and mild attractive luſtre. 
How ſuitable to your name as ſinners ] I am God 
all-ſufhcient : walk before me, and be thou perfect! 
« The Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious.” * 
After the example of the Pfalmiſt, believe, adore, 
wonder, and praiſe; Thy mercy, O Lord, is in 
the Heavens, and thy faithfulneſs reacheth unto the 
clouds.” Thy righteouſneſs is like the great moun- 


dullexcellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God!” “I will 
worſhip towards thy holy temple, and praiſe thy 
ame for thy loving kindneſs and for thy truth: 
had or ow haſt magnified thy word, above all thy 
ame. | 
5 2. Remember the Worts of thy Creator.“ With 
** lea ſure the work of a near relation or of a faithful 
Iiend is contemplated; eſpecially if it diſplay an un- 
mEommon degree of wiſdom, power, and goodneſs in 
nanilde maker. The view of it recalls him, tl. ough ab- 
ent and diſtant, to the mind. We are expreſsly 
umaemmanded to remember the works of the Lord. + 
it io} beſe are great and marvellous. * How inferior the 
o trelberations of men! The latter, when compared 
-d m ith the former, reſemble the coarſe daubings of an 


rofalNorant painter, placed beſide the finiſhed piece of 
plot © ingenious artiſt, The more narrowly we exa- 
pirito ine the works of men, we diſcover the greater im- 
i to rfections; the more we examine the works of God, 


n eue diſcover the greater excellencies. Nevertheleſs, 
or ati many ſurvey them with an unſkilful and inat- 
Ce me ative eye! It is the character of the wicked that 

it of they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the 
hocheration of His hands:“ and their juſt doom, that 
e nal he ſhall deſtroy them and not build them up.“ 


O- 


zen. xvii. 4. Exod, xxxiv. 6. + Pf. xxxvi. 6, 7, 8, XXXViii. 2. 
| 4 Pf. cv. 5. | 
Far 


tains; thy judgments are a great deep.” „ How 
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Far different is the diſpoſition of thoſe enlightened 
and renewed by divine grace. They ** meditate on 
all His works, and talk of His doings.” Here jy 
the moſt ſublime, uſeful, and pleaſant ſubjeA, which 
the mind can contemplate and examine. The great 
outlines are obvious to the loweſt eapacity; while 
there are myſteries in every part which angels them. 
ſelves cannot fully explore. The ungodly deſpiſe, bit 
angels admire it, and the ſaints celebrate the lofty 
theme from one generation to another. You are 
placed then, my young friends, in a ſchoo], wher 
there are ſcholars of the moſt honourable rank ang 
higheſt claſs: where the moſt intelligent are fill 
learning, and yet where the myſteries of the kingdom 
are revealed even to babes. Conſider the work <> 
Creation. What wiſdom, what power, what good 

neſs are diſplayed from the greateſt to the leaſt of 
the creatures? The ſun in the firmament and l. 
rticle of duſt, —an. angel and a worm, are equal 
and with the ſame caſe the production of Omnip 
tence. What connection and fitneſs of parts in t 
created ſyſtem! What ſymmetry and beauty int 
whole! We ſee only ſmall portions of the immen 
and glorious fabric, and theſe very imperfectly; b 
we ſee enough to command our admiration of f 
divine Architect. The day diſcovers on every {i 
his ſkilful and omnipotent hand. The night ſſui Vho c 
one ſcene to unfold more diſtant and more brilliaſſtracti 
wonders. Vet all theſe wonders were produced a the { 
are preſerved by a word. The ſtars in their couiſhnd ot. 
move not an hair's breadth beyond the line preſcridhq yet 
by the Almighty.— Turn the eye upon yourſeluſſom th, 
How wonderfully made! How diminutive, and , and 
how dignified is man! Allied to duſt in his monie win 
but to the angels in his immortal part. The n to ri 
le ſion which we can learn from the contemplat heres, 
© the world and of ourſelves is, to underſtand 
| con 


onſtan 
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condeſcending goodneſs of the glorious Author, to 


truſt in him, obey his commandments, and celebrate 
his praiſe. When I confider the Heavens the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which 
thou haſt ordained : what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him!” © For ever, O Lord, thy word is ſet- 
tled in Heaven.“ Thy faithfulneſs is unto all ge- 
nerations.“ „ Bleſs the Lord, all his works, in all 
places of his dominion: bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul !''*: 
Such an improvement of the work of creation is a 
proof of greater wiſdom than philoſophers poſſeſs, 
though they can calculate the motion of light, deſ- 
cribe the revolutions, and meaſure- the diſtance of 
qe ſtars. — Conſider alſo the work of Providence. 
The ſame hand that made the world, ſupports and- 
Wulcs it. The material world and the moral are 
alike preſerved and regulated by God, in a manner 
ſuited to their kind, What are called the laws of na- 
ure are only a wonderful connection between cauſe 


nd 
ual 
nip 


n nd effect, or rather one event and another, which: 
in Mepends entirely on the will of the Creator. I will 
menWecar the Heavens, and they ſhall hear the: carth.”* 
; bi" 1 form the light, and create darkneſs.” 1 What 


of e denominate effects are only appearances. which 
y Menſtantly attend ſomething elſe that we know not. 
t ſui Vho can explain the law of gravitation, the power of 
rillFtraction in the loaditone, the ebbing and flowing 
cd a the ſea, the principles of vegetation, and a thon- 
courÞnd other phenomena? God ſeems to do nothing, 
-ſcribÞ\d yet He doth all. Every thing “ cometh forth 
ir{clvFom the Lord of Hoſts, who is wonderful in coun- 
and l, and excellent in working.“ He opens and ſhuts 
monte windows of Heaven at pleaſure, commands the 
The Mn to riſe and to ſet, turns the ſtars in their different 
platFicres, holds the wind in his fiſt, fits King on the 


and 


* Pf. viii. 3, 44 exix. 89, 99, Citi, 22. 
+ Hal. ii. 22. II. xlv. 7. 
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ſrelling: deep; makes graſs to grow for cattle, and 
rain for the ſuſtenance of man. Contemplate the 
moral world, in which God fo over- rules the views, 
paſſions, and purſuits of men, as to ſubſerve his own 
purpoſes and glory. There is a ſecret hand which W : 
' reſtrains the wicked, and makes them inſtrumental 1s 
in fulfilling the deſigns of the Almighty, without: MW V 
their knowledge, and againſt their will. Surely ©: 
che wrath of man ſhall praiſe Thee: the remainder ar 
of wrath ſhalt Thou reſtrain.”'* Events the moſt 
trivial, and thoſe apparently oppoſite, ſometimes 
give birth to the moſt important conſequences ; and 
eonſpire, with exact harmony, to promote the plans 
of providence. Good is educed from - evil, invin- 
eible power is connected with perfect liberty, and 
che wickedneſs of the mean is fully conſiſtent with 
the purity of the divine agent. The word of God 
=afJures us of theſe things: but how they are brought 2 
to pais, is one of the wonders, which, in the pre- tin 
ſent ſtate, we cannot fully explore. To deny an Vl 
-over-rulting Providence in all things, is to deny a the 
od. That He rules the world you may be co 
wainced, my young hearers, by your narrow eſcapes 
in childhood. T he preſervation of children fro 
-dangers which the keen eye of the parent cannc 
Foreſce, nor his arm, ever ready to ſuecour, prevent 
is one of the cleareſt proofs of a ſuperintendin 
power. Believe and adore Providence in events, ! fron 


which the men of the world -diſcern nothing b Wi 
chance, fate, confuſion ; or, at beſt, only the open Hea 
tion of ſecond cauſes. Read the greater and leſſe and 
lines of that wonderful volume through the medius us.“ 
of the word. This gives a juſt and -comfortab look 


view of the eternal plan ;—a view ſatisfying to thi} Peel 
"Chriſtian till · the-mytery of God ſhall be finiſhed] deen 
Then all. the divine ways ſhall be vindicated, eve dem 

Pl. IXxvi. 10. you 
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difficulty explained, every apparent diſorder rectified; 
and conſequently the heart of every believer fully 
comforted.——But we would call your attention to 
a work greated than either Creation or Providence ; 
the work of Redemptior. The arm of the Lord 
is revealed more gloriouſly than at the Red Sex. 
What was the deliverance of ſome thouſands from 
outward bondage, when compared witly the deliver- 
ance of millions from ſpiritual and eternal thraldom ! 
A deliverance procured by the blood of the Son of 
God! What vaſl preparation was made for the ap- 
pearance of the Redeemer, and the accompliſhment 


of his work! It was the deepeſt defign of infinite 


wiſdom and eternal love ; was the end of the whole 
ritual economy; the leading ſubject of ancient pro- 
phecy ; and the object of all the diſpenfations of 
Providence towards the church and the world, during 
a period of four thouſand years. In the fulneſs of 
time, Meſſiah appeared in the form of a ſervant, but 
with the power of a God ;—the wonder of angels, 
the terror of devils, and the hope of men. Follow 
his ſteps from Bethlehem to Calvary :- there behold 
« the Captain of ſalvation” made “ perfect through 
ſufferings ;” the High Prieſt of the Church by 
himſelf” purging “ our fins;” and * the feed of 
the woman” bruifing “ the head” of the ſerpent! 
Behold him by death vanquithing death; and riſing 
from-the grave, the firſt fruits of them who flept !*? 
With the eye of faith follow the Redeemer into 
Heaven, whither he entered with © his own blood, 
and where he appears “ in the preſence of God for 
us.” A ſubject this, into which “ angels deſire to 
look;“ and it fills the mouths of glorified faints with 
peculiar notes of praiſe ; „thou waſt ſlain, and has re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood.” —This is a re- 
demption which you need, my young hearers, and to 
you it is proclaimed. We invite you te partake of 
H 2 « the 
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« the gtorious liberty of the ſons of God. —Anq 
what other ſubject gives ſuch ample ſcope to the in- 
quiſitive mind? You are fond of beholding fine 
buildings, and curious pieces of mechaniſm. The 
works of the Almighty are as much ſuperior to the 
works of men as the Creator is greater than the 
creature. He who built all things” in the world 
« js God.“ He reared the church, a more noble 
fabric ſtill, cementing it with the blood of his own 
Son; and thus diſplaying to principalities in hea- 
venly places “ manifold wiſdom.” 

3. Remember the Mord of thy Creator.” We 
readily recollect the ſayings of a belovod friend, ef- 
pecially if they be important, uſeful, and delivered 
with great earneſtneſs. In theſe circumſtances they 
find an eaſy way to the heart, and make a deep and 
Jfting impreſſion. We perufe his letters, or his 
literary productions, with delight. We hearken to 
his inſtructions, attend to his warnings, and comply 
with his will. Shall we pay no attention to the lan- 
guage, and to the book of the beſt friend and the 
higheſt Lord? There are thouſands of trivial, of 
uicleſs, of dangerous volumes ia the world. Even 
thoſe, which are innocent, ingenious, and uſeful, 
will not bear a compariſon with the Bible. How 
venerable in reſpect of its authority and antiquity? 
Its utility is incomparably great. In a ſmall com- 
paſs it contains the moſt important diſcoveries, and 
is able to make ws wiſe to ſalvation.” Other 
books may be read with profit and with pleaſure; 
but let the Word of God be your principal Rudy. 
Here is the only knowledge abſolutely requiſite, and 
eternally beneficial. It is your duty to examine the 
ſacred volume. This book has the force of a law, 
being delivered by the Creator and Sovereign of the 
world, © All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God.“ « Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, = 
rea * 
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read.“ % Search the Seriptures.““ Voung as yon 
are, my dear childten, you muſt perceive-ſomething 
peculiar and friking in the Bible, which you find in 
no other book. The very ſtyle is godlike; imple; 

but ſublime; plain, yet full „f ſenttment ; nervous, 
yet eaſy. Read the Scriptures daily with attention 
and ſeriouſneſs. Meditate on them eloſely: Pray that 
your eyes may be opened to diſcern the wonders of the 
divine law, and that your. hearts may be renewed to 
taſte its ſweets. Conſider the doctrine, precepts, 
promiſes, and threatnings of the word. Reckon 
nothing trivial which God hath been pleaſed to re- 
veal, As you advance in knowledge you will dif- 
cern the importance of thofe hiſtorieat narratives, 
nay. of ritual obſcrvanees, and various incidents; 
which, to a ſaperficial reader, appear to be unim. 
portant. Endeavour to underſtand what you read; 
otherwiſe your labour will be loſt. Compare ono 
paſſage with another. Begin with thoſe parts that 
are plain, ſuch as the Proverbs in the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the Goſpels in the New. Thence pro- 
ceed to the more difficult parts of Scripture. Open 
the ſacred volume with an humble mind, and a fin- 
cere deſire to be inſtructed. Peruſe it with awe. 
Shall children treat lightly the moſt folemn declara- 
tions of their parents? Or, ſhall creatures be irreve- 
rent and careleſs when the God of Heaven ſpeaks? 
Make application of what you read. "The word 
muſt be improved as a light, uſed as a treaſure, and 
digeſted as food. Believe its doctrines and promiſes, 
obey its precepts, tremble at its threatnings, follow 
the examples which it records for our imitation. 
Let it “ dwell in you richly.” This will prove an 
ettectual antidote againſt the practice of burleſquing 
the Scriptures za practice for which language wants 
a name; and thofe, chargeable with it, unwillingly 

2 Tim, iii. 16. IC xxxiv. 16. John v. 39. 
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« the gtorious liberty of the ſons of God.“ - And 
what other ſubject gives ſuch ample ſcope to the in- 
quiſitive mind? You are fond of beholding fine 
buildings, and curious pieces of mechaniſm. The 
works of the Almighty are as much ſuperior to the 
works of men as the Creator is ter than the 
creature. He who built all things“ in the world 
« is God.” He reared the church, a more noble 
fabric ſtill, cementing it with the blood of his own 
Son; and thus diſplaying to principalities in hea- 
venly places “ manifold wiſdom.“ 

2. ** Remember the Word of thy Creator.” We 
readily recollect the ſayings of a beloved friend, eſ- 
pecially if they be important, uſeful, and delivered 
with great earneſtneſs. In theſe circumſtances they 
find an eaſy way to the heart, and make a deep and 
Jaſting impreflion, We peruſe his letters, or his 
literary productions, with delight. We hearken to 
his inſtructions, attend to his warnings, and comply 
with his will. Shall we pay no attention to the lan- 
guage, and to the book of the beſt friend and the 
higheſt Lord? There are thoufands of trivial, of 
uicleſs, of dangerous volumes in the world. Even 
thoſe, which are innocent, ingenious, and uſeful, 
will not bear a compariſon with the Bible. How 
venerable in refpe of its authority and antiquity ? 
Its utility is ineomparably great. In a ſmall com- 
paſs it contains the moſt important diſcoveries, and 
is „able to make us wiſe to ſalvation.” Other 
books may be read with profit and with pleaſure; 
but let the Word of God be your principal ſtudy. 
Here is the only knowledge abſolutely requiſite, and 
eternally beneficial. It is your duty to examine the 
ſacred volume. This book has the force of a law; 
being delivered by the Creator and Sovereign of the 
world, © All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God.“ Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, I. 
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read.“ © Search the Scriptures.''* | Young as yon 
are, my dear children, you muſt perceive-ſomething 
peculiar and ſtriking in the Bible, which you find in 
no other book. The very ſtyle is godlike; ſimple; 
but ſublime; plain, yet full „f ſentiment ; nervous, 
yet eaſy. Read the Scriptures daily with attention 
and ſeriouſneſs. Meditate on them cloſely : Pray that 
your eyes may be opened to diſcern the wonders of the 
divine law, and that your hearts may be renewed to 
taſte its ſweets. Conſider the doctrine, precepts, 
promiſes, and threatnings of the word. Reckon 
nothing trivial which God hath been pleaſed to re- 
veal. As you advance in knowledge you will diſ- 
cern the importance of thoſe hiſtorieal narratives, 
nay of ritual obſcrvanees, and various incidents; 
which, to a ſaperficial reader, appear to be unim. 
portant. Endeavour to underſtand what you read; 
otherwiſe-your labour will be loſt. Compare one 
paſſage with another. Begin with thoſe parts that 
are plain, ſuch as the Proverbs in the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the Goſpels in the New. Thence pro- 
ceed to the more difficult parts of Scripture. Open 
the ſacred volume with an humble mind, and a fin- 
cere deſire to be inſtructed. Peruſe it with awe. / 
Shall children treat lightly the moſt ſolemn declara- 
tions of their parents? Or, ſhall creatures be irreve- 
rent and careleſs when the God of Heaven {peaks ? 
Make application of what you read. The word 
muſt be improved as a light, uſed as a treaſure, and 
digeſted as food. Believe its doctrines and promiſes, 
obey its precepts, tremble at its threatnings, follow 
the examples which it records for our imitation. 
Let it “ dwell in you richly.” This will prove an 
effectual antidote againſt the praQice of burleſquing 
the Scriptures ;—a practice for which language wants 
a name; and thofe, chargeable with it, unwillingly 
» a Tim, iii. 16. If. xxxiv. 16. John v. 39. 
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- and unſearchable riches to the poor. 
the means of ſalvation, and the ſtandard of eternal -Þ 
Paul knew full well the importance of | 
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furniſh a proof, that the Bible is of divine authority; 
Set aſide this idea, and the whole jeſt is over. 
Beware of the books which miflead the underſtand: 


ing, inflame the imagination, and corrupt the heart, 


The greater part of novels and romances have this 
bad tendency. They exhibit a falſe picture of human 
life and human nature; and cheriſh paſſions which 
ought to be ſupprefſed. They give the mind a diſ- 
reliſh for truth, and for ſerious things. If they kill 
not, as a ſword, by a direct attack on virtue; they 
kill, like poiſon, fecretly and by flow degrees. 


Some human compoſitions, as I have already obſerv- 


ed, contribute both to inſtruction and amuſement. 
A wiſe and religious parent will point out theſe to 
young perfons. But, above all, my dear children, read. 
the word of God. It is the means of keeping you 
« unſpotted from the world.” © Wherewith ſhall 
a young man cleanſe his way ? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy word.” It reveals a Saviour, and 
eternal lite in Him ;—is calculated to direct us in dif. 
ficulties, to ſupport us under trials, to protect us from 
danger, to fortify us againſt the fear of death, and to 
diſpel the horrors of the grave. The wiſeſt and 
greateſt men have peruſed the Bible with delight. How 
valuable and pleaſant in the eſtimation of the royal 
pſalmiſt! More to be deſired than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold; ſweeter alſo than honey, and the 
honey-comb.” * It is of conſtant uſe, as the light 
of day, and as daily bread. Suited to every perſon 
and every caſe; it furniſhes food to the hungry, a 
reſt to the weary, medicine to the diſeaſed, balm to 
the broken heart, a rule of conduct to the wandering, 


judgment. 


the Word, when he took leave of the Ephefians in 
the 


* EI. xix. 10. 


In ſhort, it is 
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the following ſtrain of exalted piety and inimitable 
tenderneſs ; ** And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them who are ſanQified.” * 5 

4. Remember the Sabbath of thy Creator.“ It 
is evident that God hath an abſolute right to our per- 
ſons and ſervices, to our talents and our time. He 
may appoint a greater or leſſer part of ;/ to be em- 
ployed in His ſervice. But the Lord hath appointed 
only one day in ſeven ſtatedly and eſpecially for this 
purpoſe. And ſhall we grudge him ſuch a ſmall 
portion? Shall we neglect the expreſs and ſolemn 
mandate of Jehovah? Even in a civil and political 

int of view, the Sabbath is an inſtitution moſt 
reaſonable and highly uſeful. It is a reſpite from 
labour, and like ſleep reeruits our exhauſted ſtrength. 
It tends to excite induſtry among the common peo- 
ple, that they may appear decently clothed. It 
tends to humble the proud, and to raiſe the ſpirits 
of thoſe in the lower walks of life. It promotes 
peace and brotherly love among men ; for they af- 
ſemble, as children of one great family, to adore a 
common Parent. It inſpires principles of compaſ- 
ſion towards beaſts. This one law of Chriſtianity 
has had greater influence in civilizing the world, than 
all the ſchemes of politicians and philoſophers put 
together. Stated intervals of ferious recollection 
too, muſt ſurely be proper for immortal beings. The 
propriety, alſo, of ſerving our Maker publicly is 
among the firſt principles of natural religion. Pub- 


Fic worſhip, by words, rites, or ſymbols, has been 
FÞccordingly univerſal in every age ;—a proof that it 
Is a law of conſcience, and founded in the nature of 


man, as an individual, and as a member of ſociety. 
ts inſtitution is, therefore, of high antiquity, and 
Ad XX. 32. 1 
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- His own example had the force of.a law, and was 
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of divine origin. There is abundant reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradiſe, 
during the ſtate of primitive integrity. God reſted 
the ſeventh day; “ bleffed and ſanctified it;“ “* 
7. e. not only ceaſed to create, having finiſhed the 
univerſe; but with complacence beheld his work, 
and ſet apart the feventh day for commemorating it, 


revealed to man for imitation. Nor can we ſuppoſe 
that our firſt parents were either ignorant of their 
duty in this reſpect, or that they neglected it.— 

When the law which man had broken was promul- 
gated from mount Sinai, the obſervance of the Sah- 
both was enjoined with ſpecial ſolemnity. There is 
in effect a nata- bene prefixed to the fourth command. 
ment: Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy.”+ The manner of expreſſion implies, that 
perſons are apt to forget and neglect this divine in- 
ſtitution; and that the due obſervance of it is very 
important. It was one of the heavieſt charges which 
the Lord brought againſt his antient people, that 
« they profaned his Sabbaths.” 4 Under the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, the time is changed from the 
feventh day of the week to the firſt, in comme mora- 
tion of the new creation, a' work much more glo- 
rious than the old. On the firſt day of the week, 
the Redeemer roſe from the grave; a proof that he 
had purged our fins more groſs than chaos, had en- 


lightned a dark world, and had reſtored the divine 


image on the laſt and beſt work of God, —making 
all things new. On that day, he appeared to the 


diſciptes : on that day they regularly atiembled” for 


public worſhip; and that day is diſtinguiſhed in the 
New Teſtament by the name of © the Lord's day.” 
All theſe circumſtances authorize the obſervance of 
the firſt day of the week as the Chriſtian Sabbath- 


— bs Gra, i. 2, 3. + Exod. XxX, 9. t Ezck xx. 13. Axii. 8. 
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It is a moſt rational, neceſſary, and uſeful inſtitu- 
tion. What more reaſonable than that Chriſtians 
ſhould jointly, publicly, and ſtatedly worſhip ** the 
God and Father of our Lord þeſus Chriſt, who hath 
begotten us again to a lively hope by the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead?” Without this practice, 
perſonal and private religion would ſoon languith. 
and die. The very form of Chriſtianity would be 
baniſhed from the, earth. A leading part of the 
Chriſtian character conſiſts in the regular and ſtrict 
obſervance of the Lord's day. We naturally keep 
any time whieh a friend appoints for converſing with 
us. And have we no deſire to commune with God 
on“ the day which He hath made” by ſpecial ap- 
pointment? Perſons who keep the Sabbath are 
reckoned in the number of thoſe who pleafe Him. * 
To ſuch perſons precious promiſes are made: Even 
them will J bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them jovful in my houſe of prayer.“ If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
pleaſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honburable, and ſhalt 
honour Him; not doing thine own, ways, nor finds 


ling thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 


words: then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, 


and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of 
I the earth; and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
Ichy father; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 


it. + On the other hand, the profanation or neg- 


Ject of the Sabbath is repreſented as a leading caufe 


f divine wrath. Nehemiah faithfully teſtified againſt 
this fin, and reproved even the nobles of Judah; ſay- 
ing, Did not your fathers thus, and did not. our 
20d bring all this evil upon us and upon this city ? 
et ye bring more wrath upon Iſrael by profaning 
he Sabbath.” $ Is God leſs jealous of his glory, 
II. loi. 4 1 II. Wi. 6, 7. Iviii. 2g. v4 f Neb. xiii, 18. 3 
F — 
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of divine origin. There is abundant reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradiſe, 
during the ſtate of primitive integrity. God reſted 
the ſeventh day; “ bleffed and ſanctiſied it;“ * 
7. e. not only ceaſed to create, having finiſhed the 
univerſe; but with complacence beheld his work, 
and ſet apart the feventh day for commemorating it. 


His own example had the force of a law, and was 


revealed to man for imitation. Nor can we ſuppoſe 
that our firſt parents were either ignorant of their 
duty in this reſpect, or that they neglected it. 

When the law which man had broken was promul- 
gated from mount Sinai, the obſervance of the Sah- 
both was enjoined with ſpecial ſolemnity. There is 
in effect a nota-bene prefixed to the fourth command- 
ment: „Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it 
holy.“ 1 The manner of expreſſion implies, that 
perſons are apt to forget and neglect this divine in- 
ſtitution; and that the due obſervance of it is very 
important. It was one of the heavieſt charges which 
the Lord brought againſt his antient people, that 
« they profaned his Sabbaths.” 1 Under the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, the time is changed from the 
feventh day of the week to the firſt, in.commemora- 
tion of the new creation, a' work much more glo- 
rious than the old. On the firſt day of the week, 


the Redeemer roſe from the grave; a proof that he 


had purged our fins more groſs than chaos, had en- 
lightned a dark world, and had reſtored the divine 
image on the laſt and beſt work of God, — making 
all things new. On that day, he appeared to the 
. diſciples: on that day they regularly aſſembled for 
public worſhip; and ?hat day is diſtinguiſhed in the 
New Teſtament by the name of“ the Lord's day.” 
All thefe circumſtances authorize the obſervance of 
the firſt day of the week as the Chriſtian Sabbath- 


Gen. ii. 2, 3. + Exod. XX. 9. f Ezck xx. 13. Ax ii. 8. 
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tion. What more reaſonable than that Chriſtians 
ſhould jointly, publicly, and ſtatedly worſhip “ the 
God and Father of our Lord þefus Chriſt, who hath 
begotten us again to a lively hope by the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead?” Without this practice, 
perſonal and private religion would ſoon languith. 
and die. The very form of Chriſtianity would be 
baniſhed from the, earth. A leading part of the 
Chriſtian character conſiſts in the regular and ſtrict 
obſcrvance of the Lord's day. We. naturally keep 
any time whieh a friend appoints for converfing with 
us. And have we no deſire to commune with God 
on © the day which He hath made“ by ſpecial ap- 
pointment? Perſons who keep the Sabbath are 
reckoned in the number of thoſe who pleafe Him.“ 
To ſuch perſons precious promiſes are made: Evers 
them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them jovful in my houſe of prayer.“ If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
pleaſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honburablte, and fhalt 
honour Him; not doing thine own, ways, nor find» 
ing thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 
words: then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, 
and J will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth; and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it.” + On the other hand, the profanation or neg- 
lect of the Sabbath is repreſented as a leading cauſe 
of divine wrath. Nehemiah faithfully teſtified againſt 
this ſin, and reprovedeven the nobles of Judah; ſay- 
ing, Did not your fathers thus, and did not. our 
God bring all this evil upon us and upon this city? 
upon Iſrael by profaning 


the Sabbath.” $ Is God leſs jealous of. his glory, 
+ Neb, xili. 18. 
and 


II. i. x 1 . lyi. 6, 7. lvili. 29. 14 
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and leſs difpleafed with thoſe who profane his Sah. 
bath now? It is a moral duty, and therefore of perpe. 
tual obligation. Notwithſtanding the precepts, pro. 
miſes, and threatnings reſpeCting the Sabbath, how. 
ever, many make the EORD's DAY their «wn, 
more than any other day in the week! Some devote 
it to worldly buſineſs; and the greater part, to worldly 
pleaſure. It is ſpent in viſiting friends, in feaſting, 
in repeating the news of the week, and in various 
recreations. "Thouſands act as if the infamous 
% book of ſports” were eſtabliſſled by law. Is not 
this conduct ſacrilege with a witneſs ;—alienating 
to our own uſe what ſhould be appropriated-to God, 
and which he requires? Can ſueh purlviners go un- 
puniſhed ? Ovght they not to renounce the Chriſe 
tian name? They deprive even the beaſts of that reſt 
to which the latter are entitled by the law of: Hea- 
ven. The creature” is thus . made ſubject to va- 
nity,” and groans under the fin of man. — Others 
ſpend part of the Sabbath in attending public wor- 

ip, and then employ the remainder in ſeeking their 
own pleaſure. 'This is to begin in the ſpirit and 
end in the fleſh ;—to attempt a compromiſe between 
the Lord and Baal ;—to-preſent a lame and torn ſa- 
crifice on the altar of the living God. To do ourown 
works, or to find our own pleaſure on that holy day, 
tends to ſteel the heart againſt religious impreſſions, 
and to take away the ſmall part of the form of reli- 
gion which remains. But thowgh we ſhould ceaſe 
from all worldly employ ments and recreations on 
the Sabbath, unleſs neceſũty or mercy require them, 
it muſt not be a day of idleneſs.—It is a ſacred reſt, 
and to be filled up with the ſeeret, private, and pub- 
lie dutics of religion. Nor think. it enough, my 
young friends, that you attend the diſpenſation-of 
the goſpel on the Lord's day. Join in the devotions 
of tlie tamily, and pay attention to the CRY 5 
et | clolct, 
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cloſet. It is a time eſpecially proper for ſelf- examina- 
tion, religious thought, prayer, and reading the Serip- 
tures, Let your exerciſe be ſpiritual, and your con- 
verſation ſerious. Say not in your hearts, What 
a wearineſs ist? When will the Sabbath be over?“ 
Expericnce, which is allowed to be a convincing 
proof in every thing elſe, (and why not in religion?) 
bears witneſs that the Sabbath is © a time of refreſh- 
ing from the preſence of the Lord.“ Remember 
that-on the firſt day of the week your Saviour roſe 
from the grave, —that it was inſtitured by His au- 
thority, the Son of Man being Lord of the Sabbath ; 
—that it was appointed for promoting your eternal 
happinefs.; and is a prelude to the Subbatiſm of full 
enjoyment and unwearied ſervices which awaits the 
people of God. | ; 3 
5. Remember the Law of thy Creator.” The 
injunctions of a parent and the ſtatutes ofa ſovereign, 
when agreeable to the eternal ſtandard of righteouſ- 


neſs, ſhould be attended to and obeyed. Hear what 


the Lord thy God requireth of thee. The obſerv- 
ance of . the Sabbath, though very important and 
eſſentially neceflary, is far from comprehending the 
whole of our duty. The law of God is exceeding 
broad, and we ſhould attend to every part of it. It 
was given for this purpoſe ;—was delivered with aw- 
ful ſolemnity from mount Sinai, and is binding on 
lateſt. poſterity. © Remember ye,” ſaith the ſu- 


preme Legiſlator, © remember ye, the law of Moſes 


my ſervant, which I commanded to him in Horeb 
for all Iſracl, with the ſtatutes and judgments.” “ 
It is called “ the law of Moſes,” becauſe by him, 
as the ſervant of the Lord, the law was promulgated 
to the Iſraelites.— The ten commandments are 
an excellent and perfect ſummary of God's precep- 
tive will, Every duty which we owe to our Maker 
Mal. iv. 3. NG 


or 
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or to fellow- men is enjoined, either expreſsly, or 
implicitly, and by neceſſary conſequence. Every 
ſin is prohibited in the ſame manner. In the ſta- 
tutes of carthly ſovereigns there are many imper- 
fections. In the law of God there is nothing de- 
fecti ve, and nothing ſuperfluous; no ambiguity of 
expreſſion, and no high-ſounding language. Of 
comprehenſive meaning, yet conciſe ; deep and im- 
portant, yet plain and obvious; the law is a perfect 
andard of moral conduct, worthy of Him whe 
made it, and exactly ſuitable to men. It is found- 
in the nature of God, and-in his relation to ra- 
tional creatures. It is a ſpiritual rule, taking cog- 
nizance of thought, and requiring purity, of inten- 
tion, nay, complete conformity to the divine Image. 
The moral law is neceffarily of univerſal and 
immutable obligation. 'The heathens themſelves, 
though without a plain diſcovery of the divine will, 
have the work of a law,” or the great lines of duty, 

« written. in their hearts,” ſo that they are inexcu- 

ſable. And ſhall members of the viſible church, to 

whom the voice of the ſupreme Lawgiver is diſ- 

tinctly uttered either think that they are ſubject to 

no rule, or plead excuſe for their diſobedience ? 

Every creature, according to its nature, is under law 

| to God. Shall man, a rational being, be lawleſs 
and without controul? It is equally abſurd to ſup- 
poſe that the moral law can be abrogated; or that it 
ſtoops to our infirmity, accepting of ſincere in place 
of perfect obedience, and requiring only partial ſa- 
tis faction for the injury done to the honour of the 
« Lawgiver by ſin. The words of Chriſt are decifive 
on this ſubject: Think not that IJ am come te 
deſtroy the law: I am not come to deſtroy the law, 
but to fulfill.“ “ For verily I ſay unto you, till 
Heaven and earth paſs, one ita or one tittle ſhall 
in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all be fulfilled.” * 


* Matt. V. 1717 18. 
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Al men, in their natural ſtate, are under the power 
ff the law as a covenant of works. In this reſpect . 
it can accept of nothing leſs than perfect conformity 
0 its ber a and condemns without mercy for 
very tranſgreſſion. That all have tranſgreſſed the 
law of their Creator is a certain truth, and generally 
acknowledged. The univerſality of death proves 
t. Nature, by its convulſions and groans, bears teſ- 
timony to the fin of man. Sinners are neceſſarily 


10 der the curfe of God. Sin is “ that abominable 
1. hing“ which He hates, and againſt which he teſti. 
ies his diſpleaſure. We are diſpoſed, however, to 
g Fee juſtification by the deeds of the law. Put fuch 


ground of juſtification is impoſſible. Hear the aſ- 
ertion of the God of truth; hear it, ye legaliſts, 
ind tremble : © Curſed is every one that continueth 


2s, Not in all things which are written in the book of 
11, Ie law to do them.“ “ Mark the pointed language : 
y, every one“ without exception, * that continueth 
u- Wot,” throughout the whole of life, “in a// things 
to o do them,” perfectly and without flaw, as the 
if- Ford ſignifies. The inſpircd apoſtle is evidently 


peaking, not of perſons who openly and intention= 
ly tranſgreſs the law; but of thoſe who attempt to 
bey it for procuring remiſſion, acceptance with God, 
nd eternal life. This is clear from the context, 
nd the ſcope of the whole paſſage. Paul refers to 
as many as are of the works of the law,” and de- 
lares in the following verſe, “that no man is juſti- 
ed by the law in the fight of God.” ——Think not, 
y dear children, becauſe you were baptiſed, read 
e Bible, pray in ſecret, attend public ordinances, 
bey your parents, commit no act of diſhoneſty, tell 
d lie, and profane not the ſacred name, that 
erefore you are innocent. Preſent obedience can- 
ot atone for paſt tranſgreſſions. Remember too 
| * Gal, iii. 10. 


I that 
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«that the law is ſpiritual. According to our Saviour 
Juſt interpretation, a-revengeful thought is murder, 
and an impure thought adultery. * The fupreme 
Lawgiver judges of principles as well as of words 
and aGions: nay, the nature of theſe is determined 
by the nature of the former; and “ the wages of fin,” 
of every ſin, “is death.“ On what footing, then, 
may tranſgreſſors expect forgiveneſs? Not on the 
ground of perſonal obedience, but of a vicarious 
righteouſneſs. The Son of God as a ſurety was 
<< made under the law,” both in its preceptive and 
nal-part, to redeem us from the curſe by an aton- 
ing ſacrifice, and to procure eternal life by his obe- 
dience unto death, even the death of the croſs. He 
came not to be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, 
and give his life a ranſom for many. As by 
one man's diſobedience many were made ſinners; ſo 
by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righte- 
ous. The Lord is well-pleaſed for his righte- 
ouſneſs ſake.“ 1 To all, the perfect, free, and ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs of the Redeemer is offered ; to 
believers it is imputed, and it is received by faith 
alone. Hearken unto me, ye ſtout-hearted, that 
are far from righteouſneſs.” J bring near 
1chteouſneſs.” © David deſcribeth the bleſſednels 
the man to whom the Lord imputeth righteouſ- 
neſs without works: . e. without his ewn works, 
otherwiſe the paſſage involves an abſurdity ;. for 
there can be no righteouſneſs without works. They 
"conſtitute its eſſence. But“ ſurely ſhall one ſay, in 
the LORD have I righteouſneſs.” 5 This is the 
only method of juſtification which glorifies God, 
Secures the Happineſs of men, humbles the finner, 


and promotes holineſs. Is the law then uſeleſs ? No. liar 
Matt. v. 21, 28. 4 Rom. vi. 21. for. 
42 Matt. xx. 28. Rom. v. 19. If, xlii. 21. not 


II. xlvi. 142. Rom. iv. 6. II. xlv. 24. 
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87 
It is uſeful for conviction of guilt and miſery point-- 
ing out the evil nature and bitter fruits of fin. ; 
comparing dur hearts and life with that perfect ſtand- 
ard, we ſee and feel the diſparity between what we 
are and what we ought to. be. When the ſpirit 
works by means of the law, it enters the conſcience” 
and lays open the myſtery of iniquity. «© The word 
of God is,” in this reſpect, «* quick and powerful, 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword.” The circum- 
ſtances of ſaving converſion are different in different 
perſons ; but in every inſtance it iſſues in the death 
of legal hope: I through the law,” ſaid theapoſ- 
tle, * am dead to the law, that I might live unto- 
God.” * Have you been convinced of fin, my young 
hearers ? Seek not to be juſtified by the deeds of the 
law. This is a fooliſh, criminal, and preſumptuous 
attempt. Remember the young man who eame to 
our Lord, perſuaded of his own ability to keep the 
commandments, and of his actual obedience. When 
Chriſt, for his conviction, repeated the precepts of 
the law, the proud and ſelf-righteous youth replied, 
« all theſe have I kept from my youth up: what 
lack I yet?” f When Jeſus, however, knowing his 
predominant fin, covetouſneſs, tried him even on 
one point, he was found wanting, and went away 
forrowful, for he had great poſſeſſions ;” and finally 
parted with the Saviour, having immoderately loved 

the preſent world. Learn by his example the folly 
and danger of ſuppreſſing conviction, and of truſting 
to your own obedience. Imitate the example of that 
ſeed who ſerve the Redeemer, and who begin their 
ſervice by declaring His righteouſneſs. T You pray 
in His name, and this includes a profeſſion of re- 
liance on His merit, as the ſole ground of hope be- 
fore God. Conſider, however, that if man believe 
not with the heart, the ſoundeſt profeſſion and the 
Gal. ii, 19. + Matt. xix. 20. Þþ Pf. xxii. 30, 31. 
12 moſt 
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moſt evangelical expreſſions in prayer avail nothing 
But“ do we make void the law through faith?” 
« Nay, we eſtabliſh it” on the firmeſt bafis. The 
doctrine of free juſtification by the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus furniſhes the ſtrongeſt and only effeQual mo- 
tives to obedience. It has a native tendency to 
ſecure the intereſts of holineſs, and really ſecures 
them, when the grace of God is diſcerned and felt, 
No where does fin appear ſo atrocious and abomi. 
nable ; nor moral purity ſo neceſſary and amiable, as 
in the croſs of Chriſt. Believers are powerfully, yet 
ſweetly conſtrained ** to live to Him who died for 
them and roſe again.” Animated by the noble prin- 
ciples of gratitude and love, they chearfully ſtoop to 
His eaſy yoke. - The apoſtle of the Gentiles, there. 


fore, re jects with indignation the falſe and horrible 


inference, which men of corrupt minds draw from 
the doctrine of grace, and expoſes its abſurdity in 
vchement language: Shall we continue in fin, that 
grace may abound ? God forbid! How ſhall we, that 
are dead to fin, live any longer therein?“ * 

6. «© Remember the Goſpel of thy Creator.” We 
have already hinted at this; but it deſerves more 
particular attention. The law ſubſerves the deſign 
of the goſpel, being a rigid © ſchoolmaſter to bring 
us to Chriſt,” who hath fulfilled the law, ſpeaks “ in 
righteouſneſs,” and is thus“ mighty to ſave.” The 
law too, is that rule, for obeying which, the goſpel 
furniſhes both proper motives and ſufficient ſtrength; 
The glad tidings of great joy which the latter brings, 
rouſe men from indolence, and ſtimulate them“ by 

patient continuance in well-doing” to © ſeek for glory, 
*honour, immortality.” The law and the goſpel, 
therefore, though diametrically oppoſite to each other, 
when conſidered as pointing out the ground of juſti- 


fication before God, are nevertheleſs fully conſiſtent; 


* Rom. vi. 1, 2. 
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and the former ſubſervient to the latter, in the man- 
ner which we have ſtated. To confound them is 
abſurd and dangerous. To aſſert that the goſpel is 
2 new law, enjoining eaſier terms of acceptance than 
he old, is inconfiſtent with the nature of both. It 
s at once © to deſtroy the law,” and to“ fruſtrate 
he grace of God,” —The word goſpel ſignifies good 
ews. Theſe are eagerly liſtened to in common life, 
nd diſtinly remembered. If they come with full. 
vidence, be delivered by reſpeQable authority, and 


10 ontain intereſting matter, we are all attention. 
zar ie cold water to the thirſty, they refreſh the heart. 
* he goſpel contains the beſt tidings ever publiſhed 


earth, and that men can deſire. It is indeed the 
yful found.” „ Bleſſed the people” who hear it; 
ea, rather . bleſſed the people who know” it. This 
roclamation of mercy is exactly ſuited to the caſe 
f fallen man, and we need no other proof of its di- 
ine origin. The ſum of the goſpel is the revelation 
a Saviour. Thus: the heavenly meſſenger who 
oclaimed to the ſhepherds the birth of Meſſiah, 
ly confidered it: Behold I bring you good tid- 


c s of great joy, which ſhall be to all people; for 
ea you is born this day, in the city of David, a Sa- 
108 our, who is Chriſt the Lord.“ Paul too expreſ- - 
The s the ſubſtance of it in the following language: 


fel This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac- 
iel ptation, that Chriſt. Jeſus came into the world to 
e ſinners. 1 He determined to know no other 
DS Piect, even among the wiſe and poliſhed Corin- 
ans; and was not aſhamed of it at Rome, the 
ory» It of philoſophy and the arts. General and la- 


pel, ured harangues on the beauty of virtue, and the 
her, formity of vice, may tickle the ear and amuſe the 
aſt ey; but can neither eaſe the conſcience, nor 
ent; end the heart. Such preachers, or rather de- 


* Luke ii. 10, 11. + 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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claimers, addreſs us as innocent, not as fallen eres. 
tures; and would carry us back to the ſchools of 
Athens ang of Rome, inſtead of placing us at the 
feet of Paul, and of Paul's Maſter, the great God 
our Saviour.” They flatter men under a mortal 
diſtemper, and adminiſter the moſt intoxicating 
opiates ; ſtupify the enſla ved, reeommend the drud. 
gery of Egypt, and lull thoſe faſter aſleep who are 
already nodding on the brink of eternal ruin. AWand : 
Priefiley and a Fawcett of the preſent oy are ftrik. 

ing inſtances of this affecting truth. The goſpel 
(and I know of no goſpel without Chriſt, neither is 
there any other) is the balm of life. It proclaims 
the news of pardon to the guilty. Offer to a man 
under ſentence of death, the richeſt feaſt and the 
moſt ſplendid apparel, lands and jewels ;—he def 
piſes them all as unſuitable. He knows that his re 
pentance cannot procure pardon. His hope, if an 
there be, reſts entirely on the clemency of the ſove 
reign, and perhaps on that clemency through the 
mediation of a friend. Carry to him a pardon un 
der the royal ſeal, and his heart leaps for joy. "Thi: 
this alone can place him in ſafety, Almi his fear 
and compoſe his troubled ſoul. The goſpel point 
to a throne whoſe foundation is judgment, who: 
canopy is blood; and reveals Jehovah with the ſcep 


chair 
chair 
being 
vants 
and 


and the language of pardon proceeding from His lips 
« 1, even I, am He that blotteth out thy tranſgreſ 

ſions for mine own ſake, and will not remember thy 

ſins.” * When we conſider the awful charge thafjnews 

precedes this declaration, © Thou haſt wearied mgſable 
with thine iniquities,” how ſhould we be grieved, an owe 

how ſhould we rejoice! Full, free, final forgiveneſſichaſe 

is offered to the greateſt ſinner. God forgives in Aren 

mannet worthy of himſelf, both as a juſt and a grafjiud | 

II. „lx. 26, 

cio 
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ex-Mcious Sovereign. For, „through“ the “ blood” of 
s of His Son, © we have redemptiorr, even the forgive- 
the ncſs of fins, according to the riches of His grace.“ 
Jod You, who are young perſons, need. this forgiveneſs, 
and to you it is proclaimed. Chriſt invites little 
children to come, that they may he blefſed by Him, 
and may know the happineſs of the man whoſe 
tranſgreſſion 1s forgiven,” who is a child of God, 
and an heir of glory. Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is - 
the kingdom of Heaven.” *— The Goſpel brings 
news of liberty. You pity the ſubject who knows 
no law but the will of a tvrant. You pity the gal- 
ley-ſlave who is chained to the oar, and the drudge 
who labours in the mines, dragging out a miſerable 
exiſtence at the mercy of an unfeeling ſuperior. Sin- 
ners are in bondage to the moſt cruel oppreſſor. 
The mind, which ſhould be the ſeat of liberty, is 
enthralled ; and how great muſt that bondage be! 
The luſts of the unrenewed heart are as ſtrong as 
chains, mercileſs as taſk-maſters. The drudgery is 
the vileſt imaginable. Sin aims at the deſtruction 
of all his ſlaves, and deceives that he may deſtroy. 
But the Goſpel proclaims liberty to the captives. 
[t communicates the Spirit of liberty; who takes the 
chains of darkneſs from the underſtanding, ' and the 
chains of corrupt luſts from the heart. Believers, 
being made free from fin, become the willing ſer- 
vants of God. Their ſervice is health to the foul, 
and joy to the heart. The Goſpel even brings 
news of all ſpiritual bleſſings to the guilty and miſer- 
Fable; nay, of eternal life to thoſe who deferve the 
loweſt hell. That invaluable inheritance was pur- 
(Fchaſed by our Go. el or kinſman-Redeemer. © Chil- 
dren of wrath” may thus become “ heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt. The Goſpel not 


* Mark x, 14- 
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ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo great a ſalvation,” 


piſes his grace, and ſets his power at defiance. Will 


able to kill the ſoul ; rather fear Him who is able 


only brings tidings. of ſalvation, but exhibits ſalva. 
tion itſelf ; and your acceſs to it is of an obligatory 
nature, the authority of Jehovah being interpoſed; 
« 'This' is His commandment, that we ſhould be- 
lieve on the name of His Son Jeſus Chriſt.” * «© How 


and a Saviour ſo dignified ! Unbelief is an atrocious 
fin. It denies the veracity of the God of truth, dif. 
regards his authority, undervalues his wiſdom, def- 


ye, young ſinners, expoſe yourſelves to the wrath of 
the juſt and Almighty God? It is a fearful thing 
to fall into his hands.” You are afraid of temporal 
death ; and have you no apprehenſion of ſpiritual 
and eternal death, a thouſand times more terrible? 
« Fear not them who kill the body, but are not 


to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell.” + TI ſet before 
you the bleſſing and the curſe, life and death. Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved.” „Remember that the day is haſtening, 
when He ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that obey not the Goſpel.” 


END OF THE FIFTH SERMON. 
— 
SERMON. VI. 


EccLrs. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the men 
. days of thy youth. © | NIN poſit 


HAVE already pointed out ſeveral things with Fer 
reſpect to our Creator, which all, and eſpecially ers! 


Young perſons, ſhould remember ;—His Name, His 


1 John iii. 23 + Matt, x. 28. 


Mors, 
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WWirks, His Word, His Sabbath, His Law, His 


oſpel.—I proceed to obſerve, | 

d chly, That-we ſhould © Remember the Love e 

zur Creator.“ We recolle@ the kindneſs of a friend 
ith warm emotions, eſpecially if he be much ſu- 
xerior to us in ſtation, and if his kindneſs be mani- 
eſted by unequivocal and ſubſtantial proofs. In- 

ances of friendſhip readily occur to the memory, 
ef. Dre attentively reviewed, and thrill the ſoul with 
ill Wefined pleaſure. David retained a lively ſenſe of 
of Nhe affection of Jonathan, returned love for love, 
ng Ind lamented his death in ſtrains of heart- felt con- 
ral Wern. © How are the mighty fallen in the midſt of 
1a) We battle! O Jonathan, thou waſt ſlain in thine 
igh place! I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother 


10t Monathan ; very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me; 
ble Wy love to me was wonderful, paſſing the love of 
we Women.''* Was ever kindneſs equal or compara- 
Je. Ie to that of the Creator? It is ſuitable to the great- 


eſs of his nature, and diſplays infinite condeſcen- 
on; being ſplendid as the ſun, abundant as the 
ean, refreſning as dew on the tender graſs. Even 
e providential kindneſs of the Creator is aſtoniſn- 
g. Confider the character of the objects diſtin- 
iſhed by his beneficence. Reflect on their inſig- 
heance, their gailt, pollution, and ingratitude. 
here is a ſtriking contraſt between his goodneſs 
| their inſenſibility. “ Hear, O Heavens, and 
ye ear, O earth! for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have 
Puriſhed and brought up children, and they have 
Pelled againſt me.''+ Have you received food and 
the Inent, a ſound mind in a found body, a chearful 
poſition and agreeable connections? Have you 
en preſerved from many dangers, and do you feel 

ith F vernal. delight of youth? All theſe mercies, and 
my ers paſt reckoning, are beſtowed by your Creator. 


His ® 2 Sam, i. 25, 26. + If. i. 2. | 
1 He 
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objects, and the ſea ſonableneſs of the gift, enhance 
its value: «© When we were yet without ſtrengt 


might the apoſtle view this proot of divine love 


He miniſters to your neceſſities and your comfc 
with a hand unſeen, kind, and liberal.—But it 
impoſſible that any ſhould diſcern and acknowledge 

in a proper manner, the kindneſs of the Lord 
Creator, till they ſee, feel, and confeſs his ſpeci 
and ſaving love, as God-Redeemer. This great 
exceeds the former, and is eſſential to our ſafety at 
happineſs. ** God fo loved the world, that he ga 
his only-begotten Son; that whoſoever believe 
in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life.” *] 
this inſtance, God is emphatically ſaid to“ co 
mend his love towards us;“ + to place it in the me 
conſpicuous light, and diſplay it with a luſtre 
bright for the eyes of angels. The character of tl 


in due time Chriſt died for the ungodly.” $ We 


a fure pledge of future favours. © He that ſpared i 
his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, h 
ſhall He not with him alſo freely give us all things "pal 
The ſword of divine juſtice awaked againſt Imm 
nuel, that the hand of tender mercy, might be turm 
to thoſe helpleſs as infancy, and ſinking und 
crimes black as hell. He, who did not withhe 
from ſinners the greateſt poſſible gift, nor mitigi 
the puniſhment of their ſurety, will ſurely parde 
ſanctify, and ſave them completely; and all to i 
monſtrate his love. Here is love without a paradee. 
among ereatures, and which pafieth their kno 
ledge ; never to be thought on but with the high 
admiration, and never to be mentioned but int 
language of wonder and praiſe. It is thus beliewf 
by the genuine believer, in whoſe heart the love 
God is ſhed abroad by the Holy Ghoſt : «* Beca 
thy loving kindneſs is better than. life, my lips ſt 
John iii. 16. + Rom. v. 8. -} Rem. v. 6. 9 Rom, viii. 

| pr 
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aiſe thee.” Without it, natural life is only ano- 
er name for death, and death of. the moſt awful 
ind, exiſtence without enjoyment, a ſucceſſion of 
Wrangled pleaſures; while the ſoul becomes a prey 
the vile gnawing worm of depraved paſſions. In 
e favour of God is life, and the proper remem- 
znce of divine regard is mingled with delight and 
pture. The ſweet ſinger ot Iſrael, on a certain 
eaſion, attunes his harp to this delightful theme. 
aving contemplated the mercy, faithfulneſs, juſ- 
ce, the preſerving and providing goodneſs of the 
mighty, and having uſed the ſtrongeſt ſimilitudes 

ent them; the pſalmiſt, fixing his eye on 


repre 
of ine love, is loſt in aſtoniſhment, and can onl 
abel elaim: © How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, 


od!“ » In the New Teſtament the love of God 
uſually and juſtly called “ his grace:” and va» 


ave us metaphors are employed to ſet forth its glory. 
ed ulis compared to the light, to a river, to the height 
Heaven, to a treaſure, and to a monarch. In 
os @mpariſon with divine grace, however, the ſun is 
mm park, the ocean a drop, the height of Heaven 


ove the earth an inconſiderable riſing, the greateſt 
aſure lefs than nothing, and a king on the throne 
beggar on the dunghill. Its freeneſs is abſolute, 
riches are unſearchable, and its duration everlaſt- 
g It reigns © through righteouſneſs to eternal life.“ 
he immutability of divine love crowns its excel- 
nee. The mountains ſhall depart, and the hills 
removed ; but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
ee. Remember, O young man, thy Creator, 
who ſpared not his own Son,” that you might be 
elicycd, pardoned, and © ſaved with an everlaſting 
love vation.“ Let the ſtrongeſt of all the affections 
Becali {et on its proper object. Let the heart, warm 
ps ſuſfth emotions of devout regard, be turned towards 


viii. ® Pf. xxxvi. + If. liv, 10. 
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the Redeemer of a loſt world. Remember the un. of g 
paralleled kindneſs of the Son of God, who gave hu fatis 
life a ranſom for enemies. Adopt the reſolution of M men 
the church; “ We will remember thy love mom thy 
than wine.” * Neglect not, when you are of ma. ſure 
ture age, and when opportunity offers, to receive fortt 
with lively ſenſations of thankfulneſs the Sacramen not 
of the Supper, which was appointed as a memorial «ho 
of the love that many waters and floods could naWlives 
quench. Recollect and obey the dying charge of Higl 
your beſt friend ; ©* Dothis in remembrance of me.” the“ 
Gratitude is the only return which you can make, perfe 
the only return which the Redeemer expeQts ani inter 
requires. And ſhall we forget Him, who bled that arm 
we might never die ;—who was crucified, that we relpe 
might be crowned with glory? OE. « M 
38.“ Remember the Throne of thy Creator.“ Sub- ally, 
jects, who intend to pay homage to their ſovereign, place 
or to implore his favour, confider where he is to be Hen. 
found. They feek introduction to his preſence, and; th; 
appear in an humble attitude, efpecially if they aſk a don 
him any favour. Now God, the bleſſed and onlythe 1« 
potentate, the King of kings, fits on a ſplendiffincor 
throne, and requires our dutiful recollection. H a gra 
fills a throne of effential glory; but it no creature#{;119; 
can approach. Tn this reſpect the Sovereign of the plica 
univerſe “ dwelleth in light inacceſſible and full of; th 

lory.” Angels cover their faces as unable to be noms 
hold the luſtre of the divine countenance, and coveiſjuſt 
their feet as unworthy to ſtand in his preſence. God daty, 
alfo ſits on a throne of juſtice ; but this ſinners can{$11eir 
not approach without the utmoſt danger, and eveqadora 
certain ruin. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark ini ip 
quities; O Lord, who ſhall ſtand?” * Enter no eracic 
into judgment with thy ſervant.” + Hear, finnerst;cm 
however, hear it and rejoice, God fits on a throndſt;c h 


Song Sol. i. 4. + Pf. cxxx. 3. cxliii. 2. * Pf, 
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un. of grace; —a throne founded in the obedience” and 
bio ſatisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, ©4* Juſtice and Judge. 
n of Ml ment are the habitation,” or firm foundation % 
ore thy throne ; mercy and truth, tender kindneſs and 
ma. ſure promiſes go before thy face.” * They come 
eire forth as meſſengers of peace, declaring that fury is 
nem not in God. There is a high prieſt and advocate, 
rial who has furniſhed us with a meritorious plea, and 
lives to urge it on our behalf. We have a great 
High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the Heavens, Jeſus; 
the Son of God.“ 1 The dignity of his perſon, the 
perfection of his atonement, the prevalence of his 
interceſſion, and the ſympathy of his nature, are a 
that rm ground of confidence and hope in prayer. With 
, Wefreſpe&t to the true propitiatory, Jehovah faith, 
# Mine eye and my heart ſhall be there continu- 
ally,” * there will I meet with thee.” This is the 
place where God hath recorded his name in, 
Hence ye read of “ the throne of His glory.” t 
is the glory of God, as manifeſted in his Son, to par- 


ik ol don the guilty, to reheve the deſtitute, and to fave 
onlythe loft fully and freely. To act otherwiſe would be 


ndilFinconfiftent with his revealed and real character as 

Ha gracious God. Accordingly, the church uſes the 
urch following language when addrefling Him, and fap- 
plicating his favour : Do not diſgrace the throne 
of thy glory.” There Jehovah 'fits to receive our 
homage, the expteſſions of our dependanice, and the 
juſt tribute of praife. Impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
daty, the pſalmiſt urges men thus to acknowledge 
heir Maker, in the attitude and with the feelings of 
eve zdoration: “ Exalt ye, the Eord our God, and wor- 
ſhip at his footſtool.“ 5 The Lord is enthrotied 
Neraciouſiy to receive our petitions,” and will hear 
them if dran in the name of ' Chriſt, prefented by 
me hands of antitypical Jacob, and directed'to*God, 
Pl. xx 14. 4 Hebfiv. * K Jer. xiv. 21. 8 Jer. xcix, 5. 
; | as 
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s dwelling in the true ſanduary, the eternal Word 
made fleth. Such ſeems to be the meaning of that 
pious wiſn: The Lord hear thee in the day of 
trouble, the name of the. God of Jacob defend thee; 
Jend thee help from the. ſanctuary, and ſtrengthen 
.thee out of Zion.“ “ In prayer, the Supreme Be. 
ing. permits humble petitioners to commune with 
«himſelf. He invites them to pour out the heart; and 
to converſe with-him, not only as ſubjects with 
ſovereign, but as children with a father. Thus 
prayer is at once our bounden duty, a valuable pri, 
wilege, and an high. honour. It is juſtly called; 
remembering the Lord: I am the Lord their God, 
and will hear them; and they ſhall remember:me 
in far countries.” F You may plead earneſtly that 
NHe may remember you. Put me in remembrance,” 
There are ſeveral ſtrong pleas of faith which the 
Hearer of prayer hath furniſhed. The merit of the 
.Redeemer, the covenant of grace and abſolute pro- 
miſes, the mercy of God and the glory of his name, 
are prevalent arguments when urged in faith. We 
cannot. come too early to the throne of grace, no 
.aſk too much, nor be too fervent in ſupplication. 
My dear children, you aſk. geod things of earth 
Parents, but the Father of mercies hath bleſſings i 
Anitely better to beſtow on the generation ht 
ſeek his face.” You have been taught to pray withiff: 
you lips; be ſolicitous to receive the ſpirit of adop 
tion. Prayer is the language, the very breath of 
the Heaven-born ſoul. It is the elevation of thi 
heart to our Maker and our God, the Hearer 
Prayer, to whom „ all fleſh,” perſons of all age 
and in every rank, ſhould **-come.” Thoſe in 
Higheſt Rauon, and far advanced in life, are nd 
above the. nereſſity of ſuch ſupplication. Thoſe i 
che loweſtiſtation, and of the moſt tender age, ne 


+ Pi. XX. 1, 2, + Zeck. X. 6, 9. 
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ord dot fear a repulſe. David, a king; Solomon, a 
hat prince; and Daniel, a courtier; were thus employed. 
A man is never fo truly great, as when lying proſ- 
ee; nate before the throne of the eternal Sovereign. 
hen, Jabez was more honourable than his brethren.“ 
Be. What conſtituted his dignity? It conſiſted in a ſpi- 
vith nt of piety, expreſſing itſelf in prayer. So much 
and may be inferred from the following words: “ And 
tha ſabez called on the God of Iſrael, and faid, O! that 
"bus thou wouldſt bleſs me indeed, and Keep me from 
pri-Mevil, that it may not grieve me.” * A little child 
ed aMWliſping the deſires of the heart to the Father of mer- 
Joch cies in the name of Jeſus, gains his ear, and finds a 
me cordial reception. Unſpeakable, too, are the ſweets, 
thatWand great is the efficacy of prayer. The children of 
ice, God, in all ages, have borne ample teſtimony to the 
pleaſure which it affords. Many have come to the 
throne of grace with a heavy heart; and, like godly 
Hannah, have returned with a countenance no more 
fad. Prayer hath opened a paſſage through the de- 
vouring deeps, hath arreſted the ſun in his courſe, 
Mſiopped the months of lions, and quenched the vio- 
lence of the fiery furnace. Theſe are extraordinary 
gad miraculous inftances. But ſtill it is wonderfully 
ficacious in reſolving difficulties, in fortifying the 
mind againſt danger, in ſtrengthening the feeble, 
nd in comforting the afflicted ſoul; in diſpelling 
the fear of death, and in brightening the regions be- 
yond the grave. The Creator proclaims aloud the 
Walt utility and certain ſucceſs of this employ ; 
Thus faith the Lord, that created the Heavens; 
od, himſelf, that formed the earth; I have not 
Ipoken in ſecret, I ſaid not unto the ſeed of Jacob, 
ſeek ye me in vain.” F The experience of believers 
onfirms it: © Our Fathers truſted in thee: they 
truſted, and Thou didſt deliver them.“ „They 
Wo 1 Chron. iv. 9, 10. T II. xlv. 28, 19. 

nd K 2 cried 
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ried to Thee, and were delivered.“ Enter intg 
Bo olofar,” my young hearer, and. pray to thy Fa. 
ther, who ſeeth in ſecret.” T If you continue in the 
neglect of prayer, the time is coming, when, though 
you call, the Lord will give no anſwer; and He, who 
made you, will ſnew no favour. Remember, that the 
rich worldling, who perhaps had never prayed dur. 
ing life, began to ſupplicate in the place of torment 
for the-leaft merey, but it was juſtly denied: while 
poor Lazarus, though his ſuit was often deſpiſed on 
earth, was heard in Heaven, was at death admitted 
into that glorious abode, was fully comforted, and poi: 
his mouth filled with ſongs of praiſe, _— Be chiefly fers 
ſolicitous to obtain ſpiritual bleſſings. With rel. beſt 
pect to thoſe of a temporal nature, the. prayer of prac 
Agur is wiſe : „Give me neither poverty nor riches; firik 
feed me with food convenient for me.” mer 
9. Remember the Teſtimony of thy Creator.“ I the 
A ſovereign requeſts and expeRs from his ſubjede divi 
ſomething more than a loyal heart, and a ſeeret at. der 
tachment to his perſon and government. All wha Hin 
would approve themſelves faithful muſt be open and} Law 
explicit in their allegiance to the ſovereign, and ing of tt 
oppoſition to his enemies. This is eſpecially requi-I poſe: 
fite when rebellion riſes in the kingdom, and when The 
a conſpiracy is formed againſt the juſt prerogati ves fiſter 
of the reigning prince. hat would you think off Beſi 
a ſubject, who, in ſuch'circumſtances, ſhould ſuppli-J expl 
cate his ſovereign for perſonal relief, and yet refuſeſſ ſpea] 
to ſtand forth in order to preſerve the dignity of theſ auth 
crown; or ſatisfy himſelf with expreſſing dutiful andFbliſh 
loyal wiſhes? You muſt reckon him either a trat-in I 
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1 tor; ar a fooliſh, unfeeling, and inconſiſtent man. they 
MH Similar is the caſe of the man, who would ſeparate The 
ublic from perſonal religion, and reckons an exAbe ſc 
| plicit profeſſion of divine truth a matter of indifeScrip 
; FT Is * Pf, xXiL 4. 5 + Matt, vi. 6, tranſ 
; WE" ION? I Na © ference 
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a. ference. He, perhaps, prays earneſtly, and is ſo- 
he W licitous about his own ſalvation ; but avows not an 
ph attachment to the precious doctrines of revelation.” 
ho He may regularly attend the pure diſpenſation of the 
the Wl goſpel. This is a material profeſſion of evangelical 
ur-W truth ; but it ſhould not ſuperfede a formal and di- 
ent ret acknowledgement. There is a ncarer connec- 
nile W tion between the latter, and the intereſts of vital, ex- 
| on perimental, and practical religion, than ſome are 
ted willing to believe and allow. An open, plain, and 
and pointed profeſſion of ſcriptural truths tends to pre- 
efly MW ſerve the purity, and to maintain the vigour of the 
rel. beſt ; nay, the only proper principles of faith and 
r of fl practice. Religious errors, eſpecially thoſe which 
nes; WW firike at the foundations of Chriſtianity, are not 
merely ſpeculative. If imbibed, they muſt influence 
the temper and conduct. A man, who denies the 
jede divinity of the great God our Saviour, cannot ren- 
t at- der to Jeſus that homage which is due, nor truſt 
whoſ Him for ſalvation, nor revere his authority as a 
and Lawgiver. Another, who diſbelieves the doctrine 
d inf of the atonement, muſt be proud of his own ſup- 
Ml poſed ability and merit, and glory even before God. 
The advocates for free-will, were they to act a con- 
fiſtent part, would never pray for divine aſſiſtance. 
Beſides, many adverſarics to the truth are open and 
i explicit in oppoſing it. And ſhall we be ſilent, or 
ſpeak in faint accents and ambiguous terms? Divine 
authority is interpoſed in this matter. He eſta- 
bliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law 
in Iſrael, which he commanded our fathers, that 
they ſhould make them Known to their children,” * 
ol The teſtimony, of which the pſalmiſt ſpeaks, muſt 
de ſomething different from the private belief of the 
fScriptures. It is a public truſt, which ought to be 
Tranſmitted faithfully from one generation to another. 
rence. „„ 9 5 | 
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It refers to the character of the people of God. as his 

itnefles, and they ſhould declare the truth in the 
FE of the world, ** Ye are my witneſſes, faith the 
Lord, that I am God.“ Have thoſe paſſages in 
the ſacred volume, which enjoin us to © hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith,” and to “ contend ear. 
neſtly for the faith,” no meaning? Or, do they ſig- 
nify a cold, inactive, ſmothered regard to the truth? 
We read of © the banners” of the church, which 
ought to be . ſet up” and © diſplayed.” In defend- 
Ing them, it is our duty to facrifice property, liberty, 
and even life itſelf, when theſe cannot be retained 
conſiſtently with © the myſtery. of faith,” and * a 

re conſcience.” The reſolution of the church is 
ighly proper: „In the name of our God, we will 
ſet up our banners.” F In that paſſage, a firm pro- 
feſſion is eonnected with fervent prayer. An apoſtle 
ſtates the ſame connection: Let us draw near with 
true hearts. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of 
our faith without;wavering.” 1 The Chriſtian ſol- 
dier ſhould ſtand in the field of battle, as well as 
kneel to his ſovereign. A ſcriptural profeſſion of 
truth is a duty which we owe to God, and to our. 
ſelves ; to friends, and to enemies; to the riſing ge- 
neration, and to poſterity. It conſtitutes the crawn 
of the church, nay, of Jehovah himſelf; and, to 
preſerve its luſtre, Providence hath ſometimes uſed 
extraordinary methods. Thus, at the death of 
Chriſt, rather than that He whois THE TRUTH 
ſhould not be confeſſed, miracles were wrought. 
The living were filent, but the dead roſe to witneſs ; 
human hearts were paſt feeling, but “the rocks 
were rent;” .and © the veil of the temple was torn 
from, the top to the bottom,” while the worſhippers 
were at eaſe in Zion. 
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over all the earth, and, when even the diſciples offſ6%2g: 
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is cChriſt were as a light under a buſhel, the flamin 
he Wtorch of truth was held up by the penitent thief and 
he the Roman centurion. The former, ſtretched on; 
in the croſs, and with every member faſtened but his 
aſt Wtongue, employed that tongue in prayer and confeſ- 
ir. son. Nature, by the mouth of the latter, confeſſed. 
og. der Maker: © Truly this was the Son of. God!” 
h? Alas! a ſenſe of this duty is almoſt entirely gone 
ich from the preſent generation. Many alledge, in ex- 
id. euſc, that it is not eſſential to ſalvation, But though 
ty, {this be granted, we nevertheleſs contend, that things 
ed not eſſential to ſalvation may be neceſſary for the. 
« a Melory of God and our own ſpiritual edification. We 
1 is hope well of ſome in communion with the Romiſh. 
will Nehurch, if their hearts be better than their heads; 
ro- but is this a ſufficient reaſon for renouncing Pro- 
file Nteſtant principles, and embracing popery. Till ad- 
vith Nverſaries to a ſtrict and full teſtimony agree among 
a of themſelves reſpecting the doctrines eſſential to ſal- 
ſol-Nration, and thoſe which are not effential, we are 
| as Nvarranted to“ contend” for the whole ©* faith once 
\ of Neelivered to the ſaints.” Every thing that God hath. 
ur. revealed is valuable. To aflert that the Bible con- 
ge- Itains ſome trifles, is to impeach divine wiſdom and 
own deſpiſe divine goodneſs. And is it not a principle 
„ to monſtrouſly ſelfiſh to avow thoſe truths alone which 
uſed we 196 to be nearly connected with our own wel- 
fare? Is the glory of God nothing? Is the welfare 
TH Hof others a ſmall object? Indifference about a full 
ight, profeſſion of divine truth is always the ſign of a de- 
dels z tenerate age. The commination denounced againſt 
cocks Meroz, ſounds an alarm in the ears of every Gallio.“ 
torn] be comparative coldneſs of real profeſſors in the 
preſent day, is matter of deep lamentation and 
cneſghground of faithful reproof. How appoſite the lan- 
es offi6uage to this purpoſe! “Remember from whence, 
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thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt work.“ 
Lou are bound in duty, my young hearers, to ac: 
knowledge the Creator openly and explicitly. Exa. 
mine the creed which you have been taught to be. 
lieve. Try it by the word of God, that unerring 
ſtandard of truth and duty. Imitate the noble ex. 
ample of the Bereans, who © ſearched the Scriptures 
daily whether thoſe things were ſo.” + Call no man 
maſter in religious opinions. Pray for the Spirit, 
whoſe work it is to“ lead into all truth.” While 
he teſtifics of Chriſt, who is the ſum of revela. 
tion, it is our duty to bear witneſs. Be neither 
afraid nor aſhamed to confeſs your Saviour and 
your God. Take for a pattern, the apoſtles, con- 
feflors, and martyrs, who “ loved not their lives 
unto death, in keeping “ the commandments of 
| God, and the teſtimony of Jeſus.” Remember the 
little children who cried, «© Hoſanna to the fon of 
David,” and how highly he applauded their con- 
duct. | 

10. Remember the Saints and Servants of thy 
Creator.” Attachment to a king, implies affeQion 
to fellow-ſubjeas. He is the bond of union between 
them z the common head to whom they are rela- 
ted ;—the ſhepherd under whoſe paſtoral care they 
feed in ſafety and in concord. Thoſe who live in 
the ſame country, ho adopt the ſame maxims, and 
who follow the ſame cuſtoms, naturally cling to each 
other. In a foreign land, their little domeſtic ani- 
moſities ceaſe, and they meet as brethren. Country- 
men and friends then become names of the ſame im- 
port. Regard to a father includes regard to his 
children; and theſe are bound by the ſtrongeſt ties 
to love one another. We are taught by the ſu- 


preme Lawgiver to conſider every man as our fel- 
low ſubject, our neighbour, and our brother. The 


} Matt, xxi. 25, 16. 
Bible 
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Bible reveals HIM who is LOVE itſelf, and con- 
tains the beſt principles of benevolence, as well as 
the moſt powerful motives to enforce it, Regard to 
our neighbour 1s enjoined by the ſame high authority 
that requires regard to God himſelf. Thou ſhalt 

love the Lord thy God.” „ This is the firſt and 
great commandment.” And the ſecond is like 
unto it: thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” * 
« If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar.” All men are brethren by a common 
relation to God as Creator, and by participation of 
a,fommon nature. We ſhould therefore cultivate 
a benevolent ſpirit towards all men; whatever be 
their clime, colour, language, cuſtoms, principles, 
or condut, Not that we ought to make the wicked 
our companiens, to palliate their vices, to juſtiſy 
their faults, excuſe their groſſeſt errors, and view 
themſelves as objects of complacency, This would 
be inconſiſtent with duty to God, and even with 
duty to them. It is a ſpecial office of Chriſtian 
friendſhip to correct the miſtakes and to reprove the 
ſins of others, in the ſpirit of meekneſs: nay, to 
« withdraw from every brother who walks diſ- 
orderly,” having no intimate and no unneceflary 
fellowſhip with him. But we ſhould wiſh well to 
all, pray for them, and promote their ſpiritual and 
temporal proſperity, as we have opportunity, Even. 
perſonal enemies muſt not be excluded from our 
kind wiſhes and benevolent exertions. Such beneva- 
lence is the eſſential characteriſtic of a real Chxiſtian. 
It ſnews a mind truly noble; and demonſtrates the 
ſublime ſpirit of genuine Chriſtianity. The ſpirit 


ofthe world prompts them in many caſes not to for- 
give even a brother; but for a ſmall, and perhaps 
an imaginary offence, to threaten and to take away 
his life. It is a principle of thoſe, who reſemble theig 

* Matt. xxii, g7, 38, 39. 


+ John iv. 20. 
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Creator, to bleſs enemies. This is a leading fea. 
ture in His moral image ; and'were men to bear it; 
the earth, inſtead of being a field of blood, would 
be the habitation of peace, The more that ye 
abound in aQs of forgiveneſs, of beneficence and 
love, the nearer. you approach the temper of the 
Parent of good. Let the poor therefore particu- 
larly come into your mind. Send not the child. of 
want, and perhaps of worth, away empty. Mani. 
feſt that you feel the cries of the widow and the or- 
phan. Shew that the feelings of me and N. 
rity are directed, ſtrengthened, and ſanctified by N. 
vine grace. © To do good, and to communicate, 
forget not; for with ſuch ſacrifices” of gratitude, 
not. of atonement, © God is well-pleaſed.” * Nor 
be ©: forgetful to entertain ſtrangers.“ True reli. 
gion is the patron and prompter of hoſpitality. A 
compaſſionate and courteous diſpoſition ſhould be 
encouraged in children. For this purpoſe, inſtead 
of reading to them tales of fictitious diſtreſs, point, 
out the real objects of charitable compaſſion. Teach 
them courteouſneſs to every viſitor. How pleaſant 


in little ones the tear of feeling, the ſmile. of wel- 


come, and the hand ready to help! Special and 
complacential regard, however, is due to the ſaints 
and ſervants of the MOST HIGH. Affection to 
Chriſtian brethren for the ſake of Jeſus, and as 


bearing his image, is an effential trait in the cha- 


racter of true believers. © We know that we have 


e from death unto life, —becauſe we love the 
rethren. 1 This is an © old commandment,” * a 
meſſage delivered from the beginning,” and he that 


tranſgreſſes it treads in the ſteps of murderous Cain, 


who hated and © flew his brother, becauſe his 
own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” 
It is alſo “ a new commandment” under the clear: 


* Heb. xtii, 16. + 1 John itt, 14. 
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diſpenſation of grace by the goſpel, being enjoined 
by the expreſs authority of Chriſt, and enfurced by 
his perfect example. Love one another as I have 
loved you.” * Let your regard to the ſaints be with- 
out diſimulation, univerlal, ſtrong, conſtant, and 
operative. If“ he, who reproacheth the poor, deſ- 
piſeth his Maker,” whoſe image he bears as a ra- 
tional being, and who appointed his lot ; ſurely the 
man, who deſpiſes the ſaints, forgets the Author of 
their purity and hates the beauties of holineſs. Ge- 
nuine godlineſs, even in a beggar, is venerable and 
lovely. Thus it appears in the cyes of all who are 
capable of diſcerning what is truly ſublime and 
beautiful. It ennobles and adorns man. To mock 
at it betrays a little and a vicious mind. Remem- 
ber, my young friends, that Iſhmael for mockin 
Iſaac is ſtigmatized as a perſecutor by the God of 
Heaven. F The prohibition is ſufficiently plain: 
«* Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm.” Thoſe appointed by God to ſerve Him 
in the goſpel of His'Son, ſhould be highly eſteemed 
for the ſake of their Maſtcr and of their work. An 
inſult offered to the embaſſador of an earthly ſove- 
reign in his official charaQer, is offered to the ſove- 
reign himſelf, and is reſented accordingly. The King 
of kings will not allow His ſervants to be mal-treated 
with impunity.—Jeſus declares, that whoſo deſpiſeth 
his miniſters, deſpiſeth Himſelf. It is a practice 
too frequent among the gay and the young, to ſpeak 
Jef the clergy with contempt. That there are immo- 
Wal clergymen is granted; and it is matter of lamen- 
tation. But ſhall the innocent ſuffer with the guilty, 
„ ſand the moſt reſpectable and uſeful characters be 
5 rilified, becauſe ſome have aſſumed the ſacred office, 
who are a ſcandal to the Chriſtian name? The man 
ho ſpeaks evil of miniſters without diſtinRion is a 
» John xv. 12, + Gal. iv. 29. } Luke x. 26 
: ſtated 
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make ſuch an one the object of ridicule, even for 


rily bears to men; and various thoſe, too, which HY 
hath graciouſly aſſumed. God is, of neceſſity, th 
Witneſs, the-Lawgiver, and the Judge cf the world 


'mediatica of Jeſus, however, God fuſtains the chi 
| * 5 ar. 7 0 
[ | #* e Kings ii, ag. | 


188 EARLY PIETY. 

Rated foe to religion, and in heart a confirmed deift 
Nor far different is he that dwells on their weak. 
neſſes with pleaſure, For perfection in the ſervants 
of God we look in vain.—It is wiſely ordered that 
they ſhould be men of like paſſions with others. — 
Reaſon and religion require us to throw a veil over 
their infirmities. For their vices we plead no ex. 
cuſe. But we heſitate not to ſay, that the benefit 
which even civil ſociety derives from the labour 
and the example of a faithful and conſiſtent miniſter 
of the goſpel, demand a tribute of reſpe& and gra- 
titude. It is mean, it is ſinful and dangerous ty 


any little ſigularĩty in his appearance, dreſs, language, 
or behaviour. Recollect the fate of the children 
who jeered the prophet Eliſha, and improve the 
awful warning which it contains.“ "4 I 

11. Remember the Relations which thy Cres. 
tor” bears to you. We naturally think on our con 
nection with fellow-men ; and our obligations to re 
"member them are ſtrong in proportion to the near 
neſs of that connection. God is more nearly related 
to us than any creature. One relation which He 
bears, is mentioned in the text: He is our Creator 
the Former of our bodies, the Father of our ſpirits 
nay, „in Him we live and move.” The ſupport 
of life, and the continuance of life itſelf, are vouch 
ſafed by the Creator. We are therefore bound bi 
an original and indiffoluble tie to remember Hi 
Various are the relations which the Creator neceſſi 


In theſe points of view, how ſhall finners 'think « 
their Maker with hope and comfort? Through thi 
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ger of merciful, yet righteous ſovereign; of a ten. 
er- hearted, yet holy parent; of a ſhepherd at once 
mpaſſionate to ſouls, and maintaining his own 
haracter as che God of truth. His juſtice, holi- 
jeſs, and truth, are all vindicated; nay, illuſtriouſix 
Jiſplayed in the ſalvation of men. The deſign of 
edemption ts, to reduce us to the proper acknow- 
gement of our Creator in his new covenant cha- 
iter. © There is forgiveneſs with Him, that He 
ay be feared ;” not treated with preſumption, or 
ith contempt. Shall we not revere and love the 
*Wovercign who, to ſave us, ſpared not his own Son? 
Joes not the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
brit” deſerve the higheſt degree of filial affection? 
\re not the flock of the ſhepherd of Iſrael diſtin- 
uiſhed by their godly ſimplicity, their innocence, 
eir meekneſs, their purity, and, above all, by their 
tachment to Him who provides green paſtures, and 
dre akes till waters to flow for their refreſhment ;— 
| ho leads'them by his rod, and with his ſtaff pro- 
o te-. ads them? Are we called to the high honour of 
ing the friends of God? How inconſiſtent and 

n incompatible with ſuch a character are habitual 
Wrectfulneſs, treachery, and inſenſibility! Can we 
xr the name of the greateſt Friend abuſed! Can. 
1 : ſee his laws broken, and not mourn? -*© Do not 
zporlY hate them, O Lord, that hate Thee? And am I 

t grie ved with thoſe that riſe up againſt Thee?“ 
all not fin in our own hearts, the worſt foe of God 


$4 of man, be hated and oppoſed ? „Search me, O 
ceſſihod, and know my heart; try me, and know my 
ch Houghits.“ And fee if there be any wicked way 
y, me, and lead me in thy way everlaſting.“ 
worly young hearers, conſider that your obedience to 
ink e Creator cannot be 1 becauſe, as 
gh thiſe God of nature and of providence, He is your 
le chi * Bf. Cxxxix. 21, 23, 24: | 


ſovereign. 
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ſovereign. Omnipotence itſelf cannot diffolye 
welatior, nor break the ties of duty, but by puttin 
an end to the exiſtence of the ſpbje&t. The eig 
nal Sovereign is willing to become your Father 
\Chriſt. Then only vou can obey in- a proper m 


uty o 
to ju 
e go 
incifu 
he h 


ner, when the auguſt object of religious remembrandW tutu 
' Is recogniſed in this amiable tight. Hear and obere f 
the call of the Lord your God: © Come out fin f 
among them, and be ye ſeparate; and touch not thiþunda 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will (Waſone 
a father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughMcmb): 
ters, faith the Lord Almighty.” * The relation tit em 
conſtituted, irreſiſtibly and ſweetly draws the heaWicr. — 
in the path of righteouſneſs. It infallibly ſecurrovid: 
complete ſalvation, and may be pleaded in prayeſid ce 
% am Thine, fave me.” It ſupports and chetcquer 
the ſoul, when earthly connections are removed Wpreti 
death, or are bitter againſt us on account. of relthly 
gion. © Doubtleſs Thou art our Father; thougſWoral g 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknowled the f 
us not: Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our RErume 
deemer, thy name is from everlaſting.” + dame 
12. Remember” that “ thy Creator” will cn right 

40 Fudgment. This awful event is mentioned agi mine 
and again by the inſpired Solomon in the contexid th 
It is uſed as a diſſuaſive from fin. In the conclldeme 
Fon of the preceding chapter, how ſerious the adm e firſt 
nition! © Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, anſſſc ſev 


tet thy-heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, anfſfe Lor 
walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the ſightFecute 
| thine eyes: but, know thou, that for all theſe thinly. p 
God will bring thee into judgment.“ It is uſed ia jud 
a motive to duty. Hence the book of Eccleſia 
is concluded with theſe ſolemn words : „Let Gow 
hear the concluſion of the whole matter: fear Gt 
and keep; his commandments; for this is the wha 


2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. + If. eiii. 16. 


* 


CW 


EARLY PIETY... mr 


uty of man.“ „ For God will bring every work: 
to judgment, with every ſceret thing; whether it 
e good, or whether it be evil.“ That event is not 
nciful and uncertain, but real and abſolutely ſure.. 
he heathens themſelves had ſtrong apprehenfions: 
future retribution. Their: ideas of a future ſtate 
ere founded in reaſon and conſcienee, though a 
ain fancy and a corrupt mind, reared, on that” 
Wundation, a ſuperſtructure of fable. While Paul 
aſoned concerning the judgment to come, Felix 
embled. The vicegerent of God within him at” 
at moment roſe and pointed out an awful here-- 
ter, — Fhe ſeemingly unequal diſtributions of 
Wrovidence in the preſent lite, evince the neceſſity 
d certainty of a future judgment. The wicked: 
equently flouriſh;; while the righteous are afflicted, 
prefled, and ſometimes injured by the decrees of 
thly judges. It would be inconſiſtent with the 
ral government of God, not to-reify diſorders 
he final reſult, and to redreſs grievances. This. 
Wrument is uſed by Solomon : “I ſaw the place of 
dgment, that wickedneſs was there; and the place 
righteouſneſs, that iniquity was there.” I ſaid 
mine heart, that God ſhall judge the righteous. 
Wd the wicked.” * © The doctrine of eternal 
dement,” eternal in its conſequences, is among 
e firſt principles of the oracles of God. * Enoch 
e ſeventh from Adam propheſied, ſaying, Behold - 
e Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to 
ecute judgment upon all.” Job, who lived at an 
ly. period, put his friends in mind, that “ there 
judgment.“ t It is frequently referred to in the 
ok of Pſalms, and in the writings of the prophets. 
ow grand and affecting the deſcription! “ Our-. 
xr God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep ſilence.“ “He 
äq call to the Heavens from above, and to the. 
* Eccl, iii. 26, 27, + Jab xix. 2 2 
3 W ' earth, 
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earth, that He may judge his people.” * Da ode 
too deſcribes the event in a manner truly ſublime “ 
« F beheld till the thrones were caſt down, and thi tk 
Antient of Days did fit, whoſe garment was whit!” © 
as ſnow, and the hair of his head like the pure wood 
His throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheel" 
as burning fire.” „A fiery ſtream iſſued and e 
forth from before Him; thouſands miniſtered uf.“ b 


Him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand fog 
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egeguittal of the righteous. Jeſu 


was unjuſtly condemned on earth; and it is necek Ys 
ſary, for the vindication of his honour, that his He 
character be openly diſplayed. He is conſtituted Judi - 1 
of the world; and is fully qualified for the impor Vn ws 
office; poſſeſſing, as the Don of God, ſupreme at * 
thority, infinite knowledge, unerring impartiali bh 
and Almighty power. A judge fo auguſt new *3$ 
| afcended a tribunal. How dignified his perſon! a 
how magnificent the manner of his coming! Thin * 
on that day when your ears ſhall hear the trump df. > 
God, and your eye ſee his Son in human nature, " * 
the brightneſs of the Father's glory, attended | 4 5 
thouſands of angels. At his voice the dead riſe, a þ 10 
before bim all nations are gathered. The gra 1 ; 
ſhall be emptied of its inhabitants, who, (many aft, bs 
the ſlumber of ages) come forth; they that hay * 


Pf. I. 2,4 7 Dan, vii. 9, 10. 


+ Matt, xa, 550 | 
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lone good to the reſurrection of life; and they that 
ave done evil to the reſurrection of damnation.” 
)! the delights, the glories, and the triumphs of that 
Way, to the former. To the latter, its terrors far: 

xceed the powers of language and of conception. 
goth claſſes ſhall be judged. Actions, words, and“ 
yen thoughts, muſt paſs in review. Jo concealF 
ny thing from the Omniſcient eye is impoſſible.— 
To ſhew. the certainty, exactneſs, and impartiality, . 
f the divine procedure, “ books” are ſaid to be- 
opened.” Heathens ſhall be tried by the law of 
ure; members of the viſible church, by the law 
f revelation, The ſaints, being found united to- 
he Saviour, intereſted in his righteouſneſs, and» 
anctified by his Spirit, muſt be acquitted and ad- 
udged to eternal life; while the. ſentence ſhall be- 
timated in theſe few, but comprehenſive, ſweets. 
nrapturing words: Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
her, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the; 
undation of the world.” The wicked, being founck 
iy, muſt be openly condemned. Their own- 
Wonſciences teſtify againſt them, and, how callous 
Jever before, now become a worm that dieth not. 
Mclſtance, flight, and importunity, are equally vain; 
What plea can they offer in arreſt of judgment? 
Mow ſhall the murderers of the Lord of glory, and 
oſe, who, by their unbelief, crucihed him atreſh, 
Wok and think, and feel, when the Judge pro- 


12 * © 1 2 . 
Oh unces the ſentence, every word of which is big: 
' . ' . 
my ih horror? © Depart from me, ye curled, into 


Nerlaſting fire, prepared tor the devil and his an- 


5 ls: —a ſentence aggravated by hearing, firſt of 
n | l, an oppolite judgment paued on the {aints, and 
Py holding their glory. Pne former fhall © go away 
oe to cverlaſting puniſhment ; but rhe righteous into 
pr fe cternal.” Now, (ter it is wiſe to anticipate the 


ent) now the purpoles: of Jchuval are accome 
— >. plithed, 


2 ' 
* 
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__es the plans of his providence are completed, 
His promiſes are fulfilled, his threatnings are exe 
cuted in their juſt ſeverity, and the Creator is gl 
rified in all his works. | | 

Think on that event, my young hearers; let 
engage your moſt ſerious meditations. You an 
ruck with awe when you ſee an earthly judge ſeated 
on the bench, and hear.an important trial. When 
life is at ſtake, what ſpeQator does not feel! Wha 
muſt be the feelings of the pannel himſelf! Wh 
ſentence is pronounced, you are all attention. Eve 
ſyllable enters hig mind with the rapidity and fore 
of a thunderbolt. This, however, is only a faint 
emblem of a future judgment. Behold the Judge 
the King eternal! Confider the parties to be judged 
the whole human race, from Adam to his youngell 
ſon. Confider the matter to be determined,—yc 
everlaſting ſtate. Conſider the certain execution d 
the ſentence. The littleneſs of the affairs of ti 

and the importance of time itſelf, muſt then be fl 
and confefied by all. The apparently great diftine 
tions, which now ſubſiſt among men, then ſhrink ini 
nothing, Saints and finners ! Theſe are chara 
diftinaive, important, oppoſite, eternal ;—the on 
characters to be recogniſed in the day of account 
and to be ſtamped with immortality. And are yt 
careleſs to which of theſe clafles you belong ; an 
with which of them you ſhalt dwell for ever ? Pre 
pare, young man, prepare to meet thy God. I 

dulge not carelefineſs and prefumption from the ic 

that judgment is far diſtant; If it be certain ant 
important, we cannot prepare for it too ſoon, nc 
too carefully. Of that day and hour knoweth n 


man.“ „ge ye therefore ready.” Beſides, deatliff and 


determines our eternal ſtate. The ſentence, thet 
paſſed on individuals, ſhall be proelaimed aloud a 
the laſt day. Think on your companions, wh 


wii 


* 
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eame forth as a flower, and were cut down. What 


if the grim meſſenger ſhould arreſt you the neut 


moment, and drag you into the preſence of your 


PARLY METY®. — tre. 


Maker and your Judge, whoſe right hand takes hold 


of vengeanee, and all whoſe purpoſes are firmer 
than a rock! 4* Remember now thy Creator.” A- 
quaint thyſelf with Him; and be at peace,” through 
Jeſus, the Mediator of the new covenant, © thereby 
good ſhall come unto thee; comfort in life, ſafety 
in death, boldneſs in the day of judgment, and come 
plete felicity for ever.—** We ought to give the oft 
carneſt heed to the things which we have heard, left 
at any time we ſhould let them flip,” through a trea- 
cherous memory, and a more treacherous heart. 
O! that they were © written” in place of vanities, 
« with a pen of iron, and with the point of a dia- 


END OF THE SIXTH SERMON. 
—  _—_—_—— 


SERMON VII. 


days of thy youth. 


HE vanity 

ſubje of deſcription to the poet, and of decla- 
mation to the orator. It exiſts not in fancy ; but 
is a certain truth, delivered by the higheſt authority, 


That worldly riches, honours, and plea- 


dull 


ings, 


mond graven upon thre table of your hearts! May 


che Spirit “ teach as all things, and bring all things 
to ur remembrance!'? 


Tecxxs. xii, 1. Remember now thy Creator in tio 


* 


of human life has been a frequent 


and confirmed by the obſervation and experience of 
every age 
ſures are unſatisfying, is a remark not more eommon 


man juſt, We ſee perſons, poſſeſſed of theſe th 
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ſill reſtleſs and unhappy. A ſmooth and, ſplendid 


outſide often covers a troubled and gloomy fpirit, 40 
which betrays itſelf notwithſtanding all the attempts Set 
to conceal it. The deſire is uſually increaſed i 
with the poſſeſſion of temporal good Some bitter. od 


neſs is mingled with the ſweeteſt earthly enjoyments. N of e 
Few, however, attend to the cauſe which produces 
it, and few attend to the only effectual remedy tor I Mir 
rectifying this vanity of life. It is the effect of fin, 
which leads man aſtray from the full fountain to a ho 
broken ciſtern, and difqualifies the mind for the pro- the 
r enjoyment even of temporal bleſſings. Sin ' 
blinds, weakens, and fickens the ſoul, Ir deranges e 
the ſeat of pleaſure, and intuſes wormwood into law- The 
ful enjoyments. A guilty conſcience and depraved 2s 
aſſions are the bane of true delight. The finner ima 
himſelf knows, and even others may oblerve, that a, 
he is miſerable amidſt outward proſperity, and def. hs 
titute of a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble. Con- 
tentment and peace dwell not in his foul; but the I aq, 
fury of conflicting elements rages there. Hence 
the neceſſity and importance of true religion. It I The 
furniſhes proper objects of enjoyment, and produces 
a proper enjoyment of theſe objects. Real happineſs gard 


is only to be tound m the hearttelt and practical ke 
remembrance ot G. This gladdens and ennobles Hit; f 
the mind; gives the higheſt luſtre and the ſweeteſt fare} 
reliſh to proſperity.;. adds digniry, and imparts utility pron 


to diſtreis; makes poverty honourable, and opens in 
death a door ot twpe nd of life. Accordingly the I the e 
early remembrance ot our Creator is ſtrongly urged N other 
in the text: Remember now thy Creator in the I The 
days of thy youth. 1 
Having, in the preceding diſcourſes, explained the 
nature, and conlidered the object of this duty, I peve eoulc 
cted to the 
III. Head of diſcourſe, which is, to urge the re- 
membrance 
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membrance of your Creator in the days of youth. 
Allow me, as a faithful friend, and in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, my young hearers, to enforce the exhor- 
tation of the inſpired Solomon. Ordained to watch 
over your beſt intereſts, I addreſs you in the name 
of God, and in his fight. It is at my peril, if I 
ſpeak unfaithfully ;—and at yours, if ye hear in vain, 
Mine will be the joy, if you walk in the truth; 
yours will be the profit and the pleaſure too. I, 
therefore, earneſtly ſolicit your ſerious attention to 
the following things. | 
1. The remembrance of God, as manifeſted in 
his Son, cannot be too early, but it may be too late. 
The young ſand in abſolute. need of the Saviour, 
2s well as thoſe advanced is life, We muſt not 
imagine, that perſons grown up, and openly aban- 
doned, are the only finners. That fin hath entered 
into the world all allow; and the Bible tells us ex- 
preſsly that it entered by one man, even the firſt 
Adam. God condeſcended to make a covenant with 
our common parent, for himſelf and for his poſterity, 
The eſſential parts of a fœdetal tranſaction are plainly 
recorded in theſe words: Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of 
it; for in the day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
ſurely die:“ * words which contain a prohibition, a 
promiſe, and a penalty. The promiſe of eternal life 
is implied; the penalty of death is expreſſed; and 
the condition of avoiding the one, and obtaining the 
other, is *delivered in the form of a prohibition, 
The condition was highly proper as a teſt of obe- 
dience. Adam was furniſhed with ſufficient power 
to perform it, being created perfectly upright. Nor 
could he withhold his conſent from a propoſal ſo rea- 
ſanable and advantageous, His own 1atereſt and 
| I TY EE IRIS” 

| "> "that 
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that of his poſterity were at ſtake. | But being left 
to the freedom of his will, and affailed by the m 
tation of the evil one, our common parent violated 
the condition, forfeited life, and incurred death, 
All his deſcendants; therefore, are naturally and 
juſtly ünder the curſe of their Maker. Of this, the 
death of infants is a ſtriving proof; for death in 
ifelf is a penal evil, and geceflarily fuppoſes guilt 
either perſonal or imputed. It would be unjuſt in 
God to remove infants from the world in that man- 
ner, were they not ſinners, . They are-mcapable of 
aQual rranſereſſion, The conſcquenes is that they 
are chi: arge ehle with original guilt. Moral pollu- 
tion is the inſeparable cencomitant of moral guilt, 
The whole nature of man is depraved by fin. This 
inherent depravity is evident from the power of ha- 
bits. Wie ſoon 1equire any evil habit: but with 
difficulty and by flow degrees we acquire any good 
habit. Conan and vigorous exertions ate necef- 


* 


wrong biss in his own mind, The rarity of moral 
conduct, n irhitanding the reſtraint of laws and the 
labuurs of education, proves the fame melancholy 
truth.—Fhe criminal, and even the civil code of 
every kingdom ſuppoſes the neceſſity of reſtraining 
men from ads of injuſtice. 4 The law is made for 
the lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ungodly and for 
ſinners.” Were it not for theſe ſtatutes and penal- 
ties, human nature would ſoon appear in an hideous 
form, Violence, rapine, and blood, would fill the 


The proneneſs of children too to contend with one 
another, to lie, and to do things forbidden, mult be 


Even friends, with many actual tranſgreſſions. 
ven a flight examination of your hearts and prac- 
| | tice 


fary to preterve the latter, Every man may feel a. 


earth, Whence come contentions and wars? 
Whence, but from the depraved paſſions of men? 


traced to the ſame ſource. Ye are chargeable, my 


and ſins. How often do young perſons feel diſineli- 
nation to duties? And how often do they neglect 
ſeeret prayer, or teſt in the form of it; as if God 
ſaw only the actions of men; and, like them, judged 


by the appearance? How often do they ſeek, above 
all things, their own eaſe and pleaſure; and bow 


down before the idol SELF * But, „if we have 


forgotten the name of our God, or ſtretehed out our 


hands to a ſtrange god, ſhall not God ſearch this 
out? for He knowerh the ſecrets of the heart.” ®* 
You are juſtly afraid of incurring the diſpleaſure of 
parents; and is not the difpleaſure of God a thou- 
ſand times more terrible? Who can declare the 
greatneſs of Infinite vengeance, armed with inflexi- 


ble-juſtice and Almighty: power ? God, however, in 


manifold wiſdom and rich grace hath provided a 
Saviour, —a Saviour, able, willing, compaſſionate, 
even Jeſus Chriſt. He is the only Redeemer: and 
to you this Redeemer is offered. He addreſſes ſin- 
ners of all elaſſes, and of every age, in the moſt ur- 
gent and tender language. © Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden; and J will give 
you reſt,” „Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wiſe caſt out.” t To © know God and Jeſus Chriſt 


whom he hath ſent, is life eternal.” Ye are in 


danger of perifhing for ever; and will ye nat come 
to the all-ſufficient Saviour? Ye are ſpiritually ſick 
unto death; and will ye not apply to the .Phylician, 
who heals all manner of diſeaſes? Your diſeaſe being 
hereditary, and incurable by creatures, you cannot 
come to Jeſus too ſoon : but, ah! you may apply when 
it is too late. To- day, ſpiritual health and eternal 
life are in your offer; to-morrow, you may be placed 
beyond the reach of mercy. In the other world, 
and how ſoon you may go thither none can tell, 
* Pf, xliv. 20, 81, Y Matt. xi, 28, John vi. 37. 10 
| tacre 
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gice may convince you of numberleſs irregularities 
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there isno-protlamation'of grace. The faints do not 
need it; the ungodly ſhall not have it. Then you Ie 
enter the ſtate of retribution, — a ſtate unalterably thei 
fixed. If ye continue to reject the Saviour, ſhall not W 
ur condemnation be righteous, and eſpecially ter. W ton 
rible? Oh, the fury of defied power, deſpiſed good. ¶ ber 
neſs, and inſulted love! In the day of judgment, the 5 
Saviour appears with reſpect to his enemies as an in. WW . 
exorable Judge; and the meek lamb becomes as a 5 S 
roaring lion. He will not meet them as a man, nA 
whoſe purpoſe may be changed, whoſe power may WY. 
de oppoſed, whoſe eye may be eluded, whoſe arm © 1. 
may wither; but as a God, who ſpeaks, and his in 
enemies fall to the ground; who ariſes, and they are Wo 
ſcattered; who frowns, and they periſh at the rebuke in ti: 
of his countenance ; who appears, and they melt Iin th. 


away as wax before the fire. None ever repented 
they knew Chriſt too ſoon ; but many have been 
grieved that they knew Him not ſooner ; and thou- 
_ ſands ſhall mourn for ever in utter deſpair, that they 
knew Him not at all in the day of falvation. What. 
felf-upbraiding riſes in their conſciences, and, like 

2 living worm, perpetually devours their peace! 0 
what arrant fools we were to eare for the body alone, 
and to negleQ the foul ; to mind earthly things, and 

to forget things heavenly ; to chooſe ſin, and te rejeR 
the Saviour! Fhou body, why didſt thou weigh 


me down, like a beaſt of the field, to grovel in the 71 
duſt?” „ Nay, O ſoul, why did thou loſe thinef. “ 
authority over me? „Why uſe me as a tool off. 
iniquity ? „Why bring me hither to ſuffer with Fed. 
thee in the place of endleſs torment?” Ho Mare 
galling then the mutual reproaches of companions in], ſt 
wickedneſs! Where are the pleaſures of fig then?" ©" 
Where the ſong of the drunkard, the coarſe jeſt o bes | 
the debauchee, and the prophane wit of the infidel? Aft 


— Inſtead of ſympathizing with one another, or re- 
colleCting 


EARLY PIET T. rer 


collecting ſcenes of iniquity with delight, the recol- 
jection of theſe ſcenes plants a thouſand daggers in 
their hearts, and mutual accuſations fill every mouth. 
As you would prevent ſuch agonizing reflec, 
tions, and words more bitter than gall, © Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.“ 

2. God requires and deſerves your beſt and moſt 
vigorous ſervices. As with reſpe& to the way of 
happineſs, ſo with reſpect to our duty, we are not 
left to the guidance. of nature, whe inſtructs by 
dumb figns, which unaſſiſted reaſon could never 
clearly underſtand. But a, diſtinct voiee addreſſes 
us in plain language; and ſuch is Revelation. God, 
who at ſundry times, atid in divers manners, ſpake 
in time. paſt unto the fathers. by the prophets, hath. 
in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son.“ * Let 
us be ſilent and attentive. before Him, hearing what 
od the Lord doth ſpeak. When the King eternal 
ifts up His voice, who ſhall not liſten ? - The ex- 
hortations contained in Seripture are not ſimple. ad- 
ices, nor even the injunctions of great men. They 
dave the force of a law, and are fanQtioned by the 
authority of God himfelf. In them the ſupreme 
BLawgiver ſpeaks, and reveals the rule of duty a 
le neceſſarily. binding on all, on the rich and the 
oor, the great and the ſmall, the old and the young. 

he obligations of rational creatures to obedience 
we founded in the nature of God as their Creator. 
is accordingly demanded as a juſt debt, nat ſoli- 
ted as a favour,  ** Give unto the LORD, O ye 
indreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory 
„id ſtrength,” Give unto the LOk D the glory 
ve unto His name, HLeſt any ſhould think heat 
Alves excepted. or excued, there are not only gene- 
a precepts, but particular ones, addreſſed to perſons 
different ſtations, and in the various ſtages of life: 
+0. Habuik 4 r nei . 


« Kings 
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«Kings of the earth, and ali people; princes am I ve. 
all judges of the earth; both young men and maidens: His 


old men and children; let them praiſe the name sf poſe 
the LORD, for His name alone is excellent.” Ou char 
text is a voice from Heaven, and let not the young is OC 
ſuppoſe. that. becauſe uttered many hundred yeary * 
ago, it is not addreſſed to them. It is a word com. * © 
manded to a thouſand generations, an everlaſtig h * 
Natute of the God of Heaven, recorded inchis oracles, Var 
and daily founding: in our ears: Remember now ＋ 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.“ Were they Lo ; 
-any-peeuliar circumſtances in 8 of the you 15 10 


at that time, to make the command ſolely applicabſ h 
to them ? No ſurely.Conſider alfo, that the tan 
*baptiſmal engagements -of-parents being moral ay 
binding on the conſciences-of children; even as thy 
covenant -which -God «condeſcended to make with 
Iſrael  was-obligatory- on their deſcendants.” 2 
ſtand all of you this day bef re the Lord your Gd 
your captains, your elders, with all the men of Tſracly 
little ones, your wives, and the ſtranger t 

3s in thy camp. Neither with you only do} 
make this covenant and this oath ; but with hi 
that ſtandeth here with us this. day before the Lo 
dur God; and alſo with him that is not here wii, 
_ ws this day” << Thoſe things which are reyealeſ i 
belong unto us, and to our children for ever. "+. Eve 

a human covenant, if its matter be lawful, is ob, 
gatory on poſterity: much more one of a moral ar 
religious nature. The apoſtle Peter referring to . 
covenant made with Abraham, and to circumeilio 
its fign and ſeal, now ſucceeded by baptiſm, ſpeak 1 
plainly to this purpoſe: [The promiſe is unto ye 
and to your children.” R Ye are bound, therefort 
co recogniſe, to acknowledge, and fulfil the matte 
af the engagements which your parents made. W 
Pf. cxlviil. 11, 12, 13. 7 Deut. xxix. 10, 21, 15. f Acts ii. 34 
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e break afunder the cords of the Almighty, and cat 
His cords from you? Will ye not anſwer the pur- 
poſes of your early dedication to the Lord? The 
character of covenant-breakers and of the ſacrilegious 


ur is odious-: and He, he fits in Heaven, cannot allow 
den perſons to paſs with impunity. The Old 
""Y Teſtament church was inſtructed hy many rites; botk 


jn the doctt ines of grace and ãn the duties of religions 
Various ceremomal precepts and ufages reſpected the 
young ama of i Abel brought the firſtlings of 
his flock ; the firſt-born were to be conſecrated to the 
Lord ; the facrifices and offerings were all preſented 
in the prime of life ; the firſt-fruits were dedicated 
soo the bounteous Giver, who crowned the year with 
vis goodneſs. The meaning of theſe rites is plain. 
"They reprefented the propriety and neceſſity of giv- 
ng to God the prime of life, and our moſt vigorous 
ervices. He ſhould be honoured with our firſt and 
our. beſt. © Will ye offer the vigour of your days to 
an and Satan, theſe falſe and cruel deities ; and re- 
Merve for the only true God the dregs of exiſtence } 
can He accept the torn and the lame? Thoſe who 
eme not to His altar, till fickneſs drive them thither, 
br old age with the terrors of judgment in view ex- 
ite concern about their ſtate, whatever He may do 
in ſovereignty, have no reaſon to expect any other 
wer- than the awful one which is recorded: Go 
ad cry. unto the gods which 2 have choſen; let 
em deliver you in the time of your tribulation.” * 
* Woes not the true God deſerve entire, undivided, 
Warivalled, unceafing, homage ? In preſenting your- 
ves to Him, ye really give Him nothing; but only 
knowledge His abſolute authority over you, and 
lis original claim to your perſons and ſervices: 
All that is in the Heaven, and in the earth, is 
Þ ine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and Thou 
| * Judg. X, 14 5 
2 art 
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art exalted as Head above all.“ « For all thine 
come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given 
Thee.“ * N58 | eee 

3. There are ſpecial exhortations and encourage. MW 7 
ments addrefled in Scripture to young perſons. Per the 
ſons in every period of life, it is true, are addreſſed) Ut) 
and none may deſpair while the day of grace con to f 
tinues; and it continues uſually ſo long as men live, that 
Are you of mature age, and engaged in worldly buſ ©" 
neſs? Hear the divine mandate: be ** not flothſu i God 
in buſineſs;” be. “ fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the by f 
Lord.” Seek ye firſt the kingdom of God, ani Prop 
His righteouſneſs.” —Are ye far advanced in life} ¶ hort 
At the laſt hour the Father of mercies is willing to 
forgive, to adopt, to ſave you completely: thro 
the merit of his own Son to put a crown 
glory on the hoary head, if even then it be found ii 
the way of righteouſneſs. ——But the young art 
eſpecially exhorted and encouraged to remember 
their Creator.” The text is plain and full tt 
purpoſe. It looks towards every child capable d 
underſtanding the meaning of language, and with l 
ſmiling aſpect points out the way of duty and & 
peace. The Father of mercies beckons you to re- 
tire, and fays, in accents the moſt melodious and 
melting, © Return to the Lord thy God.“ The 
royal Plalmiſt ſpoke by divine authority, hen! 
addreſſed the young thus: Come, ye children 
hcarken unto me, I will teach you the fear of tht 
Lord. An inſpired apoſtle urges Timothy th” 
« flee youthful luſts;” but to Glow righteouk deript 
neſs, faith, charity.” I Depraved paſſions, ſingulathents 
powerful in the time of youth, are dangerons an ing 
deſtructive. Like a torrent they ſpread defolation eek n 
in their courſe; and, as a deadly foe, they aim 4 ndet] 
mortal thruſt at your ſpiritual life. Safety lies in Uur I 


- . . _ 7 
1 Chron. XXIX. 12, 14. + Pf, Xxxiv. 11. 1 8 Tim. ii. 2. G 
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the flight of faith to. the only Saviour. Through 


P Him alone you can obtain forgiveneſs; and in Him 
lone find ſtrength for reducing the power of fin. 
The word and work of Chriſt, when explained by 
the Spirit, effeQually diſcover the omniſcience, pu- 
rity, and love of God. Theſe are ſtrong motives 
to hate and oppoſe depraved paſſions. The ſoul 
that feels their influence ſays with Joſeph, «© How 
can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God!“ » And, like him, the religious foul conquers 
by fleeing. The advice of Paul, therefore, is highly 
proper. The ſame apoſtle charges Titus to © ex- 
hort young men to be ſober- minded.“ F Sobriety of 
mind, in the extenſive ſenſe of the phraſe, includes 
true religion, pure principles, and pure affections; 
an underſtanding delivered from the intoxication of 
error, and a heart weaned from the maddening plea- 
ſures of fin; deſires chaſtened, regulated, and re- 

fined ; humility and purity of ſoul expreſſed in a he- 
eoming CEE and practice. It is directly op- 
poſed to the vanity and pride, the errors and vices, 
ineident to the young. Satan endeavours parti- 
eularly, to inſpire them with that loftineſs, which, 
was probably the cauſe of his own ruin. Avoid ſuch 
a temper, as you would pleaſe God, promote your. 
aun peace, and appear amiable, nay reſpectable in 
the eyes of others. In this retreat there is conqueſt ;- 
and, in the conqueſt, honour. The beloved diſciple. 
commends ſome young men, becauſe they had“ over-, 
come the wicked one.'————To exhortation the 
Scripture adds the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt encourage- 
nents on this ſubject. Can language be more in- 
viting? I love them that love me; and thoſe that 
eck me early ſhall find me.” © Whofo findeth me 
fndeth life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lurd.” Þ. 
Uur Lord, in the days of his humbled ſtate, took. 
Gen. Xxxi . 9. Tit. ii. 6. f Prov, vill. 37, 45. 


M3 | kind 


larls 
and 
ation 
im 4 
es in 
i. 22. 


thel: 
* 


126 EARLY PIETY: 


kind notice of children, welcomed their applteation, 
and rebuked even the diſciples for ſuppoſing the 
young ſuppliants to be officious and troubleſome. 
« He was much diſpleaſed, and mentioned little. 
children as patterns of ſimplicity, innocence, affee. 
tion, and dependance. Whoſoever ſhall not re. 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he ſhall 
not enter therein.” * And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and bleſſed them.“ 
When about to depart from the world, our Saviour 
required, in Peter, and in the other diſciples, tender 
ſolicitude towards little ones eſpecially, as a proof of 
regard to himſelf: ** Loveſt thou me?” “Feed my 
lambs.“ + Theſe he gathers with his own arm, and 
carries them in his boſom. Shall not ſuch encourag- 
ing confiderations be inſtead of a thouſand arguments 
to excite the remembrance of your Creator and Re- 
deemer? Expreſſions of condeſcenſion and tender. 
nefs, from a fellow. eteature, command your eſteem 
and regard, When you think of the endearing arts 
uſed by parents to inſtruQ, to warn, and to form 
you both to the labours and the enjoyments of the 
man and the Chriftian, are not your hearts invin- 
cibly drawn by cords of love? Now, turn your 
thoughts to the Creator and to the Redeemer ; re- 
view their glory, and then think on their kind en- m th 
treatics and tender expoſtulations :—how relucta 
to puniſh, how ready to forgive! Never was dam ſo 
eaper to cheriſh her callow brood, than the Savic 
is to receive periſhing finners and helpleſs childr: 
under the wings of his protection. Shall the tears 
of a God make no impreſſion; and the doom of 
| Jeruſalem excite no concern! O Jeruſalem, J 
falem! thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtone 
them who art ſent unto thee; how often would 1 
have gathered thy children together, as a hen gatheran; 
„ Mack A. 353 26. 4 Ach Ali. 3. 
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th her chickens under her wings, but ye would not!“ 


þ | 

| WW Behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate,” * “ 
„ There are many inflantes of converſion in 
„%% yourh recorded in Scripture. Nothing ſpeaks 
» Wike 5d. It utters a voice loud as thunder, con- 
» 


incing as the light. In this reſpect, my you 
riends, ye are compaſſed about with a great — 
f witneſſes,” who unanimouſly atteſt and plainly ex- 
mplify the path which you ought to follow. Their 
eps become legible characters known and read of 
er Wl men ;” and proclaim, in accents more impreſſive 
of an articulate language, „Be ye followers of us, 
men as toe alſo are of Chriſt.“ Abel, the 
nd Nreond of ſons, but the firſt in true dignity, was a 
zp- Nenuine believer, was the firſt martyr, and ſuffered 
ns I the vigour of his days. He fell by the unnaturat 
and of a wicked and cruel brother, who hated him 
Ir his piety. While the mind of Cain became the 
at of intolerable remorſe, the habitation of dragons, 
d his name was juſtly covered with contempt; the 
ul of Abel entered into peace, and his name ſtands 
gh in the records of eternal fame. It“ ſhall be 
in pleaſant and everlaſting remembrance.” © By 
th, Abel offered a more excellent ſacrifice than 
ain.“ 4 This is the meſſage that ye have heard 
om the beginning, that we ſhould love one ano- 
er.” Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, 
d flew his brother: and wherefore flew he him? 
riourFcaufe his own works were evil, and his brother's 
1dr:nſ{htcous.” 1 The heroic faith, chearful obedience, 
teardÞd paſſive fortitude of Abel, were not more con- 
m offficuous than the calm patience and fetvent piety of 
wc, He ſubmitted, in the prime of life, to be 
nd as a facrifice to the Lord ;—frequently re- 
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uld Id to the fields for the purpofe of devout medita- 
n; and, unſhaken in many trying ſcenes, at 
Matt. Ai. 37, 38. + » Jobs iii. 13,12. - 
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died, as he had lived, an eminent ſaint.— The 
rhind of Jacob, while he was yet a youth, was turneſ 
to religion; and he was favoured at that early peri 
with a very fignal manifeſtation of God. H 


an 
nto | 


dreamed, and behold! a ladder was ſet upon 7h 
earth, and the top of it reached to Heaven; an 1 
behold ! the angels of God aſcending and deſcendi "0 


upon it.” * The Lord made mention of this, lon 

afterwards, for the encouragement of the venerabli 
patriarch, in a time of deep diſtreſs. ** I am 
God of Bethel, where thou anoiatedſ the pillar, an 
where thou vowedſt the vow.” F Jacob himſelf re 
collected it with gratitude and joy, and ſpoke of 
with humility and rapture, at the concluſion of 
life no leſs eminent for devotion than remarkabl 


for its viciſſitudes. © God Almighty appeared i, ak 
me at Luz, in the land of Canaan, and blefled me.” F hr 
—— Joſeph, in the meridian of life, maintain: 
his integrity, notwithſtanding the allurements ae 
baſe woman, and the diſſipation of a court, whe 10 
he was ſuddenly preferred to a poſt of high honou., : 
—— It is probable, from the account given of Mol, . 
when fully grown, that he was pious trom his youll. ay 
« By faith, Moſes, when he came to years, refult s 
to be called the ſon of Pharoah's daughter ;, choc C Fo 
rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of G 111 | 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſcafon.” Gn 4 

Joſhua, when of tender age, aſſiſted in the ſerviꝗ ge 
of the ſanctuary. This circumſtance is marked wil K 3 
peculiar emphaſis, - to ſhew the enlargement of 11 
views, the dignity of his ſpirit, and the piety of! " ; 
diſpoſition; to reprove the careleſs youths, who ri ws, 
kon religion another name fur narrowneſs of unde * Py 
ſtanding, and meanneſs of temper ; and to encoura Ia ite 
the little fluttering hearts that tremble after the Lo! * 
* Gen. xxvnii. 12, + Gen, Axxi. wh 4 72 


$ Gen, xlviu. 3. eb. xi, 24, 2 
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And the Lord ſpake unto Mofes face to face, as a 
an ſpeaketh unto his friend; and he turned again 
nto the camp; but his ſervant Joſhua, the ſon of 


nl un, a young man, departed not out of the taber- 
MS acle.” David, while a ſtripling, was ac- 
j Wuinted with the God of his Fathers, and attuned 


is harp to celebrate the moſt ſublime of all objects. 
Wo much is implied in the language of that ſweet 
nger of Iſrael, when the vigour of youth had long 
raken him, and his feeble fingers touched the ſacred 
Wire. Thou art my hope, O Lord God: Thou 
it my truſt from my youth.“ „ O God, Thou 


7 aſt taught me from my youth: and hitherto I have 
Weclared thy wonders.” “Now, alfo, when I am 
= and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not; until 


have ſhewed thy ſtrength unto this generation, 
d thy power to every one that is to come. F——— 
ing Joſiah, illuſtrious as a prinee, and more illuſ- 
ous as a re former, at an early period began to ſeek 
e Lord. The fact is recorded for our imitation 
Haug encourigemenit. Jeremiah was converted, 
d even called to the ſacred office very early. God 
once encouraged and inſtructed him; S not, 
am a child; for thou ſhall! go to all that I ſhall 
d thee, and whatſoever I command thee thou 
all ſpeak.“ $—— Young Timothy obtained true 
th, trom a child knew the ſcriptures, and was 
de wiſe unto falvation. The apottle John 
ks partly in a literal, 'parthy-int a figurative ſenſe, 
n he addreſſes © little children.” He mentione 
young men,” in whom © the word of God abideth,“ 
| who'** have overcome the wicked one. 
theſe inftances we may add that of the chict ex- 
plar, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; not indeed as 
* Exod. xxXiti. 11. Ixxi. . 

} 2 Chrea, ako. * 2, 3+ : Fe i. . *. +H 

| } + John ii. 4, 14 
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inſtance of early converſion, for he was perfef 
from the beginning, but as an example of pure rel 
gion, in early youth. —W hen only twelve years 
age, he was found in the temple, and was “ ab 
his heavenly ** Father's bufineſs.”” ® In him 
ſtricteſt perſonal religion was united with inflexit 
adherence to the truth in public; the moſt tend 
vom paſſion towarels men, with fervent 'zeal towan 
God, humility, with the higheft attainments; indy 
nation againſt fin, with warm regard to ſinners. 
Now all theſe inſtances are not recorded in vain: bi 
that we may *po and do likewiſe.” Say, if the ch 
ructers · to vhich they refer be not dignifted and ami 
ble? Compare them with the thoughtlefs and diff 
pated. The latter may ſhine in the eyes of the u 
thinking and profane, who, like them, glory 
their ſhame: bur it is the light of a meteor, glan 
and dangerous; not glorious and uſeful ; and 
ſpeedily extinguiſhed. The former ** ſhine as de 
brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars er ": 
ever and ever.” Graceful in youth is the form it 
me ſpirit of religion; graceful the heart that gle 

with gratitude, and melts into contrition before t 
Father of mercies. Will ye not imitate the wiſe 
the worthy, who, to the bloom of life, add the bes 
ties of holineſs ; whoriſe with caſe and dignity tra 
glory to glory ; and who ſhall flouriſh for ever in 
the glories of the divine image. Yes, my dear yvi 
friends, be yours the ambition to imbibe their ſpun 
to fellow their example, and to ſhare in their un 
ing honours! From the thrones of bliſs they beck 
you to ariſe and depart, for this is not your reſt. 

5. It is highly probable, that he greater part" 
the truly religious have been converted in e 
youth. To manifeſt the power and ſovereignty 
divine grace, ſore, in every period of life, as 
Teil. 49. 
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cry ſtation, are effeQually called. This is clearly 
preſented by our Lord in the parable of the maſter 
ho called labourers into his vineyard, ſome at aty 
rlier, others at a later hour; a few were received 
en towards the cloſe of the day.—-—Zaccheusz 
e publican, who was probably in the middle period 
life, obtained a look and a word of mercy from 
ſus. He had no other defign in running before the 
oud, and ſeating himſelf on a tree, than'to gra- 
ya vain curioſity. But “ when Jeſus came to 
eiplace, he looked up and ſaw him, and faid, 
accheus, make haſte and come down; for to-day 
uſt abide at thy houſe.” * This word opened 
eyes and heart of the publican. He ſaw and 

t what he had never ſeen nor felt before. A loft 
p of the houſe of Iſrael was found, and followed 
Shepherd of ſouls. 


be born again into the world: of grace. The 
er is never beyond the reach of till death 


Je his eyes, and place him before the tribunal of 
dd, But inſtances of converſion in advanced life, 
| even in mature are comparatively rare. 
uth, ſpent in careleſfneſs, is generally followed 
ſupine neglect of religion throughout the whole 
Wife. According as men hve, they. uſually die. 
um wiſhed in vain to “ die the death of the 
MWicous,” while he purſued a courſe diametricallx 
ste to theirs. Diſſipation, in the early 
od of life, may indeed be corrected, when the 
bee neſs and cares of the world occupy the attention. 
ardour of youthful paſſions naturally abates. 

nal reformation often takes place, however, 
Sen the depravity of the heart is not removed; 
only runs in a different channel. Luft may re- 
the ſceptre to covetouſneſs. Between amend- 
t of ks and converſion of ſoul, there is fre- 
„„ F Luke xin. . | 


quently 
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ly a very wide difference; ſo that the lattet i ho: 
— alone ſugceed open immorality, eannot HM obſ 
inferred from the former. And we know who hat trut 
faid, that except a man be born of water, and oft Wa) 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
I The reaſons of early eon verſion are obvioi 
As the Lord, in converting ſinners, aims chiefly 
his own glory; as He r proper means at 
favourable eircumſtanees for this purpoſe; and 
there muſt uſually be an opportunity of manifeſtinWc | 
the fincerity- of converſion by a godly practice, iii 
almoſt certain that the bulk of true Chriſtians ha 
been converted in the days of youth. Thus the 
have ſpecial opportunity of gloritying God: andth 
their future conduc maniſeſts their internal char 
Jehovah works no miracles: without neceffity ; ¶ N ſuc 
even the miracles of grace-are wrought at fit-ſeaſoolÞ) F: 
In early youth, the mind is nat filled with work hou 
cares, nor eonfirmed in the habits of fin. - Vie 
propenſities have not then acquired full ſtreng 


and are more cafily ſubdued than-afterwards. TW 6. 
Spirit, by the-miniſtry of the Word, and by the on. 
rations: of conſeienee, ſtrives with perſons vad de 


young ; and if convic ĩon be then ſuppreſſed, it ¶ppears 
dom returns; and, when it returns, is ſeldom brou 
to a comfortable iſſue. All ſin tends to hard 
mind, and when finful- habits are long indul 
they turn the heart into a very rock. It gross 
fectly callous to the threatnings of the law, andi ofte 
the promiſes: of the goſpel. Perſons, in this ee bod: 
can read the moſt awful paſſages of the. Bible, mal 

not be afraich can read the moſt comfortable truly ye: 
and not rejoice; can hear the moſt affecting ſermſfsrous 
and not be moved. The judioial ſentence is ength 


john iii. 5. + Hoſ. iv. * 
nowe 
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however, is pronounced on thoſe alone, who have 
bſtinately and for a conſiderable time reſiſted the 
truth. God is righteous in giving. them up to the 
may of their own hearts. Few, if any, among the 
young, are thus puniſhed. Nay, there are ſeveral 
raſſages of Scripture which imply that converſion is 
yore frequent in early youth, than at any other pe- 
od. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
dn his youth.” © Thy people fhall be willing in 
be day of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs 
rom the womb of the morning: thou haſt the dew 
alf thy youth.” „“ He ſhall feed his flock like a 
 thilhcpherd ; He ſhall gather the lambs. with his arm, 
4th$0nd carry them in his boſom.” . © Suffer little 
argf&hildren to come unto me, and forbid them not; for 
f ſuch»is the kingdom of God.“ © I thank thee, 
Father! Lord of Heaven and earth; becauſe 
WW hou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- 
ent, and haſt revealed them to babes: even ſo, 
ether; for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight.” * 
TY ©. Youth is the moſt Favourable ſeaſon for reli- 
on. This is one reaſon of the foregoing remark, 
nd deſerves to be eonſidered particularly. Its truth 
- ie Fppcars from various confiderations.——Y outh is 
e ſeaſon of vigour. Then the body and the mind 
We not enfeebled by ſickneſs, and by the manifold 
firmities attendant on the decay of nature. In old 
dus e the ſpirit may be willing, but the fleſh is weak; 
andd often the ſoul itſelf, ſo intimately connected with 
Nis elde body, at that time droops and languiſhes. The 
ible, wal ſpirits run with a ſluggiſh current. But in 
le truly years, we are capable of cloſe application, and 


; fern gorous exertion. Not that we have any ſpiritual 
de is ength. The moral inability of man is one of the 
u jolzreſt doctrines which the Scripture teaches. 


1 _ . 

ow evertheleſs we may and ſhould be diligent in the 
* Lam. iii. 23. Pf, cx. 3. If, xl. 11. Matt. xi. 25, 2 
nove 7 — | N' £ uſe 
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uſe of appointed means; and the young naturalh 
poſſeſs ſtronger 1 * than the old. How ſuperia 
even the bodily ſenſes of the former to thoſe af the ge 
Jatter ! The former can ſee and hear diflinaly, while WW gig 
the ſight and hearing of the latter are greatly im. 


Paired. Salvation is vo eafy matter. There arg — 
Arduous duties to be performed, ſtrong eorruptions u mit 
de combated, and grie vous trials to be borne. For- ant 
midable oppoſition is made by Satan and the corrupt, ch. 
Seart. The preſent evil world, too, will beſet ya prod 
With its ſmiles and with its frowns; employing the of th 


one or the other according to your temper and ei 
cumſtances. All theſe adverſaries gather ſtrengih H abuft 
af nat appoſed in the beginning; and their force it 
creaſes with decliniog years. Is it wife then neve 
to attack them till their power be at its height, an 
urs almoſt entirely gone; nay, till they have ſeize 
the will, that citadel of human nature, and impoſeſ morſe 
2 galling yoke for many days? — Nor is ſal vatic 
uſually to be expected, merely by imploring divit 
anexcy at the cloſe of life. It belongs not to the ſloth 
Kul and the inactive. Accordingly, true religion An 
Tepreſented. in Seripture by metaphors which imp 
diligence and activity. Jt is a journey u hich 
uires repeated and perſevering efforts; a race whidſ 
Muſt be run with patience and with ſpeed; a wa 
fare which muſt be carried on againſt potent foes; 
building which advances by degrees and -throug 
labour; a ſtrait gate, into which we muſt preſs 
the heavenly reſt. Such are the difficulties atte 
ing religion, that “the righteous” are “ ſcarcelyh 
though really and completely © ſaved.“ Should 
Not, therefore, be begun early, and while our natu 
powers are yet firm? Oh the folly of poſtpoui 
the greateſt and moſt difficult work, till the ſeal 
of debility arrive —Youth is alſo the ſeaſon 
. and ſenſibility. Then the heart is cor 


parativ 
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Z paratively as wax, cafily impreſſed: but by perſe- 
Wl verance m fin, it grows hard as the nether millitone z- 
al { that evils, which once ſhocked the mind and* 
bel filled it with abhorrence, are now viewed with in- 
vel gifference,. nay, praiſed with pleaſure. Hazael, 
when the prophet told him the cruelties, which, 
during the intoxication of royalty, he would com- 
mit, rejected the idea with horror. Is thy ſer- 
vant a dog, that he ſhould do this great thing.“ But 
vo change of circumſtances and progreſs in iniquity: 
produced the horrid ſeene. Preſent the fleſh]y table 
the of the heart, that on it the living God may inſeribe 
His law; and bring not a rock for this purpoſe, . 
abuſing divine fovereignty, and expecting miracles: 
without cauſe. Ye may know from experience the 
progreſſive and hardening nature of fin. For in- 
anWſtance, with reſpect to the omiſſion of duty ;—when- 
perſons begin to negle ſecret prayer, they feel re- 
morſe, which compels them again and again to 
nter their cloſet ; but remorſe grows more faint, - 
ill at length they can ſpend days, and weeks, and 
months, without bending a knee to their Maker. 


ion! ind where will this end? It is likely to iſſue in 
mpomplete inſenfibility, and to verify the deſcription 
ch ef the prophet : ** hey have made their hearts is 


an adamant ſtone,” IIa fine, the ſeaſon of youth, 
n a comparative ſenſe, is devoid of care. Then 


he world with its labours and anxieties incumbers- 
rout the mind. Theſe frequently, like weeds and 
els Whorns, choke the ſeed of the Word, and render it 
tenEinfruicful., Read the parable of the ſower, and 
rcelyWonder it ſeriouſly. It deſcribes the thoughtleſs, the 
ouldÞbdurate, and the covetous, all of whom, though 


hey may hear the Word, receive it not into their 
Fearts. ? Immoderate carefulneſs about many things 
$ prejudicial to concern about the “ one thing need- 
2 Kings vili. 13. x. 32. + Zech. vii. 12. 3 Mark iv. 3-8. 
N 2- ful 
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ful and that good part which ſhall not be taken 

away.” In the parable of © a great ſupper,” the 

gueſts who were invited, but refuſed to come, made 
various excuſes; and theſe were all drawn from Ec 
worldly engagements. *® Such temptations are nal 
as yet ſpread for yeur fouls. Your wants are ſup. 
plied by the bounty of parents. You have abun. 
dant time for attending to religion; and ſhall it not 
be improved for the bett of purpoſes? It is the feed. 
time of life; and as you then ſw, you ſhall reap 
It is the fammer, in which we ought to provide for 
the winter of trials and of old age. Go to the ant, 
thou fluggard, conſider her ways and be wiſe; which 
having no guide, overſeer, or ruler, provideth he 
meat in the ſummer, and gathereth her food in the 
harveſt.” «© Whatſoever thy hand findeth to de 
do it with thy-<might; for there is no work, 
device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave 
'whither thou goeſt.” 7 Now, that ye are not inc: 
pacitated by age for ſearching the Scriptures, fot 
hearing the Goſpel, and for continuing © inſtant in 
prayer,” do theſe things in good earneſt, It is hig beriet 
time even for you to awake out of ſleep. Begin tief ſo 
Chriſtian race, in the morning of life: and defer ¶ Chriſ 
not till the heat of the day, and leaſt of all, till the S: 
ſhadows of the evening fit thick on your path. 1 
| yourh: 
* Luke xiv. 16-20, + Prov. vi. 6, 7, 8. Eccleſ. ix. 10. ble i 
| erted 
he r 
len it 
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J SERMON VIII. 


Eccrks. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creater 5 in 1 
7 days of thy youth. 


brance of God, as manifeſted in his Son, cannot be 


are ſpecial ex 


part of the truly religious have been converted in 


for religion. proceed to obſerve, that, 


| fons themſelves from early religion. 
withſtanding all his abilities, attainments, and ex- 


he Sa xiour, the betcer it is for ourſelves in various 
reſpects. Conviction is uſually leſs ſharp in 


len it muſt prove either in righteous judgment, or 


* urging this duty, we have already employed 
ſeveral arguments and motives. The remem 


too early, but it may be too late: God requires and 
deſerves your og and moſt vigorous ſervices: There 

rtations and encouragements ad- 
dretied in Scripture to young perſons : There are 
many inflances of converſion in early yuth recorded 
ia Scripture : It is highly probable, that /he greater. | 


early youth : and youth is the moſt favourable ſeaſon 


Important advantages flow to Paul per- . 
aul, not-“ 


periences, mentions it as the fuperior privilege 
Jef ſome private Chriſtians, that they © were in 
Chriſt before him.” The ſooner we be united to- 


jourhful days, than in advanced life. It is impoſ--- 
. 6. ible in the nature of things that any ſhould: be con- 
erted and ſaved without being convinced of ſin. 
he more that ſin is accumulated, the heavier bur- 


—— 


n proper contrition of heart. Thoſe, converted in 


arly youth, are not likely to experienee ſuch hor- 
rs of conſcience as the man who, after long con- 


nuance in fin, is awakened and convinced. Ap- 
roach the bed of a dying profligate, whoſe 1niquities:: 
ile up like ſo many witnefles and accuſers, calling. 


MO N 3 for 
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for vengeance on his guilty head. Terrors ſurround: 
AI . The arrows of the Almighty: 


him as armed men. 
are within him. The natural fear of death is almoſt 
loſt amidſt the horrors beyond the grave. What 


. ſhall I do to be ſaved?” is his anxious cry. He 


may be plucked by the arm of divine grace, as a 
brand out of the flames: but if he be ſaved, “ it is 
ſo as by fire,” after imminent danger and acute 

ain. Converſion in the days of youth is uſually 
affected in a more gentle and pleaſant manner. 
The cords of love and the bands of a man“ are 
then eſpecially employed to draw the heart into the 
way of righteouſneſs. Repentance, though lively, 
is not then mingled with feelings fo painful. So 
many mercies have not been abuſed, nor ſo many 
tranſgreſſions committed, as in the progreſs of life, 
and which produce many a ſharp pang in the hoary- 
headed finner, when he conſiders his ways. By 
delaying faith and repentance, for theſe muſt not be 
ſeparated, you ©* treaſure up ta yourſelves wrath 
2gainſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the righte- 
ous judgment of God;“ when, by awakening con- 
ſcience, He makes the wickedneſs of the ſinner to 
correct him. The correction is ſevere in proportion 


to the number and aggravations of ſin. A nner, 


in ſuch circumſtances, can hardly believe that there 
is pardon for him. Though the word of grace ſpeaks 
the language of forgiveneſs to all, it addreſſes not 
old tranſgreſſors ſo particularly as the young. 
T he comforts of religion, too, are eſpecially ſweet in 
the days of youth. The new, great, and delightful 
objects, which the goſpel diſcovers, make a deep 
jm preſſion on the mind. Our pleaſurable feelings 
are then exquiſitely keen, and the heart beats at the 
ſound of joy. Religious affections are warm, and 
the ſoul glows with the tranſports of devotion. The 
tide of ſpiritual delight riſes high, and the delectable 
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Freſs, is to ſuffer. 
de only way to provide for your peace and felicity 
Fen evil days come. The wicked have no ſtrong 
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burſt of devout gratitude is remarkably ſtrong and 


copious. * I remember,” ſaid God to Iſrael, “ the 
kindneſs of thy youth, the love of eſpouſals.”* If 


this be enthuſiaſm, would to God, that it were more 


general and more lively! O for that happy time, 


when hours of devotion ſeemed to be minutes, and 
when the ſoul, as it were diſengaged from the body, 
was united to its God! By negleQing religion in 
early days, therefore, ye both eolarge the cup of 
trembling, and leflen the cup of pleaſure, even of 
pleaſure ariſing from godlineſs itſelf. Religion in 
the ſeaſon of youth produces happy effects on the 
remainder of life. It will raiſe your character on a 
firm baſis, and ſet it in a lovely light; attracting 
the notice of the thoughtleſs, and commanding the 
eſteem of the wicked themſelves. A man with the 
lines of thinking in his face, the law of kindneſs in 
his tongue, and the love of God in his heart, how 
teſpectable! On the brow of holineſs fits majeſty 
divine, mingled with all the charities of life. Di- 
vine grace will regulate ur conduct towards God, 
and towards your netghbour. It will teach you to 
fulfil the duties of a Chriſtian and of a citizen: to 
a& a proper part as a father, knowing that your 


rather is in Heaven; to act a proper part as a maſ- 


ter, knowing the authority and love of Him who 
uleth over all; to be juſt in civil tranſactions, obe- 
tent to rulers, kind to the poor, and benevolent 
wards all men. True religion teaches you to avoid 
nares, and proves an effectual antidote againſt the 
laufible, but dangerous allurements of the preſent 
Forld, It communicates the true enjoyment of lite, 
ind draws a line, convincing you, that, to tranſ- 
Religion is the beſt, and indeed 
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derfully ſupport and animate-the mind under thy 


flouriſhing.“ The wicked may ſpread as agree 


and a bleak region into the paradiſe of God, where 
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hold in the time of diſtreſs. In light troubles; the 


world may afford fome degree of relief: when af. = 
fictions, however, are great and manitold, when ric 


the body is viſited with a painful diſorder, when fa De 
miliar friends prove treacherous, when a beloved , 
relation is torn from our embraces by the unrelent- glo 
ing hand of death, —the ſpirit fails, and nothing but 
religion can revive and ſtrengthen the bruiſed reed. 
can apply healing balm to. the rankled foul. Nay, 
believers not only ſubmit to affliction, as neceſſary; 
they ſee it to be uſeful, and fent in wiſdom and love, 
Hence their patience and hope, their tranquillity and 
joy, in the hour of trouble. They have the cheer. 
ing teſtimony of a good conſcience,. which plucks 
the ſting from adverſity, and converts the moſt birt 
cup into a ſafe and falutary potion. The conſola- 
tory promiſes of Jehovah, and former experiences of 
his goodneſs, particularly in the time of need, won- 


reflure of trouble, and amidſt the infirmities of old 
age. Thus ſupported and refrefhed: in the decline 
ot life, © the righteous ſhAll flouriſh like the palm 
tree: he ſhall grow like acedar in Lebanon.” T hoſe 
that be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall 
flouriſh in the courts of our God.” „They ſhall 
bring forth fruit in old age, they ſhall be fat an 
bay-tree,” or a tree in its native ſoil, for ſuch is the 
proper meaning of the term; but ſoon they palhre ve 
away, and being rooted out from their bed, are calknd to 
into the fire. Death, on the other hand, tranfplantYing jr 
the trees of righteouſneſs from an unfavourable ſoilfk ſanc 
nem 
eſs or 
ſeſire, 
oper 


ae hig 


the voice of the tempeſt is heard no more, and the 
ſun goes no more down. What ſeeming ad 
vantages docs the world preſent, which religion doe 


Pf. xcii. 12-14. 


ne 
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not hold out in reality, and advantages too of a na- 
ture infinitely ſuperior? Does the world preſent 
riches? Here are durable and ſatisfying treaſures, 
Does the world preſent honours ? Religion offers you 
a kingdom which cannot be moved, and a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. Does the world preſent 
l pleaſures? Come and taſte true and refined delights; 
A —delights which ſweeten every trial, remove the 
bitterneſs of death, and flow with undiminiſhed ful- 
neſs for ever and ever. FO. 
8. Early religion is e/pecinlly glorifying to God, 
and uſeful to others. Glorifying to God. — 
It manifeſts the power of divine grace, in making 
the. unſkilful and inexperienced wiſe to ſalvation ; in 
ſubduing ſtrong corruptions, and in correQting the 
vanity of the youthful mind. Early religion, too, 
is a mean of preventing much fin, which otherwiſe 
on- would be committed. Sin tends to obſcure the di- 
the vine perſections, while holineſs tends to . ſet forth 
| ola their luſtre. Some paſſions in the firſt period of life 
line are uncommonly ſtrong and violent. An apoſtte 
dale ſpeaks of * youthful luſts:“ and among theſe we 
hoſeſſ way reckon pride and laſciviouſneſs. The young 
(hall:re eaſily led aftray by corrupt example; and allured 
(ha\Yby the multitude of evil-doers, not thinking of the 
t anconſequences. - Iniquity appears to them in a thou- 
greeſſand flattering forms. It has all the charms of no- 
is thefelty. Strangers to diſappointments in life, they 
7 Palffre very apt to forget the Fountain of living waters, 
e CalWnd to hew out broken ciſterns ; thus forgetting God, 
plantWnd injuring their own ſouls. But when the heart 
lc fol: ſancſified by grace in that early period, it prevents 
wher@hem from diſhonouring the Lord by open wicked- 
id th eſs or ſecret abominations. Tt is a check to impure 
ng 20Þcfire, and ſaps the foundations of vanity ; implants 
n doeſroper principles of action, and directs our aim to 
ne higheſt and beſt end. It excites us to“ ſhew 
nc forih 
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forth the praiſes of Him, who hath called ws out of 
darkneſs into His marvellous tight ;” and to follow 
God *© as dear children.” The force of the motive 
is felt: Ye are not your own, ye are bought with 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in 
Four fpirit, which are God's. No part is kept 
back. The underſtanding, will, and memory, are 
all conſeerated to His ſervice. The eyes read Hi; 
word, the ears liſten to His voice in the goſpel, and 
the mouth utters His great goodneſs. The firſt. 
fruits being thus ſanctified, the lump is holy. Whe 
the prime of life is conſecrated to the Lord, the reſt 
of our days are devoted to His ſervice. As t 
Praiſes and ſervices of believers on earth are in ſome 
reſpects more glorifying to God than thoſe of the 


faints in Heaven, though the latter be perfect, and the unite: 
former, imperfeQt; becauſe above there is no oppt 1 wn 
ints 


fition,' while below ftrong oppoſition is made; s 
there is ſomething eſpecially noble in praiſing and 
ſerving Him during the early period of life. Whet 
the hoſannas of the multitude ſhouted the Redeemer 
he made particular mention of the ſongs of the young 
and vindicated their exerciſe againſt the cavils of the 


rer: 
death. 
9. 
arly 
ady 


chief prieſts and ſcribes. 4 Yea, have ye never read (erath 
out of the mouth of babes and fucklings thou hi = 
de too 


perfected praiſe.” * Surely this was ſufficient . to ſtil 


the enemy.” With ſuch an advocate to plead o et 
eauſe, and to rebuke adverſaries, we need not fuel 
afraid, though Satan himſelf ſtand at our right-hani fene 
to reſiſt us. Early religion is alfo eſpecially uſe" ; 
ful to fellow-men. It wins their approbation Md 1: 
Piety,. when they © behold” the © chaſte eonverſi¶ ni 
tion” of the young coupled with religious fear. mp 
Your youthful companions are thus likely to be im wal, a 
preſſed with the neceſſity and importance of religio "oF 


Old ſinners are put to the bluſh by. the ſober deport 


1 Cote vi 19, 49, + Matt, . 16. f PI xxii. 90, 3% 
| men 


ey b 
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ment of a. pious youth, and by his modeſt aſſurance: 
in maintaining truth, and oppoſing: error; in com- 
mending virtue, and condernning vice. Believers 
are comforted when they ſee the accompliſhment of 
the- promiſe : A ſeed thall ſerve Him: they ſhall 
come, and ſhall declare His righteauſneſs.”'* With 
what hope and joy does an aged parent depart, when: 
he knows that his place in religious ſociety is about: 
to be filled by a godly child. Having long walked: 
about Zion, having marked her bulwarks and con- 
ſidered her palaces, he departs in peace, exchanging: 
the ſword for the palm of victory, and the helmet 
I hope for the crown of glory: but firſt of all, with 
„lis dying lips, tells poſterity of the privilege which 

Munites in the cloſeſt bonds thoſe who are ſeparated 
by death, and embraces the ſaints militant and the 
fints. triumphant. «4 This Gad is our God for 
Fever and ever: He will be our guide even unto 
death.“ $ r 

9. It is che greateſt folly. to neglect religion in 
arly youth. This is evident from what we have al- 
Wcady ſaid: but it deſerves a more particular. confi. 

eration, That “ the fear of the Lord is the be- 
vinning of wiſdom,” is an aphoriſm which cannot 
de too deeply engraven in the mind. To forget the 
MCreator is the moſt egregious folly. That man 
ſurely acts a fooliſh part, who gives juſt ground of 


*. fence to a ſuperior, able to cruſh him; who is an 
y uſel ler ; or who pays no attention to his own intereſt. 
on ald is not he a fool and madman, who. provokes 


Umnipotence, who allows time to paſs away totally: 
nimproved, for eternity, neglects the welfare of his 
aul, and trifles with the moſt precious opportunities 
If grace ? This is folly and madneſs in the extreme. 


duch fools have no heart for true wiſdom ; though 
cy be braycd in the mortar. of afflition, and 
P. xxii. JO, 34. + Pſ. xlviii. 143, 14 4 
| | tough 


— 
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though a price of ineftimable value be offered to 
them for that purpoſe. 'But ** fools they cannot die.“ 
Death reads a lecture which makes them perfe& 
ſcholars at once, which opens their eyes to behold 
opportunities of grace loſt for ever, and ſpreads their 
infatuation before them in language that pierces 
through with many and ho leſs ſorrows.. Eternity 
is too ſhort to bewail it. Then they“ know good 
and evil; good irrecoverably gone, evil without 


brings 
dry, u 
ning f 
vile v; 
ved, 
ear : a 
ferabl. 
nd th 
ncert; 


mixture and without end. The longer you negle& j / le, 
religion, the greater evil ye lay up for yourſelves, | pt 
Sinners, with their own hands, fill the vials of wrath; 0 5 
and earn death, the wages of fin. It is, therefore * 0 
a righteous thing with God to anſwer them accord , c 
ing to their folly. The roll of lamentation and wot x þ 
is a counterpart of the roll of iniquity. The tranſ © p ; 
greſſar ſeals it, and juſtice loudly demands its exe E 4 , 
cution. Even genuine ſaints have felt bitter | p 
remorſe in reviewing the follies and vices commit 1 my 
ted in carly youth. Such fins are highly provoking oY 
to God. They are committed againſt Him whe 4 kc 
watched over you in infancy and childhood witli” * 
rental care ;—an abuſe of the moſt active part e 7 
ife; a waſte of that valuable time which ſnoule A mY 
have been employed in providing for future ſervice * 
they deſtroy and pervert the advantage of tende 1 te 
affections; confirm finful habits; and, if known _ 
have a pernicious influence. on other young perſons 4 * 
Is it ſurpriſing, then, that God, though he pardo! = p 
the iniquities of his people, ſhould take vengean 1 
on the evil inventions deviſed and practiſed dur in.“ f. 
that period of life? On that account, conſciene ma 
often ſmites the believer with its iron rod: na obs 
when pardoning mercy is believed, and its fruits es 
perienced, the feelings of the renewed heart, on Eo 


review of youthful fins, are exquiſitely keen. 
theſe things be done in the green tree, that no 
2 bring 
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brings forth good fruit; what ſhall be done in the 
dry, which rears its withered top to, attract the light- 
ning from the clouds of divine anger, raiſed by the 
vile vapours of fin? If the righteous ſcarcely be 
ved, where ſhall the ſinner and the ungodly ap- 
ear? Even . you be young, a conſi- 
erable part of the day of grace is irrecoverably gone: 
nd the remainder, with reſpect to you, is wholly 
ncertain. During ſeveral years, in the beginning 
jt life, ye were incapable of acting either for God, 
r for yourſelves. The dream of childhood is over, 
"Wd will ye till ſleep, when a voice from Heaven 


hs „awake, © what meaneſt thou, O ſleeper? 
"he brittle bark is ſinking, and will ye not pray to 
" wr God? The light ſhines, the day haſtens to 


cloſe, work for eternity demands your atten- 
mn; and do ye fit like the ſluggard with folded 
nds? Will ye traverſe the paradiſe of fools, till 


inter feet touch the awful ſpot that burns with fire, 
15 d is involved. in blackneſs and tempeſt? „ Give 


Wory to the Lord your God, before he cauſe dark- 
s, and before your feet ſtumble upon the dark 
duntains, and while ye look for light, he turn it 
0 the ſhadow of death, and make it groſs dark- 
86. *— « Are we blind?” may ſome ſay, 
e to whom experience might have proved an 
"Wiructor, „Are we blind?” © Are we inactive?” 
Do not we form wiſe plans for ſupporting our 


rſons nily, and accumulating wealth?“ * Are we not 
ardo! ply verſed in the ſciences, and candidates for li- 
gc Mary fame ' A word in your ear, my friend :— 
. may be ſhrewd with reſpect to the concerns of 


ſe, and yet as ſimple as an idiot with reſpect to 
concerns of eternity. You may be called a phi- 
pher by men, and yet be juſtly ſtigmatized by 
las a fool. In what ſtrains ſhall we lament 

* 4 Pet, iv. 18. + Jer. xlii. 16. 
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your folly ; and in what terms reprove it! Go, hes; fe 
-up filver as the duſt, build a ſtately manſion, raifMyent 
-pyramids ; you only rear ſo-many-monumetits M brie 
your ' folly, and collect treaſures of ſnow. TM. 
« breath” of the fooliſh builder himſelf *©-goeth for deat 
he returneth to his earth, in that very day Hof tl 
thoughts periſh.” Will ye not profit by the exan{vith 
ꝓle of your. predeceſſors in this mad career? BehofWaiicc 
the end of their labours and toils. This the eum. 
Way is their folly, yet poſterity approve their ſaying vou 
4 Like ſheep they are laid in the grave, deathſhFfcticc 
Feed on them, and their beauty ſhall conſume'in Famer 
.grave from their dwelling.” —*< Be not thou afra mi 
thou who art wiſe to that which is good, and vag. 
thyſelf, „when one is made rich, when the gloyſWtheir 
his houſe is increaſed.” * For when he dieth Whorre 
Mall carry nothing away, his glory ſhall not deſceſſthe ; 
after him.“ Call his condu&@and your own, thou Lord 
Jeſs tranſgreſſors, call it wiſdom, if you pleaſe : Wtheir 
remember, that it is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh.” N deſire 
is a falſe light which leads to pits and certain dea praiſe 
— Lord, make me wiſe to ſalvation, and 1 care der fu 
though all the world ſhould call me a fool! ligiou 
10. Great is the danger of neglecting religion} :*forr 
early youth. To forget the Creator in early yo Thei 
As to let lip the moſt favourable ſeaſon of gu paiſio 
-<« To every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a tim the la 
every purpoſe under the Heaven.” This h #nni! 
true, both in the natural world, and in the mo obſer 
A man, who ſows not in the ſpring, runs the grea © wh 
riſk of reaping no crop. It is both fooliſh and healtl 
gerous to ſleep in harveſt, when the-utmoſt dilig to oth 
ſhould be employed to gather for the winter. Neerity 
application of theſe maxims to the point in hai time 
caly. Many think that all will be ſafe, if or fr 
repent in the time of affliction, or when death 22 fo 
proaches. This is a very common, and alas! e 
88 4 a 


EARLY: PIETY. 147 


fatal deluſion. A ſick- bed, or a death- bed re- 
jentance, ſeldom proceeds from proper principles. 
Grievous: diſtreſs, eſpecially: when it. affects the bo- 
ly, ſometimes. touches the conſcience ; and, When 
teath ſeems. to be near, ſinners may feel the terrors 
y ee the Lord. But it is the dread of fin as connected 
an vith puniſhment, not the innate evil of it, which 
choaffedts the greater part of tranſgreffors in theſe cir- 
eamſtances. How: many, who, in the time of fore 
trouble, and in the proſpect of diſſolution, have pro- 
ſeſſed the deepeſt contrition and warm reſolutions of: 
amendment, return, on recovery, like the dog to his 
yomit, and as the ſow that was waſhed to her 
waBowing in the mire?” “ © Fools, becauſe of 
their tranſgreſſion, are afflicted.“ Their ſoul ab- 
horreth all manner of meat, and they draw near to 
the gates of death.“ Then they cry unto the 
Lord, he ſaveth them out of their diſtrefſes.” But 
their · returning to praiſe the Deliverer, is matter of 
deſire rather than of hope: O that men would 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his won- 
derful works to the children of men!” t Their re- 
ligious affections uſually cool, and their promiſes of 
reformation vaniſh away as the morning cloud. 
Their moſt ſolemn vows are forgotten, and corrupt 
paſſions recover ſtrength with their bodies. So that, 
the latter end of fuch perſons is worſe than their be- 
A ginning. Inſtances of this kind muſt occur to the 
mol obſervation of every perſon in any degree attentive 
ore} to what paſſes before him. The time of youth and 
1d health, therefore, is the beſt ſeaſon for manifeſti 
ilig do others, and even to your own conſcience, the ſin- 
Neerity and propriety of repentance. That is the 
har time * to bring forth fruits meet for repentance,“ 
if © or fruits evidential of its truth and nature; that it is 
eathif] 22 forced and ſelfiſh principle, but exerciſe include 
s! « 2 Pet. ii. 22, I Pl. cvii. 17-20. 
a O2 . 


ing 
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ing a ſight, ſenſe, and hatred of fin, with 4 turning 
from it to God by Jeſus Chrift, Beſide, if ye de- 
lay repentance, God may ſmite you in righteous 
judgment with blindneſs of mind, hardneſs of heart, 
and inſenſibility of conſcience, for abuſing the light, 


and defying awful admonitions: the moſt terrible 


puniſhment that can be inflicted on this fide of hell, 
« O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee ? O Judah, 
what ſhall I do unto thee? For your goodnels is ag 
a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth 
away.” Therefore have I hewed. them by the 
prophets, 1 have flain them by the words of my 
mouth.” * Remember, that the fig-tree, which put 
forth early leaves, but yielded no fruit, was cutied, 
and withered away. T When warnings of conſcience 
have been repeatedly diſregarded, it ceaſes to be a 
reprover; nor is it probable, that even legal repen- 
tance, or ſorrow for (in ariſing merely from fear of 
its confequences, without any concern about the dif. 
honour thereby done to God, and the innate vile- 
neſs of fin itſelf, will afterwards be felt in the pre- 
ſent life. Such “evil men” uſually “ wax worſe 
and worſe ;”* openly deſpifing religion, entirely diſ- 
regarding it, or ſecretly fitting down in ſullen deſpair, 
re{olved to take the conſequences. Almoſt perſuaded 
that the Bible is true, and earneſtly deſirous that it 
may be falſe, they preſumptuouſly determine to wait 
the event ;—awful event to them! «Behold, ye 
deſpiſers, and wonder, and perith!'” « Woe unto 
him that ſtriveth with his Maker: let the potſherd 
ſtrive with the potſherd of the earth: ſhall the clay 
ſay to him that faſhioned it, what makeſt thou?“ 
God will not endure for ever, “ though with much 
long ſuffering, the veſſels of wrath thus fitted to deſ- 
truction.” „Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of 
won, thou ſalt daſh them in pieces like a potter's 


+ Matt.-xX4, 29. 1 
veſſel. 


* Hoſ. vi. 4, 5 
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ithout remedy.” * 

11. Life is very uncertain even in the ime of 
%%. It is indeed, always uncertain. Thoug 
God knows the term of our days, and hath fixed it ; 
br the number of our months is with Him, and by 
Him our days are determined; yet, as an inſtance 
f divine authority and a badge of our dependence, 
a ſeaſoning to the comforts of life and a memorial 
the other world, the time of our removal thither 
wiſely concealed from us. There is no pri- 
ledged or exempted period of life in this reſpect. 
Pcrfons, in every rank, and of all ages, dic. It is 
ppointed by the irrevocable law of Heaven, and 
eceffarily follows fin. Our bodies are feeble, and 
ntain the principles of diffolution. 
pen and bring forth death. How ſoon they may 


cidents, any one of which, if Providence permit, 
ſufficient to overturn and cruſh the tabernacle of 
lay. The very props of the human frame tend to 
ndermine it. We are apt to be ſurpriſcd at death; 
ut life is a greater wonder., The body is a machine 
complicated, and its exiſtence depends on ſuch a 
ce texture and on movements ſo various, that man 
no leſs wonderfully preſerved than made. 
in be certain of the continuance of his life another 
noment ? Thouſands are cut off ſuddenly without 
ny warning, Their plans are left unfiniſhed, and 
the midſt of ſchemes they periſh. When think- 
ng of laying up goods for many years, that night 
erhaps their ſoul is required, and no man has 
ower to retain it a moment. Life is very uncertain 
ven in early youth. It is evident, from obſerva- 


Acts xiii. 42. II. xlv. 9. Rom. ix, 22, Pl. ii. 9. Prov, xxxix. 1. 
3 attain 


ſſel.“ He that, being often reproved, harden- 
th his neck, ſnhall ſuddenly. be deſtroyed, and that 


Theſe ſoon 


pen, we know not. We are expoſed to a thouſand 


Who 


on, that the greater part of the human race never 
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attain maturity; and how few arrive at old age! 
According to approved calculations, at leaſt the fourth 


part of mankind die in infancy ; and nearly one half 


under twelve years cf age; not more than a third 
part live to the age of twenty. In popular cities t 
diſparity between the births and burials is much 
greater. Conſider, my young friend, that no ſmall 
namber of your companions, who bade fairer for long 
life than you, have been removed by death. But “ th 
race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, 
« Man that is born of a woman is of few days. 
« He cameth forth like a flower, and is cut down: 
he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth not.“ 
His „ glory” is frail and fleeting ** as the flower of 
graſs.” Though it eſcape the chilling froſt, the 
ftormy wind, and the feet of thoſe who paſs by, i 
naturally decays and withers. Death ſoon approaches 
with his tremendous feythe, and cuts it down 
That awful vifitant is at no great diſtance from an 
man, and may be nearer to you who are in the prime 
of life than you imagine. Ir determines our eterna 
ſtate, and fixes us for ever in the regions of woe e 
of happireſs. If ye die ſtrangers to Jeſus Chriſt 
ye muſt be miſer3ble eternally, But © blefled art 
te dead that die in the Lord.” Were there only: 
probability of our removal into another ſtate of ex 
iſtence at a Ciſtant period, to prepare for it would bt 
neccflary and wiſe, When death is certain and faf 
approaching, nay, perhaps, only a few days, hours 
or minutes, from us, how monſtrous the infatuatior 
cf men in difregarding an event on which their eter 
val all depends! The chief defign of the preſent lif 
Is, that we may prepare for another. That is th 
interval betucen the cradle and the grave, and! 
ſhould be chiefly cecupied in learning to die well 
Fur this reaſon, probably, Solomon mentions © 
9 Job, XV. 2, 3. l 
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ime to be born, and a time to die,“ but not à time 
Alive. Im a certain ſenſe we die daily. Time is 

Nieging our grave, and preparing our ſhroud ; while 
jath ſtands at the door, and with its fleſhleſs fin- 
xr points to the tomb. Shall we negle& the greateſt 
mcern, give up the happineſs of eternity for the 
tifications of a moment, and plunge both ſoul and 
„dy into endleſs perdition? A better with for you 


is dying charge to Iſrael : “O that they were wiſe, 
hat they underſtood this, that they would conſider 
MWhcir latter end!“ “ Have ye cloſed the eyes of a 
ther, or of a mother, and attended their remains 
th ſolemn pace to the houſe of filence? Have ye 
ept over the duſt of a brother, of a ſiſter, or of a 
hriſtian friend, dear as your own ſoul? That 
it becomes vocal, and ſounds in your ears, all 
ſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the 


rtality. Inſtead of liſtening to officious memory 
hich dwells on every tircumſtance - attending their 
t moments, and harrows up the ſoul ; cheriſh the 


y lived, and prepare to follow them. When the 
wnds of nature are healed by the lenient hand of 
ne, and by the ſovercign balm of religion; for- 
not the awful leſſons of inſtructiom once fo 
vely taught, and ſo deeply felt. Purſue not the 
er of thoughtleſſneſs, till death, with its iron 
gue, call you to ſtop, and diſcover the pit of de- 


eterution opening beneath your feet. The day is 
at lif@uredly coming, and may not be far diſtant, when 
s th muſt put off this tabernacle, retire from the! 
and ile of life, and appear before the tribunal of the 


wellr:d of Hoſts, who crowns him alone that hath 
sought a good fight, and kept the faith.“ Dread- 


Deut. XAXU, 29. 
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eannot form, than that which Moſes expreſſed in 


wer of the field.” We need ſuch monitors of our 


membrance of their virtues and graces, live as 
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ſullied by the breath of ſcandal, and your ſucceſs 
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ful. is the doom of the traitor and the-cowartWiit f 
«© The fearful and unbelieving” ſtand at the head ofic we 
thoſe who march for hell. {ev t for 
12. Evil days are certainly coming, when we ſhallep:rc 
find it eſpecially difficult to attend to religion, if aver 
have neglefed it before. This argument is uſed by th e C 
inſpired Solomon in the ſequel of the verſe : 4 Reede f 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youthe:dy 
while the evil days come not, nor the years drayÞecr 0 
nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure ds: 
them.” Theſe days and years are the ſeaſons Herve 
ſevere trial, when we ſtand in need of ſupports anſWut w 
comforts ſuperior to any that the world can. afforuble ; 
Every period, every day of man's life is checquere et of 
Afflictions and mercies, anxieties and eonſolationſ me u 
are erouded into every hour of his preſent exiſtenoſ it he 
It requires fortitude more than human, to bear, vile, 
equanimity, ſuch a changing lot. Nothing but! i 
ligion can give a proper tone to the mind; and e 
ble it to be humble in proſperity, and patient wa 
verſity. There are ſeaſons of ſpecial trial; and ¶teous 
is a wiſe and good man who prepares for a reverſe better 
fituation and circumſtances. Afflictions await a 


and are frequently unexpected. Strong and health} Th 
as you now are, ſurrounded by friends, applaud"? tru 
by many, and proſpering in the world; the ti ding 


perhaps is not far diſtant, when your health ſhi 
be impaired by ſickneſs, the friends whom you lc 
as your own ſoul be ſnatched away, your character 


interrupted by cruel diſappointment and heavy lo 
When in theſe circumſtances, where will ye fine 
ſufficient prop but in religion? The evil days 
ſevere bodily diſtreſs are comparatively unfit for 
exerciſe of religious affeQions, and the praQice 
religious duties. Some diſorders are ſtupifying, oth 
tormenting; and all indiſpoſe both the body and 


ip 
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it for vigorous exertions.- In the calm of 
e we ſhould think on the gathering ſtorm, and look 
t for a ſafe haven. When the ſky is clear, let us 
epare for the rain, and ſeek a ſure retreat. Such 
haven, ſuch a retreat, true religion alone affords. 
he Chriſtian is equipped for the ſtorm, and pre- 
red for whatever may befall. The Pſalmiſt had 
ady experienced the protecting and comforting 
Wrcr of godlineſs, when he uttered the following 
s: Thou art my hiding-place, Thou ſhalt 
ſerve me from trouble, Thou ſhalt compaſs me 
ut with ſongs of deliverance.” © In the time of 
ble He ſhall hide me in His pavillion, in the 
jet of the tabernacle ſhall He hide me, He ſhall 
me npon a rock.” - Rut ſuppoſing a caſe which 
neither improbable nor uncommon, that your 
ble, careleſs youth, is of ſuch a nature as to ren- 
you inſenſible of ſpiritual danger, and incapable 
uing the means of ſal vation; if you be then cut 
your ſituation is irrecoverably miſerable. The 
Witcous man, in theſe circumſtances, dies ſafely, 


erſe better life being © hid with Chriſt in God. 
it e days of old age too are evil, afflictive, and try- 
ealtſ} The deſire of long life is a natural principle ; 


in truth it is not much to be deſired. Read the 
iheing verſes, in which Solomon elegantly deſ- 
sold age; alluding to the eclipſe of the hea- 
ly bodies, to the dark clouds that gather even 
rain, to the decay of a fortified building, and 
e demolition of a curious veſſel. The whole 
rption, according to the bold ſtyle of oriental 
Ing, abounds in rich and partly obſcure imagery. 
eneral meaning, however, is ſufficiently plain. 
Wd age, © there is“ comparatively “ no pleaſure.” 
powers of body and of mind decline. Infir- 
and ſorrows many and great accompany ad- 


Pl. xxxii. J. XXVii. 5. 
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vanced life. The heart ſickens at delights for 
of ſweet reliſh ; and the foul recolleQs many a {a 
ſcene. The ſenſes are- blunted, and the- anim 
frame, no longer vigorous and active, requires i 
dulgence and repoſe. The circle of purſuits, j 
which a large portion of ſuch happineſs as the war 
affords conſiſts, is greatly contracted, The harbi 

of death, like a band of pioneers, pave the v 
to the King of terrors. A parting ſtroke from q 
that remains dear is about to be felt. The auf 
realities of another world are full in view. In ſho 
numerous are the burdens of advanced lite, 2 
« ſufficient to“ that day is the evil thereof,” Wi 
ye increaſe its load unneceſſarily, and add to its ſe 
rows already great, by making it the ſeaſon of bitt 
remorſe and diſtreſſing anxiety? But is it not lik 
that the habits of fin, confirmed by long indulgen 
will then retain their hold, and carry you: headk 
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no 
in your wickedneſs as with the weight of a wi eart 
ſtone? Your comfort, as well as ſafety is at ſtalWyhich 
What beſide the conſolations of religion can ſuppives, 
old age, fortify it againſt impatience, and gladdenfſhcints 
with the proſpect of a peaceful dĩſmiſſion from Wttenti 
vale of tears to the enjoy ment of an happy imm K y. 
tality : Were old age the beſt ſeaſon, in otlieonſci 
reſpects, for attending to religion, the utter uno imp 
tainty of your ſeeing it is reaſon ſufficient for mill plea 
mag religion now in the days of youth. The manabuſec 
grey hairs is a rare object. How few of your frieſſdie no 
and acquaintance ſee threeſcore years and f expe 
Take a view of the paſſengers who croud the ſtreſſrue, 
and of the multitude ho compoſe any public allicke 


bly: and you will find that by far the greater chat f. 
are young or middle-aged. The old are fcatteWrenge 
here and there, as men of other times. Enter WI wai; 
burial-grounds; look at the fize of the graves, and of 
the monumental inſcriptions, and conſider whiffice fe 
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number record the term of forty years 
ou ſometimes viſit Meſiminſter-Abbey: there be- 
old the end of human greatneſs; of kings, ſtateſ- 
en, philoſophers, poets, and heroes! The bulk of 
hem died more full-of worldly honour than of days. 
hen the probability of long life is ſo-much againſt 
you, how can ye neglect the concerns of the ſoul and 
ernity? And what if a mortal diſtemper ſhould 
ne you ſoon and ſuddenly ? Remorſe for the paſt, 
nd the dreadful- anticipation of the future, how 
gonizing! Terrible indeed is the fituation.of that 
an, whoſe diſtempered body cannot live, and 
hoſe guilty ſoul is afraid to die. In the outſet 
f life, therefore, let us follow the guide that leads 
na ſafe and pleaſant path, ſmooths the rugged vale 
iber death, and .conduQs to the paradiſe of God. 

Retire for a little from the gaieties of, youth, and 
noiſe of the world. Commune with your own 
eart on the duty which Solomon mentions, and 
rich I have endeavoured to urge by various mo- 
Wives, purpoſely ſetting the ſeme truths in different 
points of view, if by any means I might gain your 
Witention. Weigh them ſerioufly and with care. 
Ak yourſelf, O youth, * how ſhall T anſwer to my 
onſcience, and to my Maker, for neglecting a duty 
Wo important, ſo plain and forcible ?” „What ſhall 
| plead in excuſe for time miſemployed, for mercies 
buſed, for privileges diſregarded ?” If my ſoul 


dic not with the body, if there be an hereafter, can 


expect a ſeat among the juſt?” If the Bible be 
rue, ean the declaration fall to the ground?” «The 
icked ſhallobe turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God.” Is not the proſpect of divine 


| wait till its execution convince me of its reality, 
„ and of its conſuming power? * Nay, O my ſoul, 


Wile for refuge to the hope which the Goſpel of 
= | Chriſt 


* 


engeance enough to fill me with horror?” © Shall 
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Chriſt reveals!” Alt is the glory of the Savio 
and our comfort, that He ** receiveth finners 
The time of youth is eſpecially * the accepted time 
and „the day of ſalvation.” O that you wou 
know and conſider the things belonging to yo 
everlaſting peace! Shall neither the threatening 
the law, nor the promiſes of the Goſpel ; neit 


CCL! 


the invitations of the Saviour, nor the admonitiong by 
conſcience ; neither the joys of Heaven, nor the tfety. 

rors of hell, —excite you to flee from impendi led 
wrath, and ſeek, earneſtly ſeek, eternal life. T dl y 


may be the laſt addreſs of mercy to you. Are 
willing to run the riſk of being driven, cre anot 
day dawn, into the blackneſs of darkneſs for eve 
where not a fingle ray of hope gleams even afar «f 
But though you Have hitherto ated the part of p 
digals, ſpending your money for that which is 
bread, and your labour for that which ſatisfieth nc 
the Father of mereies ſtretches out His arms, 
His heart is opened to receive you. - Come no 

and let us reaſon together, ſaith the LORD, tho 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white 
ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they (þ 
be as wool.” * | 
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END OF THE EIGHTH SERMON. 


SERMC 


SERMON ix. 
er Es. Xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the 
| - days of thy youth: 


FEW kings, becauſe few men, are diſtinguiſhed 
by mental abilities: and fewer ſtil, by genuine 
ety, The greater part of them are ſo much in- 
led and flattered in early years, that they can 
ndly acquire ſolid learning; and genius is inde- 
dent of rank and external circumſtances. How 
ny, too, who wear a crown, confider religion only 
an engine of ſtate, -and reckon themſelves ex- 


r oed, by their high ſtation, from attending to god- 
f pues !—a proof of egregious folly. They are little 
« jeitous about the morals of their children, and of 


ir people. But the wiſdom of king Solomon re- 
fed glory on himſelf, was beneficial: to the age 
which he lived, and extended its ſalutary influence 
poſterity. That wonderful and truly great man 
ained, from the Lord, religious knowledge and 
nts for inſtruction; as well as abilities for go- 
mment. He was no lefs famous as a Preacher 
nas a King. For the uſe of alt ages, his leſſons 
inſtruction and pious example, though not with- 
tits defects, are recorded. By this example, and 
ſe inſtructions, He, being dead, yet ſpeaketh ETo 
young, the hopes of the church and of the fate, 
omon eſpecially addrefies himſelf, ſtrongly incul- 
ng early -picty. Doubtleſs he knew their objec- 
s; but did not reckon any of theſe valid. The 
unction is in full force, and admits of no exce 
s: „Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
vouth.“ — | | 
proceed to the | 
V. Head of diſcourſe, namely, to ſtate and an- 
P {wer 
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Jer the objections which are brought by young x 
ſons againſt early religion. Few are ſo hardened an 
preſumptuous, as to contend openly againſt all reli; 
gion. Some form of it is evidently requiſite to 
well-being, and even to the exiſtence of civil fociet 
Almoſt none are willing to hazard the avowal 
principles, which proclaim the authors to be enemiif 
co the human race. Hence, thoſe who oppoſe lh 
vealed, uſually -extol natural religion; though 
reality they attempt to ſap the foundations of bot 
Their cenſure of things ſacred is general, indiſcrinff; 
nate, and bitter. The terms fanaticiſm, ſuperſtitih 
and ' bypeereſy, are - perpetually in their mouths 
terms, which they apply, without diſtinction, 
profeſſors of religion. Is this juſt? Is this ca 
And Hiberal? Inſtead ef employing the weapon 
di ſpaſſionate argument, though reaſon he their ba 
and moderation their claim, they uſe invediſ; 
fatire, and raillery, Such perſons' flout-partic 
at early religion, and repreſent a pious young 
2s a monſtrous being, who = the gravity of 
to the ſprightlineſs of youth. Even parents 
are, «ho, under the pretext of keeping the ut is +} 
Free and unbiafled, neglect to inſtilxeligious and fofk-R1v « 
tural principles into the ſouls of their children; res, 
chus, perhaps unintentionally, promote the ſcbeſhrofeſs 
of abe infidel. Their objections we have attemhlainly 
to anſwer in another place. We ſhall p rece 
conſider the objections of young perſons themſelſiain th 
There cannot be a elearer proof of the defffvith t 
vity of human nature, than that averſion to i 
Which all may feel working in themſelves, . 
greater or leſs degree. The moral law is writ 
the heart of every man, not with equale 
neſs and force. The untutored Indian knows 
religious hamege is due to Deity, and brother] 
® See 4% Parental duty,” by the ſame author. 


- 
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h fellow- creatures. Aecordingly, in every clime 
u behold the proſtrate: worſhipper, and the favage 
tinging to his family and his tribe with an attach 
ent ſtrong as death. So ſoon as reaſon begins to 
hwn in a child, he has a feeble conception of the 
ference between good and evit; and perceives ons 
thing to be right, and another wrong:- This moral 
frinciple, however, is obſcured, .perverted, and op- 
pled, by corsupt paſſions. "Theſe are ſu many falſe 
eights on the mind, and perpetually tend to draw 
Wi aſide from the proper courſe. Much may be done 
y education; but, to amend and change the heart, 
he power of divine grace is . Children 
tetray, from their earlieſt years, a difinclination to 
ligious leſſons, and to religious duties. Fear may 
prevent the explicit avowal of their averſion. Never- 
leſs, all may know, by experience, the perverſe 
eaſoning of the mind, and eſpecially the working 
f the heart againſt ſacred things; for, as in 
ater, face anſwereth to face; ſo the heart of man 
man.“ * One general reply may de made 
u the objed ions of the young againſt religion; and 
e nit is the mandate of Jehovah. Such objections di- 
directly oppoſe his authority: Do ye believe the Serip- 
n} Wures, my young friends } Or are ye infidels? You 
Wroteſs to believe them. Hear, then, what they 
plainly and folemnly enjbin. - Ye are not at liberty 


N receive or reject them at pleaſure. They con- 
nſeſſhnn the law of the eternal Sovereign, a law mingled 
e rich the tenderneſs of a friend and father. Hear 


to is language of command: * Thou ſhalt worſhip 
es, Wc Lord thy God, and Him only halt thou ſerve.” + 
rmiecarhis language of expoſtulation: Wilt thou not, 


al Mom this time, ery ùnto me, my Father, Thou art 


ons guide of my youth.“ It may not be imp 


erh ſpecify a few leading objections which are ſtated. 


| ® Prov. x «vii, 19. + Mau. iv. 10. $ Jex. lil. 4. 
P 2 | by 
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by young perſons, at leaſt in their own minds, agar lik 
early religion, and to anſwer them. Vain, howgÞmilli 
ever, will our attempt be, unleſs the divine Spit wund 
remove theſe ſtumbling-blocks out of the way, and be 
incline your hearts to duty. Then, inſtead of multi the ſick 
plying obje&ions, and endeavouring to ſtrengthei at it 
them, you vill gladly ſee them vaniſh as the ſhades ion c 
night before the riſing fun; and, falling down be ung: 
fore the Father of lights, you will fay from th@@#""gua; 
abundance of the heart, „ Lord, what wilt Tho low c 
have me to do?” eremp 
Object. 1.“ Religion, being of a grave: e you 
fericus nature, is not ſuited to the gaiely and ſprighines, 
linefs of youth, and is fit only for the fict and td ex 
aged,” That religion is fit for the ſiek and-thQ@F'th o 
aged, is allowed in the objection; and none are {nem 
preſumptuous as openly to diſpute this point, thouęi deli 
many deny it in their minds, temper, and practices ne fac 
During the ſeaſon of affliction, perſonal or relative get I 
private or public, ſerious confideration is highlyWngere 
n:ceflary. © In the day of adverſity, confider," 
ſays the inſpired Solomon. * We ſhould hen cc 
ider the work of God, in affliting us,—its ſeaſon; 
its nature, and defign ;. we fhould confider ourſelves; 
our ſinful ways and thoughts; and ſhould confider 
the word of God, which ſets the former and the 
latter in a juſt light. Then prayer, too, is eſpe- 
cially requiſite. “ Call on me,“ faith God, “ in 
the day of trouble; Iwill deliver thee, and thou ſhaltÞlled 
glority me.“ Affliction, being a mean of diſcover f apab 
ing our weakneſs: and unworthineſs, ſeconds t 


voice of conſcience and of the word, in exciting us" of 2 
to come to the throne of grace.———Fhoſe alfo, who, ts ce 
according to the courſe of nature, muſt ſoon leaves, | 
all things below, and paſs into another world, ought ſole 
to think ſcriouſly, in what region of that world they fre 
* pccicl. vii. a + Pi. I. 16. Je, n 

| art 


BARLY PItTY. 16r 


we likely to dwell for ever, how they may ſecure 
c miſſion into the abodes of the juſt, what is the 
round of their hope ;—and not die careleſs as fools 
nd beaſts. Religion, however, is not proper for 
ide ſick and the aged alone. We have already proved, 
eat it is incumbent on all, in every period and ſitu- 
on of life, to remember their Creator. Nay, the” 
del oung are particularly addreſſed, on this ſubjeR, in the 
the.nguage of authority, as well as of friendly advice.“ 
ow can ye (et up your opinion in oppoſition to the 
eremptory command and wiſe counſel of God ?: 
re you wiſer than He; and better judges of duty, of- 
mes, and ſeaſons? Ye oppoſe, too, the knowledge” 
t 
t 
- 


d experience of all the truly wiſe and good, who, 
th one voice and one heart, exhort the young to 
member the Creator. What is true religion but 
e believing and grateful recollection of a matehleſs 
jene factor, and a reconciled God in Chriſt? To 
veSvect Him, is finful, ungrateful, diſhonourable, and 
hlyFWngcrous. Genuine picty is a crown of gwry, not 
er, ay to the aged, but alſo ts the young. Ris no 
neemy to innocent gaity and ſprightlineſs; but tem- 
rs the fervour of youth, and directs it to the nubleſt 
jects, Whereas, if a man be cold with reſpect 
theſe in early days, he is likely to be abſolutely: 
ren in old age. Befide, how: ſelfiſh the prin-- 
ple, that we ſhould remember our Creator, only: 
en his chaſtening hand is upory us,-or eld age -hath+ 
tiled our active powers, and when we are eſpecially: 
Wcapable of making ſuitable returns of gratitude } 
wh ſervice proceeds from the temper of a ſlave, 
af a ſon ; and betrays a heart callous to the be- 
Wits conferred by the Father of mercies. It clearly: 
ws, that to be delivered from external trouble, is: 
e ſole object of our concern, not that we may be. 
ted from tin and ſpiritual miſery; and that we ſock. 
Wd, not for his ſake, hut our own. Nor is it pro- 
P 3 bable, 
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hable, if ye neglect the Creator in the time 
vouth and health, that you will remember him in 
proper manner when fickneſs or old age overtak 
you. Is the proper remembrance of God, do y 
imagine, nothing but a tranſient-aR of the mind, 
a ſingle ſipplication for mercy ? Be not deceived, n 
deir voung triends; it is a rooted principle of hes 
expreſſing itſelf in all the exerciſes of devotion, 
in all the duties of moral obedience. It implies a 
entire and conſtant dependance on divine grace, wit! 


he ea 
Perh:; 
lo 9 
4 
off th 
form 

birit 
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ng | 


an habitual acknowledgment of it. Is not the fornoth: 
mer eſpecially proper for the age of weakneſs and in lands 
experience; and the latter eſpecially ſuitable to le n 
warm feelings of the youthful heart ? pul t 
Object. 2. We ſhall have ſufficient time afoliſh 
terwards for attending to religion. — This is ie, it 
ſnare in which many have been caught to their etei e co; 
nal ruin. It proceeds on the ſuppoſed certainty Mery 
a future time, and on the ſanguine hope cf lo ves 
lite; both of which are ill-founded. Ye haun te 
greater reaſon to conclude that you ſhall net, tha orro: 
that you ſhall, fee many days, and live to extremity, at 
old age. Beſide, the days of youth are here ſpecifi life 
fied as the moſt proper and ſeaſonable time for rele thi; 
getnn. Mark the little word now in the text. ours 
deſerves vour ſerious attention, and cuts up vollerd o 
ebjeCtion by the roots. It is not faid, +* RemembMbt; | 
thy Creator at ſome future period, when thou airy yo 
ſettled in life, or when thou art growing old ;” be corc 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of ti Nead t 
youth.” The injunction admits not of any delathe 8 
not even for a fingle moment. The remembran@Cſperc 
of our Creator is a moral duty, and therefore by Wircd t 
means, and on no account, to be poſtponed. GM! (ai] 
demands a preſent hearing, and the merciful voihrd ar 


of the divine Saviour is I O-DAY. - Religion is e « | 
greateli oi all concerns, and, for this xealon, fg iſeſt 
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te early; preſently, and errneſtly attended to. 
perhaps you read the Bible, and pray in ſeeret; and 
you are now hearing the Goſpel. If you intend to 
poſtpone: ſerious concerns, why act the hypocrite by 
making any profeſſion of religion at all? Throw 
off the maſk, and impoſe not on the world. If the 
ſorm of religion be preſently good and proper, its 
Whicic muſt be better, and more worthy of our atten- 
on. Flatter not yourſelves with the hope of 
mg life. What ſecurity have we for another day, 
mother moment? Our times are wholly in the 
hnds of God, and, without a moment's warning, 
e may cut the brittle thread, and ſummon the 
bul to His awful tribunal. If procraſtination is 
Woliſh and dangerous in the concerns of the preſent. 
fe, it muſt be unſpeakably more ſo with reſpect to 
he coneęrns of another world. Such a habit, like 
ery other, naturally grows. You will find your- 
ves more inclined to poſtpone religion to-morrow, 

ban to-day. Probably it will always be “ to- 
Worrow,” till you ſtand on the very brink of eter- 
ey, and feel that you have been dreaming through- 
t life, fooliſhly and criminally regardleſs of the 
ething needful. While the gale of opportunity 
ours, embark in the cauſe of religion, taking the 
rd of God for your compaſs, and Jeſus for your 
Wot; leſt a tempeſt ariſe on this bleak ſhore, and 
Wiry your defigns and hopes in the deep. Slacker 
cords which tie you to the prefent world, and 
ad the ſails of devout affections to the influences 
the Spirit, that the voyage of life may be ſafe and 
ſperous. Nay, thus an entrance ſhall be mi- 
y Wired to you abundantly,” or, with ſpreading and 
Wl! ſails, “ into the everlaſting kingdom of our 

1 void and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” Is it not high 


n is e“ to make your calling and election fure ;” to- 
AhouFuiteft, by: being rich in faith and good works, 
| that 
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that precious cargo, that you are deſtined for the tn 
ven of eternal reſt? ——A ſudden guſt may dri 
you into the tempeſtuous and devouring ocean 6 
everlaſting miſery Death itſelt is to the ſinner 
fatal rock. There he ſuffers ſhipwreck, loſing ſou 
and body at once. To the Chriſtian, death is on 
a narrow ſtrait, perfectly ſafe, and leading inſtant! 
to the defired haven. His anchor of hope is “ ſu 
and ſteadfaſt.” When ſafely arrived at glory, ſgi 
ritual mariners forget dark nights, and ſtormy wind 
and raging waves; nay, theſe ſwell their acclama 
tions of praiſe to Him, who guides through peri 
« to the wealthy place.“. 
ObjeR. 3. We will find in future a more cn 
venient ſeaſon for attending to religion.” —— Man 
ſenſible, in ſome degree, that they are ſinners, th: 
an intereſt in the Saviour is neceſſary, that life i 
uncertain, and religion important, intend not 
poſtpone it till old age, but till they be ſettled int 
world ;—perhaps only till the next year, er the ne! 
month. They flatter themſelves that then they ſhah; . 
feel greater inclination, and have more leifull 
to think of ſerious things. But this is a device 
Satan, working on the deceitful heart; and it is 
Ployed to poſtpone religion entirely, under the pn 
tence of a ſhort delay, and in order to obtain à mo 
convenient ſeaſon. Such a pretence ariſes part 
from ſloth, partly from the immoderate love of ide 
eaſe, and deceives with falſe hopes that are nev 
realized. Shall a man, whoſe houſe is on fn 
not beitir himlelf immediately to quench the flame 
_or, at leait, to eſcape their devouring fury? Wh 
the flames of divine wrath are kindled in the © 
ſcience, ſhal} we make no application of * the bloc 
of ſprinkling ;”” nor graſp the powerful hand, whit 
is ſtretehed cut to fave? If ye truſt to any thing 
that Llood, the flame is only ſmothered for a it 
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ſhall break out with Tedoubled violence. Be- 
re of falſe peace, and of dwelling at eaſe in fin; 
his ſame eaſe is a dream. There is a thouſand- 
mes more pain in the indulgence of fin, than in the 
rtification of it. The former oppoſes the teſtimony, 
latter receives the approbation, of conſcience z 
d the heart of the man, who 1s divided againft 
mſelf, is ſurely like the troubled fea. Aſk the vo- 
ies of Unlawful pleaſure ; and, if they ſpeak truth, 
ey will tell you, that they run to an exceſs of riot, 
avoid the reflections of their own minds, that their 
life is ſometimes a burden, and that they have 
taſionally envied the beaſts of the field. I never 
ſaw an irreligious man, who even ſeemed to poſ. 


Ing in his looks, language, or behaviour, that be- 
s a rankled heart. His very purſuit of varied 
ſure proves his diſſatisfaction and diſguſt, 
jough ** wearied in the greatneſs of hi way,” and 
jetually diſappointed, he ſays not “ there is no 
te; but purſues a phantom ever flying before 
attempts to deceive others and to impoſe on 
elf by claiming happineſs, while his own heart 
s him the lie; and really gathers thorns for his 
th-bed pillow. The God of truth expoſtulates 
the deceiver on this ſubject. Of whom haſt 
been afraid, that thou haſt lied, and haſt not 
mbered me?” „ "There is no peace, faith this 
„to the wicked.” Even though the toils 
pains attending fome religious exerciſes were 
ter than they are, it is the part uf a wiſe man 
dure them for the ſake of their advantages. 
i cob would not loſe a right hand, or a right eye, 
2 blo@fthe body might be preſerved ? In mortifying fin, 
wh y cut off that which troubles you, and threatens 
ing "al death; “ Bur if ye through the Spirit dg 
Ny the, deeds of the body, ye ſhall live.“ t 


II. vii, 41, 21. t Rom. viii. 13. Wha 
© 


real tranquility of ſoul. There is always ſome- 
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What tou doft in this reſp-Q, do quickly, and wit 
care. How long ſhall the vain thoughts of a mor 
convenient ſeaſon lodge within you? Remembeent 
Felix, and tremble at the delay of religion. Imita 
Noah, who, being warned of God, and move 
with fear, prepared an ark to the faving of h 
Houſe,”* Make haſte, and eſcape for thy li 
Seek a fear of caution and diligence, “ leſt a promi 
being left you of entering into the heavenlyTelt, x 
of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it.“ 
not the love of fin, the principal cauſe of your p 
eraſtinating temper? Your attachment, inſtead 
being weakened, muſt be ſtrengthened by the 
of time. Linger not in Sodom, I befeech you, if 
the righteous Lord kindle the fire that thall burn 
the loweſt hell. 
' - ObjeR. 4. The greater part of thofe in i 
period of life attend not to religion.“ Thi 
a certain and an affecting truth. The bulk of 
Tifing generation think not ſo ſeldom, nor fo light 
of almoſt any thing, as of religion. Gad is ſcare 
In their thoughts, nor his fear before their eyes. 
is well, if they run not to an exceſs of riot, 
ſpeak evil of religion, of its doQtrines and prece 
of its miniſters and profeflors. Many young 
are old in wickedneſs. With the briſkneſs and 
Experience of youth, they have the preſumption 
deceit of aged and hardened finners. We goa 
farther than the objection ſuppoſes, and allow, 
regret, that the greater part of men, in every g 
of life, neglect religion. But, becauſe they to 
à courſe fo fooliſh and dangerous, will ye ru 
Same riſk? Riſk, did I ſay! nay, the certain 
eternal miſery, Be not partakers of their fins 
this expoſes you unavoidably to the participat! 
of their puniſhment. Whatever fancied ple: 
* Heb. Xi. 9. 1 Heb. . . 
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there be in fellowſhip with the wicked now, it can- 
ot leſſen, nay, ſhall dreadfully aggravate future tor- 

nent. Probably from a ſelfiſh principle, the man, 

nentioned by our Lord, wiſhed that his brethren on 
th might be warned of their danger by an extra- 

ndinary meflenger. Better it is, to be ſingular in 
teligion, and to be pointed at as non-conformiſts to 

he world, in their corrupt principles and ways, than 

v be condemned with the congregation of evil-doers, 

ad fink with them into endleſs perdition. Can it 

oeeny conſolation to poor and ignoble tranſgreffors, 

P : 

BY ap; ſuffer with the great and the rich ?—The 

rity of true religion enhances its value. The moſt 

„ Mninent characters have often ſtood alone; and poſ- 

rity. has done them that juſtice, which their own 

we denied. On them death hath affixed its ſeal of 
Wonour, and their memory is blefſed to all genera- 

ons. There is ſomething noble and heroic in 

bring to be good in the face of a wicked world. It 

ews a mind ſuperior to the herd of men, who 

e the ox to the ſlaughter heedleſsly following their 
pmpanions in the track of fin, miſery, and ruin. 
ut you cannot, my young friends, be left alone in 
ligion, Though all men ſhould forſake you, God 
il be with you; and furely his gracious preſence 
oply ſupplies the want of their company and fa- 
urs.—Nay, in running the Chriſtian race, * we 
e compaſſed about with a great cloud of witneſſes. 
here is a choſen and numerous band of werthies, 
ho have finiſhed their courſe with joy, who atteſt 

excellence, and lift up the perſuaſive voice of ex- 
pple, inviting you to follow their ſteps. The wiſe 
d the good in all ages remembered their Creator, 
ey now ſee his face, and ſerve him with unwearied 
light. In this number we can point out prophets 
d princes, philoſophers and heroes, the lights f 
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the world, arid the moſt illuſtrious benefactors « 
mankind. There are, even at the preſent time 
ſome, and I hope many, of different claſſes and m 
tions, who are preſſing “ towards the mark fort 
prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Shall not this thought fire your ambition in follow 
ing a courſe, where ** kings and prieſts unto God 
firrve for the maſtery, and every victor receives hi 
complete crown? “ Angels” are the miniſters 
of God that do his pleaſure.” Animated by ſuc 
an example, „ blefsthe Lord, O my foul!” * 
It was the meat” of the Lord of angels, his fin 
cere deſire, daity employ, and delightful exercik 
% to do the will” of his heavenly Father, and“ 
finiſh his work.” 1 Anticipating that great da 
when the wicked, with hell in their conſciences a 
defpair in their looks, ſhall be gathered into one ſ 
victy; and the righteous, filled with joy and crown 
with glory, ſhall be gathered into another ;—wi 
which of theſe ſocieties do vou wiſh then to be foun 
and to dwell for ever ? © With the righteous,” 4 wi 
the righteous!” methinks I hear you reply. We 
vain is the defire, unleſs ye now join 4 the excelle 
ones of the earth, and; in the exerciſe-of faith a 
of Chriſtian tempers, now «+ come to the gene 
afſembly and church of the firft-born.” 
Object. 5. By attending to religion we ſhall | 
eur tA ridicule and reproach of the world, partic 
tarly of the yanthful and gay. —— Bat, 
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young friends, „ it is a very ſmall thing, *-compatmed a 
tively, “to be judged of men;“ 4 to be aequiii wach 
or condemned, to be applauded or cenſured, by ſ Foypt. 

incompetent and ſhort-lived judges. Our true eiſſeful to 

racer muſt ſtand or fall, according to the teſtim kughte 

of the Omniſcient witneſs, and the deciſion of be, th 


infallible Judge. Man jooketh on the appearafi 
Pl. ci. 22. + Johniv. gf. 1 1 Cor. iv, 3. 
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but the Lord looketh upon the heart,” * 'and thus 
termines your real character with unerring cer- 
jinty. Ought we, for a moment, to prefer the 
riſe of men, generally inſincere, often ill- founded, 
always uncertain, to the approbation of God, 
d of a good conſcience? The latter is a continual 
iſt, the former light as air, —* a wind that paſſeth 
ray and cometh not again.” Even while the 
cked applaud thoſe who follow their ſinful exam- 
e, they inwardly deſpiſe ſuch ſervile imitators, who 
ve not the ſpirit to purſue what conſcience declares 
be right and excellent. There is ſcarcely any 
ſs violation of the moral law, by which men de 
ſuffer in their reputation; not only in the ree- 
ning of the wiſe and good, but of the thoughtleſs 
d diſſipated themſelves. Hence, tranſgreflors are 
eager to conceal or to palliate their vices, fearing 
| feeling, that theſe, in the general opinion of 
kind, will fix upon their character a deep and 
e ſain. But ſuppoſing that the caſe were other- 
ſe, whether is it worſe to bear the unjuſt calumny 
ſinners now, or to be juſtly upbraided by them 
rafter? For this is the alternative. Their ridi- 
le cannot injure you; like vapour on a firm and 
liſhed ſurface, it fixes no laſting ſtain. Nay, true 
gion is the file which viperous man gnaws to his 
n injury and ruin. Reproach, for the ſake of 
us and his cauſe, is really honourable. Ye m 
d it round your neck like a chain of gold. Moſes 
med a proper eſtimate, when he eſteemed “ the 
dach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures 
Egypt.“ If ye faint under the laſhes of a 
eful tongue, how could you endure the ſtroke of 
aughtering ſword? Calumny none can entirely 
pe, though they be wicked; and when this falls 


1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
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en a guilty mind, it is a fire in the bones, ora 
* N AK a wound. But-if ye be reproachee 
for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye, for the Spiri 
of glory and of God reſteth upon you.” —— The 
- beſt men have ſuffered reproach; and, by thei 
patient temper and exemplary conduct, have mag 
their accuſers Bars. The clouds, which the malice o 


Ot 
the wicked raifes to obſcure the godly man, are on 2 
of ſhort continuance, and ſhall pour the rain of divini un 
vengeance onthemſelves ʒ while heſhines as the brigh I de. 
neſs of the firmament. There is abundant reaſo vine 
even nor, for thoſe to © be aſhamed who falſe teligt 
accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt.” Sin is t| injure 
-moſt ſhameful and deſpicable thing in the worlW;+ ar 
But to be aſhamed of doing what conſcience anintem 
duty require, is criminal weakneſs. Let us not iff; © 
jeered out of our © beſt intereſts by the ſcoffs of till,» «| 
3 Is it not abſurd to be abaſhed befund u 
men, and yet to deal preſumptuouſly with Godfſke fir 
Shall we decline to walk in the way of religion, MH p 
we may avoid a few weak ſarcaſms from a wormfheret 
while we lay up for ourſeives eternal confuſion Ming | 
face f «© Ceaſe ye from man whoſe: breath is in inter | 
noſtrils; for wherein is he to be accounted of i; qui 
% Who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid offfifec; 1 


man that ſhall die, and of the ſon of man who ſ were 
be made as graſs? And forgetteft the Lord Ivo. 
Maker.” + If ye be thus aſhamed of God, will 
He diſown yeu ; and at a time, too, when none el 
| an effeQually befriend ? Then ſhame and deſpa 
fell aflociates, meet! Fhe wicked-overwhelmed wi 
». diſgrace and pain, call to the deaf and melting roc 
to cover them from the face of Him who fits up 
the throne, pouring contempt on vile princes, 4 
rolling away the-reproach-of his once-deſpiſed- ſain 
| * 2 Pet. iv. 4. + II. ii. 22. Li. 42, 13. 
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rue character of the former is ſtamped with eternal 
Minfamy ; that of the latter with endleſs renown. 
The truth of the Pſalmiſt's declaration ſhall be 
deeply felt for ever: Let them be aſhamed who 
ranſgreſs without cauſe.”* © Then ſhall J not be 
amed when I have reſpec to all thy command 

Wnments.” F 
Object. 6.“ Religion will put an end to our 
fleaſure.'————You entertain falſe notions of reli- 
gon and pleaſure too. Ye miſtake gravity for ſad- 
neſs, and noiſy mirth for joy of heart. Ye ima- 
zine nothing to be pleaſant but fin and worldly 
telights. Some vices, however, eminently tend to bi 
injure the health and to diſturb the mind. Of this - to 

fort are lewdneſs and intemperance. The lewd and 
intemperate make the higheſt pretenſions to delight; 
ut God knows, and they themſelves feel, how ſhal- 
by the delight is, what trouble is mingled with it, 
ind what fighs are in its train. The wickedneſs of 
de finner, in theſe inſtances eſpecially, corrects him. 
pleaſures groſsly ſenſual are violent, and muſt 
Wherefore end in wearineſs and pain. Sin of every . 
ind is ſweet to a vitiated taſte alone; and fooner or 
ater produces bitter remorſe. Its fancied ſweetneſs - 
q quickly gone, while its real and extreme bitter 
neſs remains. The pleaſures of fin, though 
vere true, are only for a ſeaſon, and a ſhort ſeaſon 
tbo, Its 'tranfient delights are followed by death, 
itter as gall, and deſtructive as the poiſons of aſps - 
nay, by “ a cup of tremblitig” without meaſure, 
vihout mixture, and without end. Affſiction wit! 
"ſhe people of God, taking it all in all, is much more 
leaſant than finful delights. Sweet peace attends 
t, and it iflues in eternal joy. Can worldly en- 
joyments, innocent in themſelves, produce ſolid 
* Pl, 2. 3. + Pl. caix, 6. | 
* > hw ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction? From the ſmall circle of your own ex 
perience and obſervation, my young friends, the 
is ſufficient reaſon to draw the inference of Solomon 
that “ All is vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” But a 
for © wiſdom,” her ways are the ways of pleaſant 
neſs, and all her paths are peace.“ True religiot 
juſtly called “ wifdom,” ſubdues the paſſions whie 
are foes to our peace and happineſs. It correct th 
depraved taſte of man, and preſents the beſt obje& 
of enjoyment. Ft-teaches us to diſcern, in the bleſ 
finzs of life, the hand of a beneficent Father; ti 
uſe them with moderation; and to ſeek our chi 
delights from a deeper and purer ſource. Fron 
affliction and from death it extracts the poiſon, ant 
diſcovers to the raviſhed eye of the Chriſtian a han- 
preſenting fulneſs of joy. Give to the worlal 
man all that his heart could wiſh, fill his coffers 
Jet his life be a ſcene of conſtant amuſement, pla 
him on a throne, — and he complains'of want and e 
miſery ; at leaſt he feels them. If ſuch be his feeling 
in proſperity, in the vain ſhow of it we would rathe 
ſay, what muſt they be in adverſity ? Strip th 
believer of his earthly all; and he is patient, co 
tented, and happy : becauſe his proper and chie 
good remains. Even then he tunes his harp 
„grave ſweet melody.” Although the fig-tre 
ſhall not bloflom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines 
ihe labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſha 
yield no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from th 
fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls; ye 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God e 
my ſalvation.” F Spiritual bleſſings are durable 
their nature, and held by a tenure the moſt certai 
Neither time nor accident, neither violence 
cunning can deſtroy them, or impoveriſh the happ 

Prov. iii 17. + Hab. al, 29, 18. 
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poſſeſſors, *The royal Pſalmiſt had reaſon to deſire 
teliverance “ from ſtrange children, whoſe mouth 
heaketh vanity,” ſaying, ** that our ſons may be as 
plants grown up in their youth, that our daughters 
may be as cornet-ſtories poliſhed after the gimifirude 
of a palace; that our garners may be full, affording 
manner of ſtore; that out ſheep may bring forth 
thouſands.” % Happy the people in ſuch a caſe.” 
« Yea,” replies the pfalmiſt, „ happy is that people 
whoſe God is the Lotd.”* He knew the happineſs 
the latter from experience. Do not condemn the 
leaſures of religion without a fair trial. How can ye 
age between thefe delights and thoſe of the world, 
Hou arc utter ſtrangers to the former? The righte- 
have tried both, and give an unanimous and 
kcided preference tb religious joys ;—joys pure and 
ithout any dregs —joys that bear reflection; and 
hich, like good wine, improve by age. Ye know 
pt that even true repentance hath its ſweets, and 
et the tears of the Chriſtian are wiped away by the 
Wind of a Father. Religion clothed in fable 
tire, and with ſickly features, is the creature of a 
tempered fancy. To genuine godlineſs belongs 
e white robe, and her countenance beams benig- 
ty and love. Let not the falſe likeneſs which 
me gloomy enthuſiaſts. draw, be the ſtandard of 
ur judgment. Nor refuſe to make allowance for 
ſha: aloe ſadneſs which a few of the truly 
| Uiious difeover, Learn to diſtinguiſh between the 
3 Five charms of religion, and religion as it is mingled 
od im human frailty. Contemplate its juſt likeneſs 
le en by an unerring hand in the Sacred volume. 
ew it even in the lives of the ſaints as a body, and 
u will find wiſdom,”.on this point, “ juſtiſied of 
r children.” The lines of Dr. Doddridge on his 
mily- motto, — Dum vivimus, vivamus; let us 
v- Pf. exliv. 11, 18. 16, 14; 15 Ow 
eee * 
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live, while we live: are not moxe +dnitable forte 
epigrammatie wit, chan for juſtneſs and beauty eien 
ſentiment: Ir _ 
Live, while you live, the ehicure would ſay, * 
« And ſeize the pleaſures of the preſent day: | e ji P 
« Live, while you ve, the ſacred Preacher cries, net 
And give to God each moment as it flies. do, v 
« Lord, in my views let both united be, | heat 
I live in pleaſure when 1 live to Thee ln 4 1 
END OF THE NINTH SERMON. "Md 

. 6 
ö 8 dell 
| nce te 
SERMON X. us p 
f the v 
EccLes. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in ligt 
| days of thy youth. Hp 
| . Wile is 
T O the Objections againſt early Religion, alreadſÞ*"4!y 
A ſtated and anſwered, we may add the two fol{" the 
lowing. sis v 
Od fect. 7. Our parents and guardians have negÞ © 
lected to inculcate upon us the principles and dutie hteou 
of Religion, and is not this a ſufficient excuſe ſo th v 
diſr egarding it? That your parents and guar yOUT « 
dians have neglected to ſtore your minds and to im Eval 
preſs vour conſciences with ſacred truths, is to yo have 
a great loſs, and in them an henious fin. 'Th urſel ve 
were bound by the ſtrongeſt ties to train you up ii. ot C 
the knowledge and practice of religion. For the The I, 
criminal negligence they are accountable to God" tha 
and if ve periſh, your blood ſhall be required the ] 
- their hand. But this furniſhes no juſt ground eder) 
excuſe for you, now that ye are capable of reading keth | 
of thinking, and of judging for yourſelves. Sha the 
* 


ye practically approve, and heedleſsly follow the 


courl 
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wrle, convinced as vou are, in ſome degree, of is 
wil nature and awful conſequerices? Your' loſs, 

ough great, is not yet irreparable. The Lord 
peaks comfortably to the ons of the ſtranger ;'" 
le ranger, a character applicable not only to the 
nciles while in a heatheniſh fate, but to perſons? 
ho, with the name of Chriſtians, poſſeſs the ſpirit! 
f heathens. “ Alfo the ſons of the ſtranger, that 
in themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve Him; even 
hem I will bring to my holy mountain, and make 
em joyful in my houſe of prayer.” * This decla- 
tion proceeds from the mouth of Him © who ga- 
creth the outcaſts of Iſrael.” Double your dili- 
nce to redeem the time which careleſs and irreli- 
us parents have ſquandered away. Degenerate 
the world is, ye will find ſome ready to aſſiſt you 
religious purſuits ;—to miniſter ſound inſtruction, 
oleſome counſel, and abundant comfort. The 
ble is open for your inſpection, and offers its 
endly aid to them who: «© aſk the way to Zion 
th their faces thitherward.” The Father of mer- 
sis willing to take ſuch orphans, for orphans they 
, by the hand, and to lead them in the way of 
hteouſneſs. But remember that He leads them 
rith weeping and ſupplication.” Ye muſt be grieved 
your errors, and implore divine guidance. Parents 
im guardians, how undeſerving the name! could 
thave led you ſo far aſtray, had there not been in 
urſelves à natural propenfity to wander. The 
e of God's antient people is not foreign to yours. 
The leaders of this people cauſe them to err; and 
y, that are led of them, are deſtroyed.“ There 
che Lord ſhall have no joy in their young men; 
every one is an evil-doer, and every mouth 
ia keth folly.“ T The prophets propheſy falfcly, 
Wl the- prieſts bear rule by their means; and my 
*. 36 vis, y; . ü IG, % 
. Ia peop:e, 
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people love to have it ſo; and what will ye doi 
the end thereof? In theſe eireumſtances, the fin being 


ure, 


with 
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ful omiſſion of parents, who, in directing the reli 
gious condud of their children, ſhould mingle th 
wiſdom of the prophet with the ſanQity ot the prieſt 
cannot extenuate your guilt, nor alleviate your pu 
niſhment. © Every wan,” according to the law 
eternal equity, © thall bear his own burden.” “ 
thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf ; but, i 
thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear it.“ TP “ No 
chooſe the way of life, that it may be well wit 
thee, and with thy children for ever.” How ſha 
ye prevent their juſt complaints, if ye alſo, like ye 
own parents, be criminally negligent of your off 
Spring? And can ye care for their ſpiritual intereſi 
it ye neglect your own? 

Object. 8. By attending trigly to religion, w 
may end our gractleſs parents: and may loſe t 
favour of many, who might aſſiſt us in promoti 
our ſecular intereſt.” With reſpe& to the forme 
the queſtion is, whether ye ought to make any co 

ifon between offending earthly parents and ince 
ring the diſpleaſure of the Father of all ?-——T he 
anger is often without cauſe, His diſpleaſure alwa 
well founded; heirs temporal, His eternal; thet 
imply diſagrecable, His abſolutely deſtructi 


at will 
god; 
h me 


Though they may be fo highly difpleafed as to wii (upp 
draw their countenance and ſuppbrt; ye may confſ® me 
mit yourſelves with entire confidence to the proteſſſÞ®* tack 
tion of Providence and grace. Chriſt aſſures ugÞ"tail: 
that every one who hath forſaken father or mothꝗ hin 
fr His name's ſake, ſhall reccive an hundred fo Il be. 
and ſhall inheru everlaſting life. " Providen ind, i. 
often ſmiles remarkably on Poke who maniteſt ther tha 
attachment to truth in the face of a father's drei.“ 7 
frown, And, if they have little, that litile is a traf anc 

* Jer. v. 31. Þ+ Gal. vi. 5. 1 Prov, ix. 12. $5. Matt, xi« 2M Peter i 


ſu 


EARLY PIETY. _ 177 
fire, * better than the riches of many wicked,” 
being accompanied with the bleſſing of the Lord, 
with the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and with 
the enjoyment of all ſpiritual mercies. Nay, as re- 
gion excites induſtry, “the hand of the diligent 
reguently maketh rich,”! or at leaſt procures a decent 
ompetency ; while irreligion uſually conveys a moth _ 
nto worldly ſubſtance, and, when it works by diſſt- 
pation, has a natural tendency to conſume the pro- 
erty of men. Beſides, it ye comply not with 
he ſinful wiſhes of irreligious parents in a pruderit 
anner, expreſſing due veneration for their perſons, 
nd chearfully obeying their lawful commands, their 
ſentment will be ſoftened, and perhaps at length 
holly removed. There are many inſtances of pa- 
nts, who have difinherited a rebellious and extra- 
want ſon, but very few inſtances of their difinherit- 
ga religious child. Let them caſt you out of their 
uſe, and even out of their laſt wiLL ; God ſhall 
no wife caſt you out. What, it ye ſhould prove 
happy means of turning a profane parent from the 
xr of his way, and of faving his ſoul from death! 


1 

T he With reſpe&t to the world, —““ who is he 
wat will harm you, if ye be followers of that which 
ei od; and give an anſwer of the hope that is in you 


th meekneſs and fear?“ If ye loſe the favour 
| ſupport of ſome, the Lord, who has the hearts 
all men in his hand, can cafily incline unexpected 
e factors to aſſiſt you. The divine promiſe ſecures 
vitai-le meaſure of temporal bleſſings. Ir is faid 
him „ho walketh righteoufly,” that“ bread 
il be.given him, and his water ſhall be ſure.” + 
\nd, it ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, it is much 
ter that ye ſuff-r for well-doing than for evil: 
ng.” 1 With reſpect both to irreligious pa- 
sand profane connections, conſult not with 
Wb Peter iii. 23, 25. T II. XXXIIi. 46. } x Peter iii 17. 


10 fleſh 
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« fleth and blood,” but, like Paul, obey the heaven 
viſion. * Doth not wiſdom cry, and underſtandim ers, 
put forth her voice? Receive my inſtruction, te 
not ſilver, and knowledge rather than choice gold pies. 
My fon, attend to my words, incline thine ear unt 1: 
my ſayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes bit 
keep them in the midſt of thine heart. For they ar" a 
life unto thoſe that find them.“ * efiaſts 
Time would fail to enumerate and reſolve all ti ribu 
objections which young perfons may form agai 7k 
able 


religion. They may be reduced, we preſume, i 
thofe that we have ſtated and anſwered. If there of 


any other, materially ditterent, bring it to the ſandaiF* latt; 
of ſound reaſon, ef the Holy Scripture, and red. 

Chriſtian experience, and you will find it wantinW*2! tc 
When weighed in the balances of the ſanctus inner 
TEKEL muſt be its name. This juſt decifion wong 
ſuttieient to change your counte nance, and to-trouk th th 


your thoughts. 1 For, the conſequence is, that ti ¶teou 


thyſelf art found wanting, without even the ſkeletW the 
and ſhadow of a Chriſtian, If ye have the na for 
and form of religion, without its reality and ſpirit, Meeks 


ke of a 
1 wor! 
"Sy fo 


Ty ap 


add hypocriſy to ungodlineſs, and expoſe yourſel: 
to the ſevereſt vengeance of the Creator. W 
knoweth the power of his wrath?” Who then « 
endure it? The inſtruments of death, the fury « 


lian, and the rage of contending elements, are F Yani! 
ſo terrible, Nevertheleſs, Ichovah is now will" w. 
to bleſs you with peace, and to crown yeu ds, 
glory. Remember now thy Creator in the df ey 
of thy youth.” os 
This fubjeR furniſhes ſeveral Inferences. d will 
* 1. We may hence infer, the real defign and pi the ſ 
cipal ſcope of the bock of Eceleſiaſtes. Some hactly 
contended, that this book encourages the denia k is n 
Providence, and is favourable to the practice of if ons c 
Prov. vu. 2, 10. W. 80, 22, 22. + Dao. v. 6, 5. does 

och * Ecol; 
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ers, that it forbids all worldly pleaſure. Op- 
ie concluſions are thus drawn from the fame pre- 
niſes. The one concluſion is drawn by the infidel 
nale the ſenſualiſt ; the other by the blind enthuſiaſt 
xd bigotted monk. But both are falſe, and proceed 
om a miſtaken notion reſpecting the deſign of Ec- 
caſtes. It only points out the ſeemingly unequal 
tributions of Providence; aſſerts that, on the 
hole, the preſent ſituation of the righteous is pre- 
table to that of the wicked; and from the afflic- 
of the former and the apparent proſperity of 
„latter the certainty of a future judgment is in- 
ned. All things come alike to all; there is one 
„ent to the righteous and to the wicked. Though 
nner do evil a hundred times, and his days be 
on longed, yet ſurely I know that it ſhall be well 
mn them that fear God. God ſhall judge the 
W\tcous and the wicked.” *. Inſtead of encourag- 
get the denial of Providence and the practice of ſin, 
n rcefore, Ecclefiaſtes ſuppoſes the former, and 
ecks the latter. Solomon grants, only for the 
eie of argument, that the principles of ſenſualiſts 
WER worldlings are juft ; and on this ſuppoſition al- 
xs, for the ſame reaſon, that they may indulge 
ry appetite. He had already. proved, however, 
vanity of ſuch gratifications, and cloſes the ae- 
nt with a dreadful memento. Many quote theſe 
ids, “ Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth?” 
they immediately ſhut the book and ferget what 
lows; © know thou, that, for all theſe things, 
d will bring thee into judgment!“ Phe profane 
| the ſenſual eonſider not that their own temper 
xactly-deſcribed, « Beeruſe ſentence againſt an evil 


ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil.” 
does Solomon, on the other hand, prohibir the 


* 'Eccleſ, ix. 2. vili. 12. iii. 17. + Ecclel. viii 11. 
moderate 
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moderate uſe of temporal bleſſings ; but repreſenti te h 
the folly of making the world our portion. „Fot with 
every creature of God is good, and nothing to be and: 
refuſed, if it be received with thankſgiving.” *. The och 
evil lies in the abuſe, not in the nature and modeMiife. 

rate enjoyment of worldly comforts. It is not by in th 
conſidering detached verſes of this book, therefore earth 
but by attending to its main deſign and final reſult His! 
that we can learn the true meaning of Eccleſiaſtes M frm 
The text comprehends the ſum of its contents and it pre 
leading ſcope. The aim of the Royal Preacher is M 
to turn us away from the creature to the Creator and t 
even in that period of life when worldly pleaſure: good 
aſſume the moſt flattering appearance : . Remembei of the 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” Thi men: 
book, in fine, coincides with the general deſign of th how 


Scriptures, being ** profitable for doctrine, for e comf 
proof, for correction, and for inſtruction in righteoulY His? 
neſs.” +. the C 
2. Hence we may infer, that young perſons, whe piſer 
neglect religion, are inattentive at once to their dutij the b 
and their intereſt. Can their duty be more plain reſt, 
enjoined than in the paſſage before us, or mor there 
ſtrongly implied than in the character under whidl are 
God is repreſented? If thoſe, from whom as mean enen 
we derive our exiſtence, have a natural right to rel {lt 
pect and obedience; He who made us muſt ſurely Vith 
have an original and abſolute claim to our ſervices hono 
nay, to ous perſons. On this argument the pſalmiſſi erow 
dwells with pointed energy. “Serve the Lord witl tain | 
gladneſs, come. before his preſence with ſinging 
* Know ye that the Lord He is God, it is He tha 
hath made us, and not we ourſelves; we are hi 
people, and the ſheep of his paſture.” F Sinners rc 
bel againſt the firſt principles of reaſon, and thi 
cleareſt dictates of conſcience. They are a kind 0 
1 Tim. iv. 4. 1 Ti. iii, 465. . + PLe hk % 
1 monſter 
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e heart of a brute, Of an erect countenance; but 
with downcaſt eyes, they“ mind earthly things;“ 
and are digging in the pit of clay, when they ſhould 
ſeek for glory, - honour, immortality, and eternal 
life, Materialiſts in temper and practice, “ they are 
in the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe God.“ O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord!” Hear 
His law, and hear His goſpel. Believe both ; the 
former as it denounces condemnation, the latter as 
it proclaims forgiveneſs through the merit of Jeſus, 
« Without faith ig is impoſſible to pleaſe God: * 
and true faith is ever accompanied by holineſs and 


of the Creator. Ye-who arechildren, fee) attach- 
men: to any one who gives you a ſmall preſent. And 
how can ye neglect Him who gives life with all its 
comforts, the goſpel with all its bleſſings, His Son, 


the Giver “ abideth faithful” in puniſhing the deſ- 
wha piſers of His goodneſs. They had their choice of 
duty the bleſſing and the curſe ; and where ſhall the blame 
nll reſt, if they chooſe the latter? How inattentive, 


are you in forgetting God! You prefer the worſt 
enemy to the beſt Friend; the greateſt danger to ab- 
ſolute ſafety ; death to life; riches that fly away 
with the rapidity of an eagle to durable treaſures ; 
honours that wither in one ſhort day to an immortal 
crown ; and pleaſures which ſoon cloy to the Foun- 
tain of living waters! 


e hiſf tant, and honourable work. Conſidering their na- 
S ICY tural ignorance and depravity, the power of tempta- 
Ci don, and the influence of evil example, how requi- 


1d 0 * Heb, x1. 6, 
3. R lite 
iter 


monſters.in nature; having the face of a man, but 


good works, or by a pure and practical remembrance 


His Spirit, Himſelf? But, if theſe gifts be rejected, 


therefore, to your own intereſt, my young hearers, 


3. We may hence infer, that to promote the ſpi- 
tha ritual welfare of the young, is a neceſſary, impor- 
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ite a friendly monitor to teach and to reprove, tf 
Naarn and to encourage them, with reſpeQ to religion! 
No work can be of greater importance to themſelves, 
and others; to the church, and the Rate ; to the pre- 
- ſent generation, and to poſterity. All, under Proyj- 
dence, depends on the early and proper culture c 
the mind. The defign of education is, to form t 
future man and the future Chriſtian for diſcharging 
the various duties of life, with credit to himfelf, with 
comfort to connections, and with advantage to ſo- 
ciety ; to prepare a rational creature for the ſerviee 
of the. Creator, and for the cnjoyment of a happy 
. eternity. The maxim of Solomon has the force « 
a law: Train up a child in the way he ſhould go; 
-and when he is old he will not depart from it.“ 
How dignifying the employ ! Solomon, the vwiſeſt 
and greateſt king who ever ſwayed a ſceptre, did not 
reckon it beneath his dignity. Nay, concern about 
the rifing generation was one of the brighteſt jewels 
in his crown. To promote their ſpiritual welfa 
is to be a worker together with God. If we bei 
ſtrumental in converting one ſoul, it is worth 
Iabour of a whole life; and is a greater honour con 
ferred on us than vaſt-treaſures, military atchieve 
ments, regal-power, or literary fame, can beſtow, It 
produces the freſheſt, moſt blooming, and moſt du 
Fable laurels. Let parents, particularly, be fired 
-with this noble ambition, and inſtil religious inſtrue lig: 
tions, drop by drop, into the minds of their childret 
Endeavour, by a due mixture of authority and ten 
derneſs, to command their attention and to conciliatt 
their love. Second inſtruction by example, ant 


crown it with prayer. Let the children of you 
vows be actually conſecrated to the Lord; and thi 
object of your fondeſt hopes be reared for immor 
2ality. Thus their ſouls may be expected to proſ 


Prov. xxii. 6. 
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ger; and their © bones“ to ! flouriſh like an herb.“ 
Let not the religious care of one parent be coun- - 
teracted by the careleſſneſs of the other. Both + 
ſhould heartily. concur in this labour of love; the 
firm authority of the father being tempered with the 
more gentle perſuaſion of the mother. Solomon takes 
particular notice of the religious care which his mo- 
ther exercifed towards him. Infinuating and pa- 
thetic was the ſtyle of her addreſs: ** What, my 
ſon ? And what, the ſon of my womb ?' And what, 
the ſon of my vaws?” * | Here is ample ſcope for 
parental fondneſs. Its feelings on this ſubje& can-- 
of not be too tender, nor its expreſſions too lively. 
goz ! O that Iſhmael might live before Thee! f — 
Ve who are teachers of youth, and poſſeſſed of au- 
thority, whether in a wider or narrower ſphere, bend 
your attention to this ſubject. It. ĩs of real and vaſt 
magnitude. The angels of God deſpiſe not theſe 
little ones; and for them the Lord of angels died, 
that He might “ ſee of the travail of His ſoul, 
and be ſatisfied. Shall not we, then, „travail in 
I birth till Chriſt be formed in them?“ Are not the 
pains of ſuch labour compenſated by the pleaſant 
conſequences, and even ſelf-rewarded ? Sh 

4. We may hence infer, ground and matter of ad- 
dreſs to ſeveral claſſes of perſons. . | 

Fin, to young perſons who are-carelefs about re- 
ligion. Youth of this deſcription, it is to be 
feared, conſtitute the greater part of every audience, 
our expectations from the world are ſanguine. 
at would not attempt to undeceive you, were it not 
ani for your good. But what is the world, with all its 
youenjoyments, if ye remain objects of divine diſplea- 
ure? Even, in this early ſtage, your diſappointments 
mori have been numerous and ſevere. The longer that 
proſſſ any live, eſpecially if they live without Gad, they will 

+ Prov. xxxi. 2. f Cen. vii. 48. 
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find the obſervation of Solomon to be the more juſt: Hir 
„All is vanity and vexation of ſpirit.” Conkide tene 
the certainty and importance of death. There is able 
nothing more difficult than to perſuade thoſe who ate con 
in health, and in the vigour of life, that one day the 
they ſhall be ſick and die. Reflect on the multi- will 
tudes around you, daily ſinking into the grave. Be- tant 


hold “ the mourners'” Who“ go about the ſtreets.” I it is 
Read the pompous leſſons of mortality affixed to the uſua 
houſes of the great. Imitate not the inhabitants riod 
Who revel within, while their very glory points ta the'1 
the tomb. Can their thoughtlefsneſs, or yours, keep All c 
death at a diſtance, or retard its approach one mo. I com 
ment? Perſons may make a ſhift to live without re Necho 
ligion, but how ſhall they die without it; and wherq God, 
appear in the day of judgment? Man, 'by the con bapp 
ſtitution of his rational nature, and by the will offi R. 
God, is an immortal being. Am I immortal? Andi Atte 
is not the queſtion of the greateſt importance: ſhallFreligi 
I be miſerable or happy for ever? What is theEwhen 
cauſe of all the diftrefles of life, the cauſe of death ou 
and of anxious thoughts about a future ſtate ; foi He 
theſe ſometimes unavoidably riſe in the mind? part r 
_ Search the Scriptures, and they will tell you, that itt the 


is tin. All are, by nature, both guilty and depravedWlumec 
Can repentance and obedience atone for tranſgreſ h þ, 
ſion, and procure eternal life? Sooner will a man 
who has tranſgreſſed the law of his country, and is 
chargeable with a capital offence, make reparatio 
by his ſorrow, and ſubjection in future. Sin is a 
offence infinitely atrocious, and multiplied beyone 
Teckoning. It fills a ſcro!l ample as the Heavens 
and black as hell. Without infinite merit and effieri 
cacious grace, we are undone for ever. But a me); 
ritorious and Almighty Saviour is provided, ſent, and 
offered ;—offered to you. This Saviour is Jeſus 
the Son of God. The Creator, as —_— | 

im 
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Him, is LOVE, and ſtands with arms of merey ex- 
ter tended to receive the wandering, to bleſs the miſer«*- 
jo able, and to fave the loſt. In the exerciſe of faith 
are come to Jeſus, and to God by Him. How ſtrong 
lay the encouragement ! Him that cometh to 8 » 
i-M will in no wiſe caſt out.“ Youth is an impor- - 
tant and critical ſeaſon. In a moral point of view - 
it is the grand climacteric, in whieh a great change 
uſually takes place. Soon, however, ſoon that pe- 
riod paſſeth away. Solomon ſpeaks not of the years, 
the months, the weeks, but of “ the days of youth.“ 
All ofir days are an hand- breadth, —as nothing, when 
compared with eternity. I therefore adviſe, beſeech, 
exhort, and charge you, as ye regard your duty to 
God, and your own eternal welfare; as ye would be 
happy now, ſafe in death, and bleſſed for ever; to 
Remember your Creator in the days of youth.“ 
Attend to perſonal and ſocial, to private and publie, 
religion. © When thou goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; 
when. thou ſteepeſt, it ſhall keep thee; and wh 
thou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with thee.“ t — 
„Hear me now, therefore, O ye children, and de- 
rt not from the words of my mouth ; leſt ye mourn 
at the laſt, when-your fleſh and your bodies are con- 
ſumed; and ſay, how have we hated inſtruction, and 
ur hearts defpiſed reproof! And have not obeyed 
the voice of our teachers, nor inclined our ear to 
iggmem that inftruted us!” 4 Such is the horrible 
onlend of thoſe who are obſtinately deaf to the voice of 
perſuaſion, of merey and truth, of God, and of man. 
Secondly, J addreſs myſelf to young perſons-who + 
tend to religion. We hope that ſome of this de- 
eription are preſent. Converſion, in any period of 
fe, but eſpecially in the days of youth, is a valua- 
le privilege, This greatly enhances the bleſſing: 
It is, however, entirely free; and you are indebted 
John vi. 574 + Prov. vi. 22. f Prov. v. 7, 11, 12. 
5 | Te © 4 
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to ſovereign grace alone for the diſtinction between 
you and others. You have ſpecial reaſon to praiſe 
the Lord, who favoured you with the means of re- 
ligious knowledge, and who made theſe means effec. 
tual. Be not diſcouraged on account of the 
oppoſition you may meet with from the world, and 
even from near connections. Imitate © Him who 
endured the contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf.” 
- Expect not that the glow which attends reli. Wind o 
gious affections in early youth will continue un- ud th 
abated ; nor that the ſpecial manifeſtations of divine N auſt 
favour, then uſually beſtowed, will be alway? the Wplaci 
ſame. Religious affections receive a tincture from Wuege, 
our conſtitution, and from our period of life. It igWhcrit 
neceflary too that we meet with various afflitions;Wilics 
for the trial, exerciſe, and improvement of Chriſtian hung 


nf 
ſpirit - 
kelior 
this is 
Mmm 
oung 
uviot 
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graces. At all times, however, truſt in the LordWededly 
as your guide and guardian; rejoice in Him as your chil 
friend and portion. Diligently improve the meansWopcrio 
of ſpir tual light, ſtrength, and comfort. Be muchW de 
in prayer; and © as new-born babes, defire the ſin bis c- 
cere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby.“ N hu 
——— Attend as well to perſonal as to public religionxious 
Theſe God hath joined together, and it is at our Suffi 


peril if we attempt to ſeparate them. Beware, a day 
the ſame time, of that indifference to truth whichSy un 
is recommended under the ſpecious name of charity ing it 
Real * charity rejoiceth in the truth, + both as Mhtco 
principle of ſincerity, and the matter of our proſeſſpon-da 
fion. Let your zeal be at once active and prudent} 7h: r, 
fervent and mild, inflexible and humble ;—havinSve be 
truth for its object; and for its ends, the glory yo 
God and the beſt intereſts of men. Be © zeaic kinc 
lous of good works” as the evidences of faith, an wards 
the moſt convincing proofs of a ſincere profeſſioſſſe idol: 
Shew that the difference between you and othei thou v 


# 2 Pet, ii. 4. + 1 Cor. xiii. 6. Eph, v. 
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nſiſts not merely in name and appearance, but in 
pirit and reality. Watch againſt apoſtacy in pro- 
kllion, or in practice, and, above all, in heart; for 
his is the root of both the former. Prudentiy re- 


he mmend religion to others, and particularly to the 
nd Foung. Endeavour to convince them by your be. 
ho Waviour and practice, that godlineſs ſweetens the 


emper and cheers the heart; that it produces all the 
nd offices of friendſhip and all the charities of lifez 
id that inſtead of covering the brow with the gloom 
{ auſterity, it makes the countenance to ſhine with 
plac®luſtre, Reprove them for fin in mild lan- 
age, or by an expreſſi ve filence ; not in terms of 
perity and rage. Make allowance for youthful 
lies (I ſpeak not of vices); and mingle with the 
zung in their lawful amuſements: but keep de- 
dedly within the line of duty and decorum. «« Walk 
z children of light.” * Be not elated with your 


angFWpcrior attainments ; nor, on the other hand, fink 
neh deſpondency under trials. By grace ye ſtand.” 
fin 


bis conſideration ought to inſpire you with increaſ. 
g humility, and with growing fortitude. Avoid 
ixious ſolicitude about afflictions yet tO be endured, 
Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof.“ T « Ag 
„days, fo ſhall thy ſtrength be. © Commit thy 
nen unto the Lord; truſt alſo in Him, and He ſhall 
ing it to paſs.” And He ſhall bring forth thy 
Wicouſneſs as the light, and thy judgment as the 
on-day,” | | 
Thirdly, I would addreſs myſelf to perſons who 
e been converted in early youth, and are now 
yond that period of life. The Lord remembers 
e kindneſs of your youth. the firſt labour of love 
wards the Father of mercies. Then renounci 
e idolatry of fin, and perhaps, worldly advantages, 
chou wenteſt after Him in the wilderneſs, in a land 
Eph, v. 8. + Matt. vi. 34+ | Deut. xaxiii. 25. 0 Pl. axxvii. 8 7. 
| | at 


4 


186 " EARLY- PIETY; 


that was not ſown.” Then ſpiritual . Tfrasl is hol 
neſs to the Lord. That invaluable and brillia 
gem being fet in youthful vigour, is „like an app 

of gold in a picture ot ſilver.” Remember t 


le,” 
en v 
eſpair 
nd, 


kindneſs of the Lord to you with thankfulneſs, jo lim, 
and praiſe. Let not the ſtones of remembraneWo: i: 
which once you reared with diligent hands and gods t 
ing hearts, moulder away or remain without notiefW yo 
How thick they ſtand! How majeſtically they riſſtion 
Here, the good Shepherd found me-a loſt ſheeſſying 
gathered me with his arm, and carried me in hrtior 
boſom.” « There, the ſorr»ws of de conffid thr 
pafied me, I found trouble and forrow : then calledWrk \ 
upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I beſeech thou 
deliver my ſoul! I was brought low, and He help e 
me. Thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death, an Laft 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.“ far 
this place, I loſt a dear friend; but a voicefrom H: reato 
ven ſaid, thy God liveth and reigneth. "—<« In things, 
ſpot, the enemy thurſt ſor2, that I might fall; aſhar 
my God helped me.” —— Yonder, as from an em atio 
nence, I de cried the King in his beaaty ; and i ye 
pleaſant land beyond the deep, but dividing wateWd cri 
of Jordan.” Hitherto, therefore, Chriſtia vor 
hitherto the Lord hath been your guide, proteQouſed, 
and comforter. You have been led through malle 
difficulties, protected amidſt numberleſs dangers, ae co 
crowned with tender mercies. O forget not favouſſſÞcnov 
ſo great and manifold! Let your time and talen cc 
the facultics of the mind and the powers of the bodies 


be conſecrated and devoted to the ſervice of yo ene; 
God. Depending on divine aid, maintain your ie. 

tegrity ; nav grow in grace, notwithſtanding the Im, v 
lurements of the world, the temptations of Sata can 
and the deceitfulneſs of fin. Rejoice that yoſ'ncer 


God changeth not. When «« troubled on eve (hal 


* Jer. ii. 2, 3. N de * Jo 
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lc,” you need © not” be inwardly “ diſtreſſed:“ 
en when © caſt down,” you need © not” be“ in 
eſpair.” To faith, God is ever preſent, and ever 
ind, © Though thou ſayeſt, thou ſhalt not ſee 
im, yet judgment is before Him; therefore truſt . 
zou in Him.” “ That power which made and up- 
ds the world is engaged for your preſent ſafety, 
nd your eternal happineſs. Amidſt the very diſſo- 
tion of Nature, the Chriſtian lives and triumphs, 
wing: © God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
tion for ever.“ Here, is the ſtaff of declining age, 
d thBcordial of a dying wan.— Here, even in the 
ark vale of death, is the dawn of“ a morning 
thout clouds,” and of “ clear ſhining after rain;“ 
« everlaſting light,” and unſullied « glory.“ 
Laftly, I would ſay a few words to perſons who 
e far advanced in life, and yet unmindful of their 
feator. What fruit” have «© ye had in thoſe 
ings, whereof ye are now,” or ought to be 
aſhamed ?”+ They have ended in vanity and 
ration of ſpirit. The filly and tame captives of 
ye have been completely duped by that deceitful 
d cruel tyrant. On a review of your life, what 
n you behold but talents miſemployed, privileges 
uſed, and mercies forgotten? Keen and hopeleſs 
collection of theſe things is at hand. An inſen- 
e conſcience and a treacherous memory are things 
known in the place of torment. The days are 
» come when ye have no pleaſure; death ad- 
nces with wide and rapid ſteps to ſhut the gloomy 
tne; and to open one a thouſand times more ter- 
e. That furrowed brow will not be regarded by 


he Am, with whom „ there is no reſpe& of perſons,” 
Sata can thoſe grey hairs ſcreen you from the ſtroke 
t yo ncenſed juſtice, © The ſinner an hundred years 


ſhall be aceurſed.“ } How ſhall he eſcape who 


* Job, xxxv. 14 + Rom, vii 21. 1. lxv, 3 
ave 
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have ſo long deſpiſed the great Saviour and tho grea ¶ cert 
ſalvation; But «to you,” even to you, „is the word umſt 
of this ſalvation” yet “ ſent.” © To you,“ even at 
the laſt, God, having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, b. 
hath ' ſent Him to bleſs you.” * Whoſoever be 

lieveth in Him ſhall not periſh, but have eternal 
life.“ By faith in Jeſus you ſhall be redeemedMconr 
from deſtruction, and your ſoul be invigorated a 
« the fleſh of a child.“ T Remember now th 
Creator.” Thus the life, that was ſpent in lo 
purſuits, ſhall be concluded with true grandeur; thi 
hearty that was forgetful of God, ſhall ref in hi 
boſom ; and the mouth, which perhaps was fall o 
.curſing, ſhall breathe its laſt in the accents of praye ectu 
and praiſe : “ Into thine hand I commit my ſpirit 


Thou haſt redeemed me, Q. Lord God. of truth * 


END OF THE TENTH SERMON. 
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Eccues. xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator in thi 
days of thy youth. 


TY te walk circumſpeAly”$ is the duty of a 
Chriftians. They ſhould look around then 
as. the word ſignifics, like thoſe who travel in a wal 
beſet with ſnares, dangers, and enemies. Satan, th: 
world, and fin, combined and deadly foes, lea: 
nothing untried to entangle and to deſtroy us. Wirehe 
onght to watch while we walk; and to take heec 
leſt they gain any advantage. Things, in then 
ſelves indifferent, nay proper and commendable i: 


. 
Act xiii. 26, John iii. 15, + Job. xxxiti, 25, f Pf, x. 11 
a J Eph. v. 25. a Ke T 
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certain degree, often prove, eſpecially in ſome cir- 
4mſtances, extremely hurtful to the ſoul. A greater 
jumiber perhaps are ruined by ſuch things, than by 
jets ſinful and groſsly abominable in their own 
ture. The worldling abuſes riches; and, to the 
iſe profeſſor of religion, the goſpel proves * the 
hour of death unto death.” «© The appearance 
f evil” ſhould be guarded againſt with equal care 
s evil itfelf. The adverſary of ſouls, when he 
nds that, through the force of a religious education 
nd the reſtraints of conſcience, the young dare not 
Wand will not “ run to an exceſs of riot,” attempts 
v enſnare them more artfully, and alas! too often 
ſectually. I ſhall, therefore, conclude theſe diſ- 
ourſes with a few advices, ſome of which, though 
vt directly of a religious kind, are nevertheleſs 
arly connected with religion, and tend to confirm 
s ſpirit and its praQtice.—The advices may be 
afſed under the following heads, namely, dreſs, 
nuſements, reading, the choice and management of 
uſineſs, conne tions, duty to parents, and the in- 
h ,ment of time. | | 
I. DRESS. Advice on this ſubject is highly re- 
wiſite, Many, not among the young only, but the 
iddle-aged and the old, of both ſexes, are paſ- 
mately fond of adorning their perſons, and ſer- 
lelv adopt every whimſical and extravagant mode, 
hey plume themſelves on the finery and faſhion 
[their apparel. For the great and the rich, who 
ve more time and money to: ſpare, ſome excuſe 
ay be allowed. Nevertheleſs even they are juſtly 
rehenfible, if they go to an extreme in laviſhing 
kay their hours and their 4ubſtance on very vanity. 
it for thoſe in midling circumſtances to ſtrain ever 
ve to rival tNeir ſuperiors in the coſtlineſs, ſplen- 
ur, and gaiety of attire, is the height of folly. 
or is it without fin; being a ſign of pride, a waſte 


1 
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of money, and an attempt to deſtroy the diſtinction 
of rank, wiſely appointed by Providence for the wel. 


T 
fare of fociety both. civil and religious. The me. 17 
chanic rivals his maſter, his maſter aſſumes the ap- un 
pearance of the fine gentleman, and the gentleman att 
apes the courtier. In the male ſex, ſuch rivalſhip if eve 
the certain mark of an effeminate, though ambitiou for 
ſpirit. - Even in the other ſex, the immoderate lovg her 
of finery betrays a weak mind. Great allowance tion 
however, ſhould be made for the latter, which th ticu 
former cannot expect. Formed by nature to pleaſe conc 
and being the beſt judges of. external decorations grea 


ſecluded too, in a great degree, from the buſtle ¶ and 
active life, and from intercourſe with the worl the | 
« Can women forget their ornaments?” * It is inf vani 
poſſible, indeed, to preſcribe any fixed rules on W's tr 
ſubje& ſo variable as dreſs. Much muſt be che ſ 
to diſcernment and prudence, But ſurely the Apo dium 
tle ſpeaks not in vain, when he gives the followiij the g 
exhortation : © Be not conformed to this world. N deſpi. 
This paſſage, when compared with another, whighzcbel 
the ſame Apoſtle delivers, ſnews, that it is ineo of pre 


ſiſtent with the profeſſion of godlineſs even for in ot 
men to be extremely ſolicitous about dreſs, efpeciaFWUyſreme 
when it ſuits not their ſtadon, and is adopted by adopt 
looſe part of the ſex : I will that women adorn thegF®1 olc 
ſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhame-facedneſs felean 
ſobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pegfeireun 
or coſtly array; but, which becometh women pi furn 
feſſing godlineſs, with good works.” 4 The apoWarel x 
Peter writes on this ſubject fill more particulagſ® perp- 
His caution is addrefſed eſpecially to thoſe in ers nc 
married ſtate: ** whoſe. adorning, let it not be "at de 
outward adorning, of plaiting the hair, and of n. 
ing of gold, or of putting on of apparel ; but Ie'ghteo 


be the hidden man of the heart, in that whie ß 
Jer. ii, 32. + Rom. xi.s, f 1 Tim. il. 9, 0 2 R 
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not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight of God of great 
price.”*® Not that it is univerſally and abſolute! 

unlawful to wear rich and ſplendid attire, Suc 

attire is mentioned in Scripture without cenſure, and 
even with approbation. * "The virtuous woman,“ 
for inſtance, ** maketh herſelf coverings of tapeſtry ; 
her cloathing is ſilk and purple.” + Pradent atten- 
tion to dreſs is proper and commendable in all, par- 
ticularly in the young. Slovenly attire is the uſual 
concomitant of a weak, or of a vicious mind. The 


ns greater part, however, go to the oppoſite extreme; 
le ¶ and may call the worm their ſiſter, being decked like 
oY the butterfly, and bugs. about on the wings of 
im vanity, the mere inſects of a day. We ſhould, it 
on Wis true, “ provide things honeſt” and becoming © in 
e the ſight of all men.” 1 But there is ſurely a me- 


po dium between the affected plainneſs of a Quaker, and 
wil the gawdy array of a beau or of a belle. TFhefe are 
Id. deſpicable characters; and the latter imitates le- 
Which zebel, rather than the virtuous woman. & Inſtead 
noo! procuring eſteem, ſhe becomes, to the diſcerning, 
r an object of averſion and contempt. ——Avoid ex- 
ecial tremes on either hand. Be not among the firſt to 
by ⸗dopt a new faſhion, nor among the laſt to lay afide 
theY*n old one. Let your drefs be decent and fimple, 
ofs Aelean and neat; ſuitable to your age, ſtation, and 
peil eireumſtances; the image of a chaſte heart, and of 
en pf furniſhed underſtanding. .——Confider, that ap- 
apoffparel was introduced by fin, that it is conſequently 
cylaF perpetual badge of our original ſhame ; that it-con- 
e in ers no real excellence, and covers no crime; and 
be chat death will diveſt you of every external decora- 
Action. Let cloathing remind you of the robe of 
ut IM ighteouſneſs, which is neceſſary for the defence and 
whic | 
95 0. 


* pet. iii. 3,4. 4 Prov. xxxi. 22. : 
+ Rom, Xii. 47. § 2 Kings ix. 30. Prov. xxxi. 
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beauty of the ſoul. © Put ye. on the Lord Jeſus 
+Chriſt,” that ye may in truth-adopt the language of 
the evangelical prophet: I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my foul ſhall be joyful in my God; for He 
hath covereth me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as 
a bridegroom: decketh himſelf with ornaments, and 
as a bride adorneth herſelf with her jewels.“ At- 
tend to the ornaments. of the mind, rather than to 
thaſe of the body, © Be clothed with humility,” 
attractive as the ſober evening ſky. ©. Put on cha- 
rity,“ that beautiful girdle * which is the bond of 
perfectneſs. F Earneſtly deſire and habitually ma- 
nifeſt wiſdom, benevolence, faith, hope, patience, 
meekneſs, and other graces of the divine Spirit; 
more precious than garments of wrought gold, more 
glorious than the gay attire of Nature, and more 
laſting than the mantle which the Heavens preſent 
to our view. | | 
II. AMUSEMENTS. Relaxation is neceſſary 
to all, eſpecially to the young. It is requiſite for 
the health of the body, and the vigour of the mind. 
Nature demands intervals of repoſe and reereation, 
and therefore theſe are lawful. and proper. But let 
your amuſements be innocent and ſalutary, moderate 
and ſeaſonable, conſiſtent with reaſon, and conſiſtent 
with a good conſcience. Domeſtic and chearful diſ- 
courſe; inſtructive and entertaining books; the viſit 
of an agreeable friend; walking, particularly in a 
garden; and various exerciſes ſuited to the ſexes reſ- 
pectively, - unbend the mind, raiſe the ſpirits, and 
-promote health. Make not pleaſure, however, the 
| uſineſs of life ; draw it not off to its dregs, nor ſub- 
ſtitute poiſon for medicine. Amuſements, lawful in 
themſelves, become ſinful and dangerous when pur- 
ſued to an immoderate degree, at an unſeaſonable 
ume, or in vicious company. Other paſtimes are 
# If, lxi, 10, + 1 Pet, v. 5. Col. iii 14. 
| criminal 
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criminal ĩn their own nature and tendency.— All di- 
verſions, on which we cannot conſiſtently aſk and 
warrantably expect the divine bleſſing; all diver- 
ſions, unfavourable to ſerious converſation, which 
indiſpoſe- the mind for religious exerciſes, and are 
ſo encompaſſed with ſnares that not one perſon of a 
thouſand eſcapes unhurt, ſhould be avoided. 
Here we muſt warn you plainly againſt two kinds of 
amuſement, around which faſhion has thrown a de- 
lufive charm. The one, is gaming, the other, 
theatrical arverſions-.. 
1. Gaming. The rage for deep play, and parti- - 
cularly for cards, 1s a prominent feature in the cha- 
racter of the preſent age. You can hardly go into 
a company, eſpecially in the winter-evenings, where 
cards are not introduced to ſpend the time. Such an 
amuſement, however, is well known to offend many 
ſerious perſons; and thoſe not of the weaker fort, . 
but intelligent, lively, prudent Chriſtians. This 
confideration alone ſhould have weight at leaft with 
profeſſors of religion, to abſtain from it. It is a 
{mall ſacrifice to the conſciences of your brethren, 
who, whether they be weaker or ſtronger than you, 
ought not to be offended. You can be at no loſs for 
an .agreeablez. inoffenſive, and better ſubſtitute. 
The paſſionate fondneſs of the baſeſt characters for 
this amuſement, is ſufficient to create a ſuſpicion of 
its propriety and. lawfulneſs. Is not this game 
known to have a faſcinating effect on the mind, eſpe- 
cially when money is ſtaked? Can it deſerve the 
name of relaxation, and does it tend to promote 
cither mental or bodily vigour ; while it fo deeply 
engages the heart, and abſorbs every manly, gene- 
rous, and religious thought? We go not too far 
when we aſſert, that gaming nouriſhes the paſſions 
which it is our duty and real intereſt to ſuppreſs. 
Anger, deceit, and I" may be reckoned = 
2 Vile - 
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vile produce. It is a genteel way of picking the 
pocket, though honour be ſuppoſed to preſide at the 
- gaming-table. Tt is the grave of rational converſa- 
tion, the bane of true friendſhip, the whirlpool of 
induſtry ;—makes thipwreek ct conſcience, and ruing 
many ſouls. Mark the countenance of the gameſter, 
clouded by anxiety, ſharpened by avarice, tortured 
by diſappointment, or wearing the grin of ſucceſs, 
for we cannot call it the tranquil and benevolent 
fmile of joy. But the ſtake is trifling.” Then 
you experience the ſame effects, though in a leſs 
degree. Do ye know where to ſtop, and ſay to the 
deſire of play or of gain, ** hitherto ſhalt thou go, 
and no farther.” Evil is of a progreſſive and ſedue- 
ing. nature. Thouſands have been ruined, who 
began to throw the dice or to ſhuffle the cards for a 
ſixpence. be ſentiments of merchants and 
tradeſmen on this ſubject are of no ſmall weight, 
Experience, the beſt teacher and a faithful witneſs, 
hath proved that gaming is a vicious habit, the in- 
dulgence of which is particularly dangerous to youth, 
and eminently - hurtful to the intereſts of ſociety. 
But though the former bind their apprentices to ab- 
ſtain from this vice, many of themſelves ſet the ex- 
ample; and we need not wonder that it ſhould be 
copied. Nay, how ſhocking, that, in a nation, 
bearing the Chriſtian name, this ſpecies of iniquity 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed by law! In vain Government 
endeavours to ſuppreſs gaming-tables of a certain 
deſcription, while it holds out the lure of a PUB- 
LIC LOTTERY ; an impolitical, finful, and dan- 
gerous ſcheme of raiſing money. It has beggared 
thouſands, and really enriches none. It leads to 
the ruin of individuals, particularly of mechanics 
and ſervants; and increaſes the general corruption 
of morals. Anxiety of mind, negle& of buſineſs, 
intemperance, poverty, thett, and ſuieide, are in its 
2 8 train. 
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train. It deſerves the ſevereſt reprobation from 


every ſerious man and good citizen. If you en- 
courage that wicked, abominable, arid enſnaring 
ſcheme, by your voice or example; you contribute to 
its native and pernicious conſequences. I envy not 
the principles nor the feelings of the man, who 


duſtry, enhanced by toil, and ſweetened with the 
approbation of a good conſcience! _ 
The fatal effects of gaming, however, are not the 


chance are contrary to the unerring rule which ſhould 
regulate our conduQt. There is an effential differ- 


2 Jon ſecond cauſes, there is a tacit appeal to Provi- 
d dence for a decifion. The lot is ſaid to be . wholly 
it. of the diſpoſing of the Lord.“ It ſhould therefore 
ls, be uſed only in caſes of extreme difficulty, on weighty 


n- Woccafions, and with prayer to the Supreme Diſpoſer 


hy Hof events. All the inſtances of uſing the lot recorded 
J. Win Scripture are of ſuch a kind. Canaan was di- 
b- Yrided by lot. F The mariners in the veſſel with 
X- Wſonah caft lots to learn what man on-board ſhould 


be Ide thrown into the fea. + Matthias was choſen to 


MN, Ie Apoſtleſhip by lot. To uſe the lot, then, on 
trifling occafions, for mere amuſement, and without 
any ſerious regard to the will of the Almighty, is to 
abuſe it, to profane the ſacred name, and to proſtitute 
a divine ordinance. Shall we tempt Providence for 
dur ſport, or our diſhoneſt gain? Fortune is the 
dol whom gameſters worſhip, and the very name is 
unbecoming one who profeſſes to believe an over- 


eſs * Prov. xvi. 33. + Numb. xavi. 55, 56. 
| 110 * Jonah 3 7 8 A 26. f ; 
zin. | 3 events. 


can be pleaſed with the greateſt prize at ſuch an ex- 
pence. How different from the gain of honeſt in- 


only, nor the principal, objection to it. Games of 


ence between ſuch games, and thoſe of mere ſkill. 
In the uſe of any thing that depends not immediately 


uling Providence in the leaſt, as in the greateſt _ 
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events. When the game turns againſt them, they 
always murmur inwardly againſt the ſecret hand that 

direQs the chance, and ſometimes expreſsly curſe it. 
If, byTthis hand, they mean Providence, it is dread- 
ful preſumption ; and if they mean any other inviſi- 
ble power, it is groſs idolatry. Indeed oaths are the 
uſual diate of the gaming-table ; and are the native 
conſequence of that temper of mind which cards and 
dice inſpire. On the whole, profeſſors of religion 
muſt at leaſt grant, that theſe have the appearance 
of evil; and even from if our profeſſion obliges us 
to abſtain. *. |; 

2. Theatrical diverſions. Theſe are improper 
and unhallowed amuſements. Viewing them even 
with reſpe& to bodily health, they are prejudicial. 
The lateneſs of the hour, the ſeaſon of the year, and 
eloſeneſs of the air produced by the croud, and 
noxious 'perfumes, greatly injure the conſtitution, 
Many have fallen a facrifice to colds and conſump- 
tions caught at the theatre. The fever of the paſs 
fions, which a deep tragedy or a well-written comedy 
naturally excites, inflames the blood, and debilitates 
the whole frame. Pleaſures are intended to ſtreng- 
then or reſtore nature; and if theatrical diverſions 
be an excellent reſtorative, why have not phyſicians 
recommended them? But were a medical 'man to 
give ſuch an advice to his patients and friends,—an 
advice equally unſuitable to the weak and the ſtrong, 
the ſedentary and the active; he would be. juſtly 
laughed at as a' fool, or abhorred as a villian.— 
The immorality of plays, however, at leaſt as they 
are, and have been uſually conducted, is a mor 
ſerious conſideration. Many indeed contend ftre- 
nuouſly that ſuch amuſements are means of cheek- 
ing vice, and of encouraging virtue. If this be true, 
clear, and confirmed by the obſervation and ex 

8 Thiel v. 4 
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perience of ages and nations, how ſtrange and unac- 


b © countable, that a Chriſtian king, anxious to pro- 
„ mote morality among his ſubjects, ſhould never once 
mention it in the Roya/ patent? Are not play-houſes * 
. B ſhut up by authority of the civil magiſtrate dur- 
e Wing part of the year which ſuper/tition has conſe- 
e Ecrated ? (Though they are then open for oratortios, 
che moſt ſhocking proſtitution of things ſacred, that 
a © was perhaps ever invented).—No flight preſumption 
e Jof the opinion, that virtue would be endangered, 
is were liberty to attend the theatre then granted. 

If the play houſe be the ſchool of virtue, why is it 
er not put on a level with churches, chapels, and the 
n meetings of Diſſenters? Why is it not opened at 
l. J leaſt on the evening of the Lord's day, as a mean 
ad ſubordinate to the preaching of the word. Some 
ad MY atlert, it is true, that they have received more good 
n. from a play than they ever received from a ſermon. 
p- But have they made a fair trial of both? Have they 
aſ. really heard the faith and morality of the goſpel ? 
dy Or, do they know that the word preached proves 
tes I unprofitable to many, through their own unbelief 
g- and wickedneſs? That ſuch perſons receive. you | 
ons from the theatre, may be true in their ſenſe of the 
ans term. If we examine their idea of the good which 
\ tothe play-houſe furniſhes, we ſhall find that they 
an mean acquaintance with the manners of the great, 
ng, knowledge of ſuppoſed virtues and real vices, the 
ſtly charms of a roving fancy, and the pleaſure of tears. 
hut reaſon and obſervation prove that all thefe things 
hey zre very different from morality. It is not virtue 
zoref herſelf with whom the admirers of plays are 
ſtre - charmed ; but her falſe image decked in meretri- 
ek · N cious ornaments. The effect is merely mechanical. 
rue, I hey weep at fictitious woe, and ſhut their ears 
ex-I:gainſt the cries of the widow and the orphan. It 

is doubtleſs extremely paradoxical, that a mean of 
ence 


incul- 
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inculcating virtue, deviſed by men, ſhould be mort 
proper and effectual than the inſtitution of the all: 
wite God for that purpoſe. Shall the ordinances of 
creatures be placed on a level with the ordinances of 
Heaven; nay, ſubſtituted in their ſtead ? The theatre 
wants the ſanction of divine authority. Are players 
in the number of teachers whom the King of kings 
hath appointed for edifying the church ? The Serip- 
tures know of no virtue that is ſeparated, or ſepara- 
ble from religion; and there are ſufficient means in- 
ſtituted by God, for making us wiſe to ſalvation. 
Virtue is to be learnt from the Bible, and from the 
practice of good men. Will any perſon ſay, in truth, 
that his deſign in going to the play-houſe is to 
ſtrengthen virtuous principles? He goes profeſſedij 
and really for the purpoſe of entertainment ; and 
virtue is a thirg too ſerious to be learnt in paſtime. 
It is uſually his ſport throughout life; and he con- 
ſiders every thing ſerious and ſacred as a mere farce. 
——— Theatrical entertainments weaken the power of 
reaſon over the fancy and the ſenſes; intoxicate the 
mind; and, like wine and whoredom; take away the 
heart. Their inebriating effect is followed by lan- 
gour and ſatiety; and theſe remain till the vitiated 
taſte, ſharpened by faſhion and hope, loudly calls fot 

another doſe. | Ss 
Let us examine the ſubject more cloſely ; and if 
we be not flaves to the opinions, prejudices, and 
vices of a degenerate age, we muſt feel and copfeſs 
that theatrical diverſions are initnical to true virtue, 
in other words, to morality and religion. The 
Sacred name is blaſphemed; religious truths and 
ordinances are held up to ridicule; ſeriptural lan- 
guage is introduced to excite merriment; the awful 
works of the Creator, ſuch as tempeſt, thunder and 
lightning, are imitated ; the character of the damned 
ſpirits is alſumed'; indelicate, nay, groſsly vile ſcenes 
are repreſented. It is ſinful and dangerous to une 
eſpe- 
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— eſpecially to ac iniquity. The excellence of dra- 
of MY matic action conſiſts in its reſemblance to real life. 
of 
tre 


For this purpoſe, the actors muſt work themſelves 


up to the particular paſſion which they wiſh to re- 
erz preſent, ſo that it may appear natural and unaffected. 
= Covetouſneſs, ambition, luſt, revenge, are the paſ- 
p- sons uſually repreſented on the ſtage. By exhibiting 
a. theſe as perfectly as poſſible, the actors become 
1, partakers of fin, and panders to the corrupt defires 
n. Jof the audience. Vice when repreſented in this way, 
he becomes familiar, and loſes its horror: nay, it is ge- 
th, Nrerally mingled on the ſtage with ſome trait of he- 
ts Yroiſm and generoſity, which excites eſteem ; or with 
Jy eme diſtreſſing circumſtances, which excite tender- 
nd Nneſs rather than abhorrence. Sympathy with the 
ne. (vicious, when it predominates, naturally weakens 
mn. averſion to their crimes; and the tranſition from ex- 
ce, Neeſſive pity to imitation is neither difficult nor tedious. 
- of The arts of ſeduQion, the wiles of criminal inter- 
the Nourſe, and various finful devices which ſhould be 
the {buried in eternal night, are unfolded to the audience. 
Adulterers, robbers, and murderers, thus learn in 
theory what they aiterwards reduce to practice. The 
deſt method to prevent the ſpreading of ſome fins is 
to conceal them. It is a ſhame to ſpeak of many 
tings that are dane by the wicked in ſecret. ® Such 
b the doctrine of an inſpired apoſtle, who probably 


at Epheſus. It is better not to exhibit the wieked- 
neſs of men, than to exhibit it in ſuch a manner as 
o make proſelytes to vice. Some of the advocates 
or the theatre allow, that the Beggar's Opera has 
ontributed to ſwell the calendar of the Old Bailey. 
deveral dozen of plays might be mentioned too, 
hich have a direct tendency to fan the flame of 
pure deſire, and point out the method of gratifica» 


tion, 
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alludes to the theatrical and indecent repreſentations 


* Epheſ. V. 12. . 
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tion. Criminal intrigues, and the greater part of 
divorces may be traced to this ſource. Frequent 
attendance at the theatre may be alſo reckoned among 
the cauſcs of bankruptcy.. It ſpends many hours of 
precious time, indiſpoſes both the body and mind fo 
application to buſineſs, leads into a train of expences, Mt ma 
and waſtes the money which ſhould be applied to the Hof the 
ſupport of the family and the payment of creditors. WThe | 
You will not find one bankrupt among ten, who has hof the 
not been a frequent viſitor of the play-houſe. How nd la 
can it be otherwife, when the principles of honeſtyMmnent : 
and economy are laughed at under the names of par- 
ſimony and niggardlineſs : Beſides, ought not the 
wickedneſs of others to excite our compaſſion ratht 
than our ſcorn. © Fools make a mock at fin.” 
wiie and great king “ ſaw tranſgreſſors, and was 
grieved.” —— While immoral and indecent ſcenes 
are repreſented on the theatre to the lite, the immo q uodeſt 
ralities and indecencies themſelves are palliated wit 
fair names. Whoredom is denominated gallantry 
and bloody revenge an affair of honour.— Falſ 
virtues alſo are repreſented on the ſtage. Intolerabk 
pride bears the name of a noble ſpirit; and vile du 
plicity obtains the ſoft appellation of addreſs. Eve 
fuicide, a crime at which nature ſhudders, is men 
tioned with approbation. The admired tragedy o 
Cats is cenſurable on this ground. Granting, fc 
the ſake of argument, that real virtue is repreſenteq; 
on the ſtage, I contend that ſuch repreſentation 1 
calculated to produce hypocriſy. The audiencYy; 
learn from the actors the moſt ſpecious manner « 
appearing to be what they are not. Hence they 
led to ſuſpect and to ſay that religion is a cheat. 
That there are virtuous ſentiments to found in ſom}; 
plays, is readily granted. But they are detached; 
and oppoſite to the general ſtrain of the piece, Shal 
we ranſack a dungtull tor a few filings of gold; 
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tike a cup of poiſon becauſe it contains ſome ſalu- 
Wl tary ingredients? Virtue and vice are ſo blended in 
tW theatrical exhibitions, and the latter ſo greatly predo- 
7 W ninates, that it is extremely difficult, if not abſolute- 
fly impoſſible, to ſeparate the one from the other. It 
at leaſt impoſſible for the young and inexperienced 
to make the ſeparation: and it is eaſy. to ſee which 
of them a vitiated taſte will chooſe and reliſh, ——- 
The general and native tendency of a. play-houſe, — 
o the ſcenes, of the company, of the dreſs, attitudes, 
and language of the players, is, to miſlead the judg- 
nent and .inflame the imagination. Even one im- 
oral ſentiment, when aided by the powers of poeſy, 
locution, ſcenery, and muſic, acquires irreſiſtible 
ſrength, and aſſaults at once the ſenſes and the ſoul; 
It may. be added, that for women to aſſume the 
W2rparel of the other ſex, (as actreſſes frequently do,) 
an outrage on decency, and the violation of all 
noSnodeſty. The effect which this circumſtance alone 
"Unuſt produce on the young of both ſexes, is too 
ident to require demonſtration. Can the thea- 
allG:: then be juſtly. called the ſchool of virtue? Is it 
* Wot rather the nurſery of vice, and ſynagogue of 
CUWitzn, | 
vl Many other circumſtances prove the immortal 
NN Witure and fatal effects of theatrical amuſements.— 
et us confider the character of the players. If en- 
ring into the ſpirit of ſuch repreſentations had a 
enteq od tendency, we might naturally expect, that thoſe, 
on WWnmediately engaged in them, would be models of 
1eNCVirtue and picty ; at leaſt of ſober and decent con- 
er quct in real life. But are they not, with a very few 
yy Aecptions, infamous for profanity, diſſipation, levity 
. behaviour, idleneſs, and criminal inattention to 
ſom le payment of juſt debts? Will their warmeſt ad- 
cheolicatcs venture to aſſert, that they are a reſpeQable, 
W-tul, virtuous claſs? The world, degenerate as 
it 
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it is, hotds them in deteſtation in private life, avoids 
their company as low and diſgraceful, and is juſtly 
ſuſpicious of them in civil tranſactions. Yet theſe 
are the pretended teachers and ſupporters of mora. 
ty! Suppoſing that they teach morality, their own 
practice fully counteracts the influence of their in- 
ſtruction. A religious player is a ſoleciſm ; the ideas 
are heterogeneous; and the aſſociation, in fact, ſim. 
ply impoſſible. A ſober actor, a chaſte aQtreſs, 
Garrick and a Siddons, may appear once or twice in 
a century: but, taking players in general, trut 
compels us to aſſert, that they are the off- ſcouring 
of ſociety.— ls even the profeſſion of a player 
lawful? It is in its very nature vanity, a life 0 
perpetual amuſement, a continual repreſentation o 
the paſſions of vicious men, and, therefore, equal| 
oppoſite to reaſon and religion. 
From the character of the actors, let us turnt 
the general character of the audience. Is it com 
ſed of the ſober, induſtrious, virtuous part of ma 
Lind? Is not the play-houſe the haunt of the u 
thinking and gay, of the profane and profligate 
Are not the ſpectators of theatrical ſcenes ** lovers 
pleaſures more than lovers of God?” Thoſe, wh 
regularly attend the theatre, ſeldom viſit the churc 
and would bluſh were the ſhadow of religion a 
ſtrict morality to be ſeen in their own familie 
They think themſelves too wiſe to be inſtructed | 
an intelligent and exemplary miniſter of the goſpe 
but eaſily ſubmit to the leſſons of a buffoon and pr 
feſſed hypocrite ;—a name originally and juſtly a 
plied to afors.—— Was ever any perſon reform 
by attending the theatre? Produce a ſingle inſtane 
and a thouſand inſtances of its pernicious effec 

may be produced. It were ſtrange, indeed, if 

rality ſhould take its riſe, where apoſtacy ſo often 
had its beginning What a number of diſſol 
wome 
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wemen, overſpread with every lare, frequent the 
theatre; and make a prey of the unwary! It is an 
undoubted fact, that the theatre is a place where 
aſſignations are commonly made; and that the de- 
bauch of the evening is often crowned by an adjourn- 
ment to brothels, which are more numerous in the 
neighbourhood of the play-houſe, than in any other 
part of the town. The purlieus of Drury-Lane are 
infamous to a proverb. MA vil ban 
Will a wiſe and prudent huſband ſend his wife to. 
the theatre to .learn conjugal fidelity, the care of 
her children, and the management of domeſtic af- 
fairs? Will a wiſe and prudent father ſend children 
thither to learn filial duty? If parents wiſh children 
to deſpiſe their inſtructions, they could not take a 
more effectual method, than by conducting them to 
a place, where the advices of a father or of a mother, 
eſpecially with reſpect to marriage, are ridiculed. — 
Does a maſter ſend his ſervants thither to learn obe- 
dience- and honeſty, or a tradeſman ſend his ap- 
prentice to learn diligence and fidelity? Does a mi- 
litary man go thither to acquire courage ? And ſhall 
the virtuous man ge to ſtrengthen his principles of 
morality ? He is more likely to loſe, as they are rec- 
koned, the plebeian' virtues of temperance, economy, 
and juſtice. TIX FOE N 
Some advocates for theatrical amuſements allege, 
in excuſe, that if theſe were ſuppreſſed, worſe conſe- 
quences would follow. If the preceding reaſoning 
be juſt, and the facts which I have ſtated certaia, 
worſe conſequences can hardly be conceived.  'But, 
granting the ſuppoſition to be true, ſhall we admit 
of one crime to prevent another ? Shall we make re- 
gulations for thieves and robbers, to prevent or to 
leſſen theft and robbery? It is a maxim in found 
morality, that of two things morally evil, neither 
the one nor the other * be choſen. To do evil 
| at 
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that good may come, is an unwarrantable and dan- 
gerous experiment. ——Some parents, too, to fatisfy 
the curioſity of children, and to prevent, as is alleged, 


-the- pernicious effects of theatrical. entertainments, 


-take them once or twice to the play-houſe. We 
peal to every man of cool reaſon, whether this plan 
tends to cheriſh, or to weaken unlawful curioſity. 
It adds fuel to the flame. Let thoſe, who have 
made the experiment, declare if it does not. It is 
an abſurd opinion, that to taſte poiſon is the beſt 
. antidote againſt it: or that we ſhould drink to ex- 
- ceſs, to increaſe our horror at intem 
"Young perſons, who have had a religious education, 
are uſually ſhocked-when they firſt enter a play-houſe. 
"What is this but the voice of the inward monitor? 
If, on the contrary, you be pleaſed and feel no re- 
morſe, take heed teſt your heart be hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Sin is never more ſpeedy 
in its hardening operation, than when the external 
Fenſes, and a vain fancy, are charmed to its ſide. 
But 
plays.“ The reſpectable names of Addiſon, Steele, 
and Young, are frequently produced by the ad vocates 
for the theatre. But are there not authorities equally 
reſpectable on the other fide? To thoſe names we 
can oppoſe a Locke, a"Tillotſon, and a Watts. The 
Afﬀembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, in the laſt cen- 
-tury,—men eminent for wiſdom and piety, expreſsly 
:teftified againſt ſtage- plays. The church of Scot- 
land in her moſt enlightened and pureſt times, gave 
a faithful teſtimony to the ſame purpoſe. All the 
reformed -churches abroad have condemned them 
with one voice. Have theſe authorities no weight? 
— Granting, however, that good men have written 
plays, and have occaſionally attended the theatre; 
are all the actions of good men proper for imitation? 
There is a higher rule of conduct. Beſides, Ad- 


diſon, 


good men, it may be ſaid, have written 
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diſon, Steele, and Young, made the beſt of a bad 
ö thing. Unable to ſtem the torrent of prejudice, they 
endeayour to turn it to the fide of virtue, and to re- 
„ form the theatre. Are thoſe plays which are the 
. leaſt * the principal favourites of the- 
L blic | 
"kh has been objected, © that-dramatic compoſitions - 
; conſidered. as fuch, are-not unlawful ; becauſe they” 
; only repreſent the converſation of perſons in different 
{ characters, and that even the book of Job is com- 
- BE poſed in this manner.” But this is a very unfair 
- ſtate of the queſtion. You will obferve, that my ar- 
, guments do not apply ſo properly to a ſingle, detached 
. play; (for it is pofitble to produce an uncxceptionable 
? IF dramatic compoſition;) but to the ſtage as a ſyſtem, 
h 
* 
1 


and to its preſent ſtate. This is the real point of 
controverſy between the advocates for the theatre, 
and its opponents. Dramatic entertainments were 
at firſt ſimple, and perhaps innocent. But they ſoon - 
became the vehicles of politics and ſcandal, of im- 
n II picty and wickedneſs. Even heathen moraliſts and 
©, I poets employed againſt them, with juſt ſeverity, the 
cs weapons of reaſon and ſatire. If groſſer ſcencs are 
ly now excluded, refined wickedneſs is ſubſtituted in 
'6 IF their place: the poiſonous pill is only gilded and 
ne IF ſweetened to deceive and deſtroy the more effectually. 
If ſome regard is paid to decency, no regard is paid 
to principle, and the triumph of infidelity reſounds 
trom alt corners of the houſe. Has not licentiouſ- 
neſs of opinion and manners increafed in every age 
and country, in proportion to the number of theatres? 
Their hiſtory would be a compendium of the follies 
and corruptions of mankind. The play-houſe may 
be conſidered as the thermometer of vice. From 
beginnings comparatively cold, it riſes gradually to 
the point which marks the conſuming heat of the 
torrid 20ne. Confounding the lawfulnefs of dra- 
1 mati 
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matie compoſition with the ſtage as it exiſts, or with 
ſuch a number of plays as are neceſſary to ſupport 
actors, and entertain an audience regularly, many 
perſons are led into an egregious error, reſpecti 
theatrical amuſements.——A well-regulated theatre 
is ſtill among the defideratu in pleaſure: and we 
may venture to FORETELL, that it will continue to 
be ſo, while human nature is depraved ; for plays 
muſt be ſuited to the taſte of the audience. 
It is with deep regret that I mention one argu- 
ment more in favour of the theatre; and it is, “ that 
ſome miniſters occaſionally, nay, frequently attend 
the play-houſe.” Thoſe of the ſacred profeſſion, 
who do ſo, are a diſgrace to their character: and you 
will find that this is not the only inſtance of their 
immoral conduct. He ſuch perſons can conſiſtently 
mount the pulpit, and preach even morality, let 
themſelves declare. It alſo deſerves conſideration, 
that the eloquence of modern preachers has deviated 
from the decent and becoming gravity of antient di- 
vines. Whether the change, as well as the little 
effect which ſuch preaching produces, be not owing 
in a great degree to the abſurd and auk ward imita- 
tion of theatrical geſtures and language, we leav 
every thinkirg and ſober mind to judge. 
I muſt be an entire ſtranger to the reigning taſte 
.and complexion of the preſent age, to ſuppoſe, that 
my ſentiments on this ſubje& will eſcape ſevere ani- 
madverſion. But a ſenſe of duty and regard to the 
ſpiritual intereſts of men ſhould prevail over every 
_ perſonal and ſe'!fiſh conſideration. - To ſpeak againſt 
plays, is to breathe againſt the winds, and to addreſs 
the raging billows of the ſea. Though the voice of 
a few individuals can ſcarcely. be heard amidſt the 
clamours of the votaries of difſolute pleaſure; they 
ſhould. nevertheleſs lift it up like a trumpet, and 
warn a corrupt age of their guilt and danger,-—Let 
| my 
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my arguments be diſproved, and I will honeſtly re- 
linguiſh the point. I am firmly perſuaded, however, 


that the cauſe is good, and capable of a complete and 


impregnable defenee. 


greater propriety, by reading we gather intellectual 


proviſion. The appetite for knowledge is univerſal, - 
men it is very ſtrong. Hence, 
they peruſe books with avidity. Much depends on 


and in the bulk 


the choice which they make, and on the direction of 
their taſte, 
lectual f. to which we have been then aceuſ- 


ſtomed, is uſually reliſhed, in a greater or leſs de- 
I hefitate not, though the 


gree, throughout life. 
gay and the polite may laugh, to recommend the 


Bible in the firſt-place, and above all other compoſi- 


tions. It contains the proper food of the ſoul, with- 


out which we mult languiſh and die for ever. Man 


ſhall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.“ Uſe the 


eontents of the Sacred Volume as your daily bread. 


Read a portion of it every day, not merely to feed 
the underſtanding, but to ſatisfy the conſcience, and 


to nouriſh the heart. Digeſt it by faith, meditation, 


and prayer. Pray that your taſte may be more and 
more reQifed by divine grace, and that the effectual 
bleſſing of the Lord may attend the peruſal of the 


Scriptures. The truths, which the book of God 


contains, are, to the renewed mind, ſimple and nu- 
tritive as milk, ſtrengthening as marrow, and re- 
freſhing as wine. The neglect of the Word is the 
leading cauſe why ſo many are ſpiritually lean from 
day to day. Diſguſt, with reſpect to that rich feaſt, 
is the ſure ſymptom of a diſeaſed ſoul. Next to 


the Bible, let the religious compoſitions of men be 
Matt. iv. 4. 
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II. READING. This is the food of the mind, 
and neceſſary to mental vigour; or, to ſpeak with 


rticularly in early youth. The intel- 
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the ſubjects af your ſtudy. | Bring them to that un- 


erring ſtandard; receive or reject their contents, ac- 
cording as theſe agree or diſagree with it. The la- 
bours of ſound, able, and pious divines furniſh you 
with wholeſome doQrine, and with the eſſentials of 
practical religion. The Lord's day is a time eſpe- 
_. cially proper for ſerious reading, as well as for hear- 
ing the word. Let ſome of your leiſure hours in the 
courſe of the week be filled up with the ſame uſeful 
emapyoy. Young perſons have more time for this 
.purpoſe than others; and they will find the advan- 
fage of improving it in mature age, and advanced 
years. Select reading of this kind furnithes the cells 
of the underſtanding and memory with delectable 
honeys which is of ſpecial uſe in the winter of 
. | L "If 
Think not, however, that we prohibit the peruſal 
.of other books. Much uſeful inſtruction and inno- 
cent entertainment may be derived from the latter. 
Hiſtorical compoſitions, biographical memoirs, au- 
thentic travels, and chaſte poetry, at once infarm 
and delight the mind. If you have a taſte forthe 
ſciences, or the fine arts, you will find ample infor- 
mation on theſe ſubjects. But let theſe be ſubordi- 
nate ſtudies, and a relaxation from more ſerious con- 
terns. As for novels and romances, which cir- 
culating libraries fo abundantly ſupply, by far- the 
reatcr part of them are both trivial and dangerous. 
Fr would be a favour done to the world were fuch li- 
braries purged of their traſh, and the one half of 
their books committed to the flames. The Ephe- 
ſians ated a wiſe part in ſacrifieing their profane 
volumes at the ſhrine of the goſpel. The remark 
which follows the account of this facrifice deſerves 
our attention: “ So mightily grew the word of God, 
and prevailed.” * Such books will be abhorred in 
Acts Xix, 18, 19. | 
Pro- 


c 


, 


d 


riſing generation, than the 
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portion as the Bible is in repute. Nothing, I am 

rſuaded, hath contributed more to corrupt the 
morals of the preſent age, and particularly of the 
peruſal of what noveliſts 
have written. The worſt principles are incul- 
cated ſlyly, and glide into the mind. In order to 
complete the figure and colouring of the hero of 
the tale, he uſually poſſeſſes a large portion of infi- 
delity, and - oppoſes religion under the names of en- 
thufiaſm and ſuperſtition. He is generally repre- 
ſented as a free liver, as well as a free thinker, cha- 
raters naturally connected. Vices the moſt dan- 
gerous to the individual, and to ſociety, are recom- 
mended, ſometimes with the charms of diction, and 
always under a ſpecious diſguiſe.  Liberality is ex- 
tolled at the expence of juſtice ; and the point of ho- 
nour, a point indeed! cancels the ſtrongeſt moral 
obligations, and the firſt duties of life. Love, and 
very ſeldom of the virtuous kind, is the darling to- 
pic. The arts of gallantry, or rather of whoredom, 
are drawn with a glowing pencil, and make a deep 
impreſſion on the youthful mind. ———It is a diſgrace 
to many Acadcmies and Boarding-ſchools, that ſuch 
pernicious books ſhould find eaſy admittance. There 
is ſcarcely an antidote againſt the poiſon thus im- 
bibed both by boys and girls, at faſhionable ſemina- 
ries of education. It gives the mind a romantic 
turn, which can rarely be cured by the utmoſt ſkill 
and diligence of parents. It injures the man and 
the citizen, as well as the Chriſtian. There is diſ- 
ſipation in reading, as in life; and the former natu- 
rally produces the latter. Vigour of mind can never 
be acquired by living on traſh. Even great talents 
are of little utility, either to the poſſeſſor of them, or 
to the world in general, if they are not directed by 
juſt and good principles. Whether theſe are to be 


Jound in novels and romances, let any man of cool 
reaſon 


reaſon judge. —Nay, other books, on the whole 
excellent in their kind, muſt be read with caution. 
Looſe principles are often and difingenuouſfly in. 
terſperſed in books of hiſtory, -philoſophy, and tra- 
vels; and embelliſhed with all the graces of correct 
and elegant compoſition. A Bolingbroke and a Vol- 
taire, a Hume and a Gibbon, who Rand high in the 
rank of literary fame, have diſgraced their writings 
by occaſional and fly inveCtives againſt Chriſtianity. 
This is equally inconſiſtent with the dignity and the 
duty of the hiſtorian ; whoſe province it is to hold 
up the torch of truth, for inſtructing future ages by 
the conduct of the paſt. By deſpiſing the truths of 
Revelation, and the practice of piety, they diſplay, 
in this inſtance, a wretched taſte with regard to the 
ſublime and beautiful in writing and in morals, 
The profane raillery of ſuch writers, celebrated as 
their characters are, will remain a laſting monument 
of their folly and wickedneſs. The poiſon which it 


contains, and infuſes into the minds of many rea- 


ders, makes the former acceffary to the guilt and 
the ruin of thouſands. It had been better for them 
to have condemned their tougues to eternal ſilence, 
and their pens to perpetual reſt, than to have em- 
ployed both in a manner fo diſgraceful to themſelves, 
and ſo dangerous to others. Giving them praiſe 
where it is due, we muſt not cover or even palliate 


faults of ſuch magnitude, and of ſuch pernicious in- 


fluence. While you admire their learning, genius, and 
elegance, abhor the deteſtable contraſt between their 
abilities and principles. Bewail the proſtitution of 
ſingular talents. Beware of infidelity in every form, 
— whether it be abetted by men of ſcience or the 
literate, by the gentleman or the clown; and en- 
deavour to ſpread an antidote againſt it. Mark, 
avoid, expoſe thoſe raw foplings, who, with 1 
| enſe 
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ſenſe, and leſs modeſty, are hawkers to the infidel 
tribe, and retail their peſtilential wares with all t 

unbluſhing confidence and unwearied l of 
new . 6 | | 
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END OF THE ELEVENTR SERMON- 


—— — 


SERMON. XL, 


Eccuts, xii. 1. Remember now thy Creator i in the 


duys of thy youth, 


| AVING given ſeveral advices in the 9 
| Px ty relative to Dreſs, Amuſements, and 
Reading, let us now attend, 

IV. To the CHOICE and MANAGEMENT 
ef BUSINESS. Few are born to affluence, and 
few pofleſs what is called an independent fortune. 
The laborious conſtitute by far the greater part of 
men. It is the lot of the many to eat their bread 
with the ſweat of their brow. This is a wiſe.and 
good appointment of Providence; for it is fayour- 
able to the ſpiritual, and even to the temporal wel- 


fare of the human race. Their health is thus con- 


firmed, a zeſt is given to the bleſſings of life, inter- 


.courſe; between man and man is promoted, mutual 


wants are ſupplied, many temptations are avoided, 


andthe ſoul acquires a vigour which indolence would 


neceflarily prevent. Idlenef: lays the mind open to 
all kinds of evil, and makes it the thoroughtare of 
vanity. It converts the mind into the 1 5 
vineyard, where every uſeleſs and noxious weed 
ſprings. The idle live to no purpoſe, and indeed to 
a purpoſe worſe than none. hey are the drones of 


lociety ; : who cat of the honey, and beſtow no labour. 


Their 


214 EARLY PIETY. 

Their apparent eafe, however, is real pain, and 
their ſeeming repoſe is reſtleſſneſs. Man is poſſeſſed 
both of contemplative and adi ve powers; and with. 
out the proper exerciſe of both there can be no true 
enjoyment.. Inſipid are the days and ſleepleſs the 
nights of the indolent-voluptuary ; while “ the ſleep 
of the labouring man is ſweet,” and with joy he eats 
his humble fare. Beſide, it is the law of reaſon 
and of God, that if any work not, neither ſhould he 


eat.“ Thoſe who are exempted by their circum-. 


ftances from manual labour, or from following a 

ſſional line, ſhould nevertheleſs promote the 
good of their fellow-creatures by à life of active be- 
nevolence. By cultivating. their eſtates, by reliev- 
ing the poor, exciting induſtry, encouraging works 
of public utility, and by fetting an example of moral 
and religious conduct, they may juſtly acquire the 
name of the benefactors of mankind. Let them, 
like the mountains, ſend ſtreams to the valleys ; and, 
as a wide-ſpreading tree, furniſh a friendly-ſhade to 
the weary. traveller. No man, how exalted ſoever, 
ought to live to himſelf. Nay, in proportion to his 
rank and power, the ſphere of duty and of ufefulneſs 


is enlarged. What is a king, but the miniſter of 


God for good?“ + © To whomfſoever much is given, 
of him much ſhall be required.” }——But for the 
greater part of the human race, Providence hath 


wiſely appointed a more humble ſtation. The oe- 
cupations of life are diverfified according to the wants 


and the inclinations of men. There are the neceſ- 


fary, the convenient, and the elegant arts; mecha- 
nical, mercantile, and profeſſional employments. 
"Theſe again are ſubdivided into various branches, 
which it is not the province of the preacher to ex- 


ain. Much depends on a proper choice. Thi 

ſhould. be regulated, my young Bands, by your o 
* 2 Thefl, iii, 10, + Ram, xiii. 4. 1 Luke xii, 48. 
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wiſhes, under ſome ſalutary reſtrictions. In moſt 
.es, the. young ought to fix on an employment 
| Evitable to the ſtation and circumſtances of their pa- 
«rents. They ſhould conſult parents, who poſlefs: 
greater knowledge and experience than themſelves, 
and have their real welfare at heart. Parents, on the 
other hand, ought to conſider the capacity and wiſhes 
of their children. Our determination to a parti- 

cular line of life is often fixed by trivial eireum- 

ſtances, and by things accidental ;—accidental only, 
however, with reſpe& to us. Providence is mani 
ſeſted in diſpoſing different men to follow different 
Walks in life. The balance of ſociety. is thus pre- 
ſerved; and its parts, like the members of the hu- 

an body, are properly placed and connected. The 

deſire which young 7 feel of purſuing a certain 
courſe, eſpecially if that deſire be ſtrong, ſeems to 
te the beſt rule of determining what line they ought- 
follow. So ſoon as ſuch a defire begins to appear, 
ind particularly when it is confirmed, let their edu- 
tion be directed accordingly.-—Be not ambitious, 

ny young friends, of any prefeſſional employment, 
{the circumſtances of your parents render its attain- 
nent impraQticable. Nor let parents, merely to feed 
cir own vanity, urge a ſon to aſpire after a 

on, for which he has neither deſire nor abilities. 
uch conduct is worſe than fooliſh. It is an attempt 
ceounteract the deſigns of Providence. Recekon no 
oneſt occupation diſgraceful. Chooſe not a line 
cel. life which will expoſe you to the temptation of 
cha- bitually breaking the Sabbath-day ; nor will that 
nts, Nofeſſion, with which deceit and rapacity are cloſely, 
dough npt inſeparably, connected, appear the moſt 
ligible to the man who wiſhes to preſerve a 
nſcſence and a fair character. Above all, aſſe 
unſel of the Lord. If we ſhould “ acknowledge 
lim in all eur ways,” ſurely we ought to do fo 


eſpecially 


— 
— 
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eſpecially in the outſet of life. Every line of life 


has 'its peculiar temptations: and therefore ſeek 


ſome men of buſineſs to impoſe on others, woule 


be ſtill exemplified. 
mand, who have learned to obey. Be juſt and mer 


* 


i grace to help in time of need.. Apply cloſely 


to your occupation, whatever it be. By diligence 


alone you can make improvement, attain excellence; 
expect ſucceſs, and warantably deſire the divine 
blefling on the fruit of your labours. There are tuo 
paſſages of Scripture nearly connected; and we 


| ſhould never look to the one without rememberi 


the other: The hand of the diligent maketh 
rich.” The blefling of the Lord it maketh rich.“ 
Be ſtrictly juſt in civil'tranſa&ions. The citi. 
zen of Zion is a worker of righteouſneſs, and walk. 
eth uprightly. f The ſame ſpirit, which prompts 


lead them, were they not reſtrained by fear of hu 
man laws and a regard to character, to rob anc 
plunder openly. Over- reaching in trade, whateve 
ſhape it may aſſume, and in whatever degree it be 
practiſed, is real and the baſeſt theft. So long 
as you are in a ſubordinate ſtation, be diligent, juſt 
civil, and courteous. - Be faithful to your maſter 
and act juſtly to his cuſtomers. When you riſe tc 
a ſuperior ſtation, let diligence, juſtice, and civility 
Thoſe are beſt fitted to com 


ciful to ſervants, knowing that you were once a ſer 
vant, and that your Maſter is in Heaven. ——Whe 
ye meet with diſappointments and loſſes, bear the 
patiently, as events ordered by a wiſe and good Pre 
vidence. If ye proſper, ſacrifice not to your ow! 
net, ſaying, ** My wiſdom, activity, and merit, ha 
rocured this:“ nor aſcribe it to blind fortune; butt 
im- who orders alike the proſperous and the adver 
events of life. While you are diligent, avoi 


anxious care; for it is ſinful, unprofitable, and te 


* Prov. x. 4 22. T Pl, XV. 2, 
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menting. | Neither idolize what Providence gives, 
nor ſquander it away. Let your expenditure bear a 
proportion to your income. This is a duty which 

ou owe to your own family, and to the public. 
Imitate not the example of thoſe tradeſmen, who 
abuſe the credit given them ; waſte the property of 
others; and, after making a figure for a few-years, 
become bankrupts both in circumſtances and repu- 
tation. Pity it is that a deeper and more laſting 
ſtigma is not fixed on ſuch thoughtleſs, unjuſt, and 
difgraceful characters. Where one man is reduced 
to bankruptcy by real loſſes, and by adverſe diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, twenty fail through inattention_ 
or extravagance. Bankruptcy, in the former caſe, 
is an affliction which requires our ſympathy ; in the 
latter caſe, it is a crime which loudly calls for the 
execration of every good man and honeſt citizen. 
—— Worldly buſineſs, when properly conducted, is 
not only in moſt caſes crowned with ſuceeſs, but is 
calculated to ſubſerve the important purpoſes of re!i- 
gion. Religion, alſo, ſanctifies and ſweetens our 
labour and it fruits. Not ſlothful in buſineſs, and 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord,” are qualities, ſo 
far from being inconſiſtent, that they are connected 
by the higheſt authority, aſſiſt each other, and when 
either of them is wanting the character is radically 
defective. Lay it down as a fixed principle, that 


Religion ſhould be the main ſpring of human affairs. - 


What is the impulſe of honour, without a fenſe of 


duty to God and to men? Even thoſe departments 


in life, in which godlineſs is ſuppoſed to be the leaft 
neceſſary, eſpecially require it. Are not camps and 
courts eminently places of danger.and temptations ? 
The ſoldier, Who is' conſtantly prepared for death 
and fears the Lord of Hoſts, is the true hero; and 
the courtier, who ſteadily follows the diftates of his 
conſcience, is the honeſt man. Let your ſccalar 
FOOT UI concerns, 
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concerns, of whatever kind, be ſubordinated to the 


concerns of the ſoul. So regulate your buſineſs, that, 
if practicable, the duties of domeſtic as well as of 
perſonal religion may be regularly diſcharged. None 
are ſo buſy, but, at leaſt, once a day, they may offer 
up with their family the facrifices of prayer and 
raiſe. That houſe where religion is a ſtranger, or 
is coldly.entertained, wants the principal ſecurity and 
the brighteſt ornament of any manſion. It is to be 
feared, that many profeſſors, when prevented in a 
few inſtances by real obſtacles from performing fa- 
mily devotion, create in their own fancy. other dif- 
Hculties, and wilfully negle& opportunities for that 
purpoſe. Many are culpable too in indiſpoſing them- 
ſelves for the duties of the Sabbath, by prolonging 


their labour without neceſſity on the preceding day. 


Satisfied, if they obſerve the letter of the divine law, 
they neglect its ſpirit. 'To,diſmiſs-our worldly cares 
at an early hour on the evening of Saturday, and 
employ ſome time in ſerious meditation and prayer, 
is profitable exerciſe. It prevents a violent tranſi- 
tion from the world to the ſanctuary, and compoſes 
the mind for the facred ſervices of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath. 'T beſe require a ſolemn ſtillneſs of thought, 
to which the extraordinary buſtle of the preceding 
is extremely unfavourable. f 
v. CONNECTIONS. Connections are either 
natural or acquired. The former, reſpecting thoſe 
from whom we are deſcended, or to whom we are 
allied, through our parents, cannot be the objects of 
choice. Happy the children, if they know how to 
improve their mercies, who are born of religious pro- 
genitors, and bleſſed with ſerious relations! Greater 
is their honour, and more ſolid their advantages, 
than if they could call a king, father ; and number 
among their relatives the higheſt grandees on earth. 
How banc{ul the influence of wickedneſs, when 
ſanctioned 


\ 
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ſanctioned by the authority and example of thoſe 
who ſurround us from our earlieſt years, and are 
zealous to poiſon the youthful mind ! If Providence 


ſhould put this little piece inte the hands of any 


young perſons in ſuch a perilous fituation, let me 
warmly admoniſh you to“ conſider that it is am evit 
thing and bitter“ to forſake “the Lord thy God.” 
Wicked relations, when enticing. you to fin, may 


aſſume the appearance of friends; but be aſſured 
that they are deadly foes; and will they anſwer for 


you in the great day of judgment? It ye truit in 
the Lord, He will pluck you as brands out of the 
fire; deliver you from the power of temptation ; and 
preſerve your integrity, as of Lot in Sodom, and of 
Joſeph at the Egyptian court, 

But other connections are acquired, and depend, 
at leaſt in a great degree, on our own choice. Too 


much care cannot be employed to avoid bad, and to 


chooſe good companions. It is of eſſential conſe- 
quence with whom any, and particularly young per- 
ſons, aſſociate. Solomon makes an obſervation which 
the experience of ages hath confirmed: He that 
walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe; but a com- 
panion. of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” Let children 
take heed what ſort of play-fellows they ſelect at 
ſchool. Habits of friendſhip, formed in the days 
of youth, are often laſting, and have a powerful in- 
fluence on the whole of future life. Avoid the com- 


pany of the idle, the ſtupid, the ill-natured ; above. 
all, of the unprincipled and vicious. Court not ac- 


quaintance with them, though they be much ſupe- 

rior in rank and fortune. Profligacy is a deep ſtain 

on high birth, and ſullies all its honours. To be 

poor and virtuous is infinitely better than to be rich 

and wicked. Nor let it be ſaid, that young rakes are 

uſually the beſt ſcholars. Genius and diſſipation are 
; Prov. xiii. 20 
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not naturally allied ; and the inſtances of their af. 


liance, being rare, attract notice. Beſides, it is not 
in the hours of relaxation and play, that you will 


reap from fuch youths any rr in reſpect of 
learning. Nay, their uſual want of application is 
even of dangerous conſequence to boys who poſſeſs 
interior talents, but greater induſtry.— The prin- 
cipal danger, however, of forming bad connections, 
is, when young perſons enter into active life.—— 
Atlociate with thoſe, of whom your parents, eſpecially 
if ſerious, approve as proper Companions. Be civil 
to all; cultivate: intimacy with the ſober, the dili- 
gent, and virtuous alone. Make the wiſe and reli- 
gious the men of your counſel, 
exemplified the divine glories and attractive beauties 
of religion, From them we may learn the moſt im- 

rtant knowledge, receive the beſt advices, and ob- 
tain the ſtrongeſt encouragement to act a becoming 
part. If at any time, through the ſubtilty of Satan, the 
allurements of the world, and the deceitfulneſs of 
fin, we fall into evil, they will endeavour by faith- 
ful reproof and fervent prayer to raiſe us up, and to 
confirm our. ſerious reſolutions. © The ſaints are 
the excellent in the earth:“ and the Royal Pſalmiſt 
acted wiſely in being “a companion to them who 
feared the Lord.” *—— Some converſation, indeed, 
we muſt have with the wicked. They may be con- 
neQed to us by the ties of conſanguinity, or in the 
© courſe of buſineſs. But between neceſſary and occa- 
fional intercourſe, and voluntary habits of intimacy, 
there is a wide difference. Shun, as ye would flee 
from -a beaſt of prey, or from the peſtilence, ſhun 
familiarity with thoſe who blaſpheme the Sacred 
name, who ridicule religion, and follow a courſe of 
diſſipation. Become not a member of their drink- 
ing or gaming clubs. O my ſoul, come not thou 

* Pf, cxix. 63. 
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into their ſeeret; unto their aſſembly, mine honour, 
be not thou united!” It is not enough that — 
diſapprove of their erronevus principles and wicked 
practice. By aſſociating with them unneceſſarily, 


ye partake of their fins. Our Saviour, it is true, 


often converſed with ſinners ; but He was perfectly 
holy, and viſited them as a ſpiritual phyfician. . It 


is more likely that the profane will corrupt you, than 


that ye will reform them. Your deteſtation will 
probably thus decreaſe; and what was once beheld 


with horror, may ſoon appear to be trifling, innocent, 


and even amiable. There is no truth more certain, 
than that Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners.“ What Solomon ſays of the furious, is equally” 
applicable to the unprincipled and immoral : « Make 
no friendſhip with an angry man; and with the 
furious man thou ſhalt not go; leſt thou learn his 
ways, and get a ſnare to thy foul.” F Many a hope- 
ful youth hath thus loſt all ſerious impreſſions, 'and* 
become ſuch a debauchee and ſcoffer as forebodes 
eternal ruin. He © walketh in the counſel of the 
ungodly, ſtandeth in the way of ſinners, and ſittetn 
in the ſeat of the ſeornful.“ F——* My fon, if ſin- 
ners entice thee, conſent thou not.“ $ Be not de- 
ceived by their ſeeming gaiety and mirth. Often 
ad is the heart of wicked men when their counte- 
nance wears a ſmile, and the end of their noiſy and- 
hollow joy is eternal heavineſs. Thoſe, who, 
though they be not openly profane and immoral, are 
nevertheleſs entirely careleſs about religion, are per- 
haps more dangerous companions than the forn er. 
Under the cover of a ſober character and amiable 
manners, they ſap the foundations of religious prin- 
tp es, and damp the flame of devotion. -——Bewa e 
particularly of the abandoned part of the other ſex. 


* Cor. xv. 33. + Prov. xxii. 24, 25+ . 
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inexperienced and unwary. The allurements of 
dreſs, of geſtures, and of fair ſpeeches, are all em- 
ployed to excite irregular defires. Whoredom, being 
a fin directly againſt the omniſcience and the purity 
of God, is a ſpecial object of his righteous diſplea- 
fure. It © takes away the heart,” weakens, ſtupifies, 
and defiles the ſoul; ſtings the conſcience, wounds 
the reputation, waſtes the ſubſtance, and draws down 
the ſevereſt vengeance: of offended Heaven. 
Awful, but juſt, is the puniſhment inflicted on the 
body of the debauchee: and let him remember, that 
« fornicators'”” and “ adulterers” are among“ the 
unrighteous who ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.“ It is improper and dangerous, even in 
2 youthful fralic, to converſe with diſſolute females. 
Frequently ſmall is the beginning of vice ; but its 
progreſs, though imperceptible, is immenſe, and 
often aſtoniſhingly rapid. Ponder the deſcription 
drawn by an inſpired writer, than which there can 
be nothing more natural, or more horrid. t All who 
follow the example of that fmpleton, though they 
boaſt of their wiſdam and fortitude, are egregiouſly 
duped and ſhamefully caſt down. Inſtead of purſu- 
ing true pleaſure, they take the highway to miſery in 
this world, and to deſtruction in the world to come. 
An antidote againſt the indulgence of irregular 
deſire is provided by the appointment of Heaven. 
So ſoon as young men are capable of maintaining a 
family, they ſhould ſeek a partner, who may divide 
their cares and multiply their comforts. Celibacy 
is equally unfavourable to happineſs and to morals. 
Bex are, however, of a percipitate choice, and of a 
choice founded on improper motives. External ac- 
compliſhments and worldly advantages are much in- 
ferior to good - nature, to good ſenſe, and eſpecially 
+ Prev. vii. 6, to the end. 
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to religion. What pleaſure can be expected from 
the connection, where there is no union of hearts, 
and no regard to piety? How can partners, who 
conſider marriage as a mere convention of intereſt, 
or make ĩt an engine of pride, bear the trials of life? 
And how can they enjoy its delights? Perſons who 
enter into that ſtate to feed their vanity by an ho- 
nourable alliance, or to better their circumſtances, 
without any perſonal attachment; without any equa- 
lity of rank, age, and diſpoſition; and without 
aſking the direction and bleſſing of. Providence; 
mingle for themſelves a cup of wormwood and gall, 
They convert marriage into a funeral. 
duſt,” © purſe to purſe,” © name to name,” con- 
cludes the dirge over the grave of human happineſs. 
What a nuptial ſong! The complaints of unhappy 
matches, ſo frequent, and alas! too well-founded, 
thus originate in the parties themſelves, not in the 
nature of the married ſtate, which was deſigned and 
is calculated to produce the ſweeteſt of earthly joys. 
Natural, acquired, and eſpecially religious quali- 
fications, are neceſſary to form an agreeable partner 
in life. A moderate ſhare of beauty, ſweetneſs of 
temper, a ſound underſtanding, and prudence, joined 
to genuine piety, render a woman amiable indeed. 
The ſame qualities, with a little variation, are re- 
quiſite to make a good huſband. They far excel 
talents of gold, and a long liſt of noble anceſtors. 
hut for perfection, in either ſex, we look in 
vain. Wich reſpect to every relation in life, nearer 
or more remote, we muſt occaſionally exerciſe pa- 
tience and forbearance. It is the duty of a huſband 


to make ample allowance for the peculiar infirmities 
and quick ſenſibility of the tender ſex : while, on 
the other hand, the object of his moſt tender folici-. 
tude ſhould ſoothe his mind amidſt the cares and 
anxieties of buſineſs. 


Conjugal infelicity fre- 
quently 
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- quently ariſes from inattention to ſmall circumſtances, 
and from giving magnitude to trivial faults. But it 
is owing chiefly to the want or to the weakneſs of 
religious principles. Theſe, when. they are ſerip- 
' tural and fincere, produce dutiful and affectionate 
behaviour. Much depends too on the company 
with whom married perſons affociate. Select for 
your friends and viſitors, thoſe who fear the Lord, 
and who will-readily join in uſeful and edifying con- 
verſation.—— Our thoughts and diſcourſe ſhould fre- 
quently turn on ſubjects to which their own nature 
and eternity give incomparable importance. We 
naturally- copy the manners and imbibe the ſpirit of 
rſons with whom we are habitually converſant. 
is impoſlible to preſerve the life and vigour of re- 
ligion, if the ungodly be our daily and favourite 
companions. Remember that < the friendſhip of the 
world,” not occaſional and neceflary intercourſe with 
it, „is enmity with God.” “ What is commonly 
called good company, is the worſt that a rational 
creature can join; for it confiſts of rebels againſt 
Heaven, and of perſons infected with a deadly 


plague. On the other hand, uſeful and pleaſant, 
firm and laſting, is the union of all, whoſe regard 


riſes into true. friendſhip, and whoſe friendſhip is 
cemented with godlineſs. What conſolations ſpring 


up in their hearts, when mutual ſorrows are commu- 


nicated ! What pleaſure thrills their ſouls, in the 
proſpe of a happy immortality ! The friendſhip of 
ſuch perſons, being raiſed on a permanent baſis, ſets 
deathat defiance : and, though ſeparated for a ſeaſon, 
they ſhall meet in a better world, where every thing 
is «congenial to the tranſports of divine love; and 
where all the friends of Chriſt are perfe ly united in 
judgment, affection, and employ. | ; 


VI. DUTY ts PARENTS. Our obligations to 
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them are great and manifold. The inſtruments of 
our being, and the active feeling vehicles of conſtant 
beneficence from the Father of mercies; our tender 
guardians in the days of infancy, and our guides in 
youth; our comforters in diſtreſs, and the patrons of 
our innocent pleaſures ; our inſtruQors.in religion, 
and the means of forming us to a happy immortality ; 
—they deſerve the warmeſt returns of gratitude. 
Reſpect is the firſt of all the filial duties. Cheriſh 
and expreſs ſeatiments of veneration and eſteem 
towards your father and your mother. They are 
your natural ſuperiors, and honour is their due. On 
all occaſions, ſpeak /e them and F them with reve- 
rence. Diſreſpectful language to parents, and even 
a contemptuous look, is highly diſpleafing to God. 
The eye that mocketh at his father, and refuſeth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall 
pick it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat it.“ The 
mother is particularly mentioned, becauſe children 
are apt to treat her with leſs deference than the fa- 
ther. But think it not beneath a perſon of your 
knowledge and ſtature, young man, to be directed 
by a mother; and “ forſake not the law of her 
mouth,“ though uttered with a feeble voice, and 
under the wie Hl of growing infirmities. De- 
ſpiſe not thy mother when ſhe is old.” F Solomon, 
amidſt the ſplendour of royalty, and to the cloſe of 
life, cheriſhed a tender reſpect for the memory of her 
who bare him, and who guided his infant ſteps in 
the way of righteouſneſs. F——Let veneration to- 
wards parents be mingled with love. "Though this 
riſe ever ſo high, it is inferior to parental regard, 
which looks on dutiful children with fond and in- 
creaſing delight. The ſtrong current of the latter 
deſcends and flows back to its ſource with diminiſhed 
force. It is no mark of piety and filial regard, in 


Prov. Xxx. 17. + Prov. xxili. 22. f Prov, XXxi. 
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the preſent age, that many addreſs parents in terms 
of ſeeming but diſtant reſpect, net by any name which 
implies affection. Filial love hath been juſtly called, 
by a diſtinguiſhed orator in the Britiſh ſenate, * the 
ſacrament of our nature.” With ſtrong, but ſoft 
cords, it binds us, as by oath; to cover their infirmi- 
ties and to obey their lawful commands. Our $a. 
viour, who hath ſet us an example of every duty, not- 
withitanding the higheſt attainments in knowledge, 
was ſubject to his parents; and, amidſt the agonies 
of death, with extreme tenderneſs committed his aged 
mother to the care of a faithful diſciple. ®* Subjec- 
tion in children is fit and becoming, pleaſing to God, 
and lovely in the eyes of men,.——But when the 
orders of ſuperiors, whether natural, civil, or reli- 
gious, interfere with the diQates of conſcience, or 
with the voice of reaſon and inſtinctive feeling, to 
comply would be improper and finful. Their Fa- 
ther and yours is in Heaven; whoſe law is of primary 
obligation, and paramount to all human authority 
While parents are careful to ſupport the authority 
which God hath given them; let them not ſcrew it 
up to an immoderate pitch, and exert it with unjuſt 
rigour. An inſtance of this abuſe of parental au- 
| thority too frequently occurs, when children are 
marriageable, and begin to think of a partner in life. 
Some parents, inſtead of directing with prudence the 
choice of ſons and daughters, and giving their con- 
ſent to a choice founded in affection, and every way 
proper, are influenced ſolely by motives of capricez 
avarice, or pride. They would diſpoſe of their 
children, as of their goods and cattle, to the higheſt 
brdder. This is a complication of imprudence; 
tyrannny, and cruelty, for which language wants a 
name. It manifeſts a heart callous to inſtinctive 
affection, which ſoftens even the ferocity of the 


* Luke ii. 51. John xix . 27. 
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üger, and utters a voice that is heard amidſt the 
bowlings of the deſert. Whether the diabolical 
cheme of the mercenary parent ſucceed or not, the 
conſequences are terrible. The unwarrantable ſtretch 
of parental authority weakens and breaks it, though 
not in point of moral obligation reſpecting things 
awful. The reality of parental regard is juſtly 
ſuſpected. The affection of the child is naturally 
alienated. "Theſe are the conſequences, even when 
the plan of the dealer in human fleſh proves abor- 
tive. But, if it be carried mto execution, what 
then! Laſting bitterneſs is infuſed, by the very hand 
of a parent, into the cup of life; and that ſtate, 
which was intended for the happineſs of man, be- 
comes a teeming ſource of miſery. Ah, the luſt of 
gold! it tranſmutes every thing into droſs and poi- 
on. No law, human or divine, however, obliges 
children to ſacrifice their own felicity at the ſhrine 
of covetouſneſs and vanity. - And let them not be 
iragged to that altar of death even by the force of a 
parent. To reſiſt, in this caſe, is duty; and to yield 
ls finful. But when ye oppoſe the will of parents 
with refpect to marriage, either by refuſing to ac- 
cept of a partner whom they approve, or by chooſ- 
ing one whom they diſapprove, ſee that you differ 
from them on. juſtifiable grounds, and in a prudent - 
manner. Where one parent ſacrifices the happineſs 
of his children by forcing them into an alliance, and 
abſolotely refuſing to confirm the wiſe choice of their 
own heart; many, many children undo themſelves for 
life by not hearkening to the advice of parents on _ | 

n 
bme inſtances, I allow that the complaint is juſt. 
But it is more likely that you give the name of ſe- 
verity to the caution of a faithful monitor. Be 


eady to diſtruſt your own judgment, c{pecially when 
tic heat of paſſion is vehement. Conſult ſome pru- 


dent 


1 
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dent relations and ſome diſintereſted friends; and, 

if they condemn the propoſed match, that match is 
almoſt certainly improper.— But, if the choice be 
proper, though parents diſapprove of it, ſtill treat 
them with reſpect, and endeavour to ſoothe their 
reſentment. When ſettled in the world, hearken 


to their advice in ſo far as it is reaſonable.—Chear- is 
fully contribute to alleviate the burdens of aged pa- m 


rents. Bear with their infirmities. They © bore 
with your youthful weakneſſeſs; and ye may yet Le 
need the ſame indulgence from your own children. 


Be ever ready to recompenſe their paſt care, to anti- bu 
cipate their wants, and to fhed comfort on their pre int 
hairs. Give to religious parents the joy of ſeeing de 
you walk inthe truth ; and the hope, that, after the It 
are gone, you will be faithful witneſſes for God, and ab 
mirrors of departed worth which now ſhines in yo 10 

9 


radiant ſphere. Exemplify their virtues and graces 
and let their failings and faults be buried in oblivion ſer 
„Remember them who have had the rule over you ſec 
who have ſpoken to you the word of God, Who P? 
faith follow, conſidering the end of their converſa} © 


tion.” The diſcharge of duty to parents is al 

ways connected with proper behaviour towards othe} an 
relations. From that root, fraternal love, conjuga th. 
fidelity, and all the ſocial virtues ſpring. Shew mg} ©#' 
a young man who honours his father and mother th. 
and I will ſhew you one who is likely to prove : lit 
kind brother, a tender huſband, a wiſe father; a ju of 
and merciful maſter, a good neighbour, and a faith) du 
ful friend. On the other hand, the habitual negleq p 
of filial duty is a radical evil, which ſhoots fort PO 
many corrupt branches, and produces grapes of gall Je 
In the catalogue of the fins of Jeruſalem, contemph du 
tuous behaviour towards parents is connected wit W* 
injuſtice, cruelty, and irreligion. In thee ha, 


© 0. Heb. xi. 7. 
the 
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they ſet-light by father and mother; in the midſt of 
thee have they dealt by oppreſſion with the ſtranger z 
in thee have they vexed the -fatherleſs and the wi- 
dow.“ Thou haſt deſpiſed mine holy things, and 
haſt profaned my ſabbaths.? “ 
VII The IMPROVEMENT of TIME. This 
is frequently and ſtrongly urged in Seripture. Time 
may be juſtly reckoned one of the principal talents 
more precious than the gold of Ophir, which the 
Lord of all hath given to men, with a ſolemn charge 
to occupy till He come.“ Not only the vicious, 
but the ſlothful ſervant, incurs his diſpleaſure. F An 
inſpired writer once and again enjoins us to“ re- 
deem the time.” $ The expreſſion is very emphatic. 
It alludes to thoſe, who, having ſlipped ſome favour- 
able opportunity of labour and gain, are ſolicitous, 
by doubling their diligence, to make up, as the phraſe 
1s, the time that has been loſt. Men are abundantly 
ſenſible of the value of opportunities with reſpe to 
ſecular concerns; but time is unſpeakbly more im- 
portant with reſpe& to the concerns of religion, be- 
cauſe theſe relate to the ſoul and to eternity. For 
that end chiefly time was given, and is prolonged; 
and we ſhould improve it accordingly. If it be not 
thus improved, amidſt all our labours we are only 
egregious triflers, and bufy doing nothing ; ſowing 
the wind, and reaping the whirlwind. The day of 
life is conſiderably advanced before we are capable 
of any proper exertion. More than a third part of 
our time is neceſſarily ſpent in ſleep, in uſing the ſup- 
ports of life, and in lawful recreation. No ſmall | 
portion is occupied with worldly bufineſs. Threeſcore 
years and ten are the ſum of our days, when drawn 
-out. to their greateſt length. Nor is it likely that 
we ſhall live much more than the half of that period. 


* Ezck. xxli. 7, 8. + Matt. xv, 26. 7 Eph. v. 26. Col. iv 5. 
X At 
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At any rate, how yneertain the remainder of time?! 
In nothing do men give ſtronger proofs of folly, than 
in their eſtimate of time. They complain of its 
brevity in the groſs, and yet ſpend it in the detail 
with the utmoſt prodigality, throwing away this 
treaſure, and rendering themſelves poor indeed! 
Thoſe, who are exceedingly careful about their 
worldly property, and uſe every mean to preſerve it 
from deceit and violence, allow any one to rob them 
of their time, without making a ſingle effort to pre- 
ſerve that invaluable poſſeſſion, and to improve it 
for the moſt important purpoſes; though all the 
iches in the world cannot redeem it, or countervail 
the loſs. How much depends upon our narrow ſpan! 
It is conneRed with an eternal ſtate ; it is“ the 
accepted time,” —* the day of ſalvation ;” and, if 
the day of falvation be miſimproved, the night of 
endleſs:miſery unavoidably follows. They that 
plough iniquity and ſow wickedneſs,” muſt, in the 
very nature of things, ©* reap the ſame.” “ What 
man of common-ſenſe would expect a crop of wheat 
when he hath committed to the earth the ſeeds of 
-noxious herbs !—TIf ye would improve time, ponder 
its value, -its brevity, the purpoſes for which it was 
-given, and the account of it which you muſt render 


to the Lord of all. Diſtribute it with wiſdom, for 


regularity is of the utmoſt importance. An apoſtle 
.exhorts that “ all things be done in order.“ 1 Order 


is conducive both to the concerns of a preſent life, 


and of that which is to come. Lay down a wiſe and 
regular plan of conduct, and adhere co it ſtrictly. 
Allot a portion of every day to the exerciſes of reli- 
giorr. Always begin the day, and end it, with re- 
membering your Creator. At theſe devoted ſeaſons, 
Mut the door as cloſely as poſſible againſt the intru- 
Job. iv. 8. + 1 Cor, xiv, 40. 
| ſions 


the joy of thy Lord.“ 1 
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ſons of the world, and of a wandering fancy. Com- 


mune with the heart, contemplate your God, pray 
to Him, delight thyſelf. in Him. — Give to the 
body and to ſecular bufineſs that degree of attention 
which they neceſſarily require; but give alſo to God 
and to the ſoul the ſuperior attention which hey 
juſtly claim. Every thing is beautiful in its place 
and ſeaſon. The men of the world are wiſer, in 
this point of view, than the children of light. They 
act more conſiſtently with their falſe principles, and 
purſue objects, comparatively trivial, with greater 
ſteadineſs and vigour. But the tide and wind are 
in their favour, the ſtream of corrupt nature, and 
the gale of applauſe ; while the true Chriſtian ſails 
againſt wind and tide. Nevertheleſs he aims at regu- 
larity and firmneſs in religion; though a falſe cur- 
rent occaſionally drives him far from his courſe. 
Let life in its general tenour be employed in glorify-- 
ing your Maker, in“ working out your own falva- 
tion,” and in promoting the nobleſt conceras- of 
mankind. Thus your life, whether long or ſhort, 
ſhall be marked with wiſdom, and end in peace; 
ſhall leave uſeful memorials behind, and extend its 
happy influence to the regions beyond the grave. 
c Be not flothful ; but followers of them, who, 
through faith and patience, inherit the promiſes.” * - 
Imitate the example of our Saviour, who ſaid, © I 
muſt work the works of Him that ſent me, while it 
is day; the night cometh when no man can work.“ t 
The approbation of our great and kind Maſter will 
amply. compenſate the moſt ſevere toils and the 
ſharpeſt ſufferings in the courſe of duty; Well 
done, thou good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
The truly ſerious, in- 
ſtead of ſhutting up religion in a little corner of their 
minds, and confining it to a ſmall portion of their 
* Heb. vi. zz, f John ix. 4. Matt. XXV. 21 
: X 2 time, 
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time, adopt the language of the pſalmiſt ; White 
I live, will I praiſe the Lord; F will fing praiſes 
unto my God, while I have any being.“ They 
themſelves are a temple, and their life is a whole 
burnt-offering. Thinking on the period when the 
one half of their nature ſhall be incapable of glorify. 
ing the Creator, they expreſs defires of ferving Him 
diligently on earth, in ſuch expoſtulations as theſe : 
« Shall the duſt praiſe Thee?“ „Shall it declare 
Thy truth?“ «© Wilt Thou ſhew wonders to the 
dead! „Shall the dead ariſe and praiſe Thee?” 
4% Shall thy loving kindneſs be declared in the grave? 
or Thy faithfulneſs in deſtruction?” Hear, O 
Lord, and have mercy upon me: Lord, be thou my 
helper.” „Thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, and 

girded me with gladneſs; that my glory may ſing 

2 to Thee, and not be ſilent: O. Lord my God, 
i will give thanks to Thee for ever.” 


T ſhall conclude with mentioning ſome paſſages 
of Scripture, which deſerve the ſerious and ſpecial 
attcntion of the young. 


The following may be ſelected from the Old Tel. 


tament. 


Gen. xvii. 7. And I will eſtabliſh my egvenant 
between Me and thee, and chy ſeed 
after thee, in their generations, for an 
everlaſting covenant; to be a God 

- unto thee, and to thy ſeed = 
92 thee.” 


2 Chron. xxxiv. 1, 3.“ Jofiah was eight years 
old, when he began to reign. In the 


* Pf, cxlvi. 2. : 
eighth 


Pal. ex. 3. 
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eighth year of his reign, while he 


was yet young, he began to feek after 
the God of David his father.” 


« Tby people ſhall be willing in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of 


holineſs from the womb of the morn- 


ing; thou haſt the dew * thy youth.” 


Pſal. K. 9. 


Prov. vi. 20. 


2 


Prov. viii. 1 


7 


* 0 
* 


Ifa. xl. 11. 


* - 


gr: iii. 4. 


« Wherewith ſhall a young man 
cleanſe his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word.“ 


40 My ſon, keep thy father's com- 
I; and forfake not the law 
of thy mother.” 


7, «x love them that love me, ank 


thoſe that ſeek me early 4 ſhall find 


79 


me. ee 
Ee” 


« He ſhall 1 the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his boſom.“ 


c Thus faith the Lord, I remember 
thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, . the 
love of thine eſpouſals . 


« Wilt thou not from this time cry 
unto me, my Father, thou art the 


| guide of my youth 3g 


Th he following paſfages may be ſeleQed from the 
New Teſtament. - : 


Matt. xix. 13, I4. © Then there were brougfte 


unto him little children, that he 
' ſhould 
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ſhould put his hands on them, and 
ray: and the diſciples rebuked them. 
ut Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little children, 


and forbid them not, to come unto 


me; for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
Heaven.” . 


Matt. xxi. 15, 16. « And when the chief prieſts 


and ſeribes ſaw the wonderful things 
that he did, and the children crying in 


the temple, and ſaying, Hoſanna to 


the ſon of David! they were ſore dif- 
pleaſed, and ſaid unto him, heareſt 
thou what theſe ſay? And Jeſus ſaith 


unto them, yea, have ye never read, 


Out of the mouth of babes and ſuek- 
lings thou haſt perfected praiſe ?*? 


| John xxi. 15. | « Feed my lambs.” 


2 Tim. i. 5. 


« T call to remembrance the un- 


feigned faith that is in thee ; which 
dwelt firſt in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice, and I am 
perſuaded that is in thee alſo.” 


2 Tim. ii. 14, 1 5. „But continue in the things 


Tit. ii. 6. 


which thou haſt learned, and haſt been 


aſſured of; knowing of whom thou 


haſt learned them; and that from a 
child thou haſt known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee 


wiſe unto ſalvation through faith 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ 


10 Voung men likewiſe exhort to be 
ſober-minded,” 


1 John 


1 2 ii. 12, 14. © 1 write unto you, little chil. 


2 John, verſe 4. 


| unto you, young men, becauſe ye are 
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dren, becauſe your fins are forgiven 
for His name's ſake. I have written 


ſtrong, and the word of God abideth 


in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one.” 


* 


J rejoiced greatly that I found 
= thy children walking in truth, as 


we have received a commandment 
from the Father,” ; 


THE END, 6 
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